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Tue example of an equal is often 
more useful than that of a superior. 
The life of an individual who was not 
distinguished by any extraordinary pow- 
ers, and whose history was not marked 
by unusual incidents, may be studied 
with greater advantage than the record 
of another whose larger endowments 


and more important position placed him 


aboye the level of his fellow-men. The 
‘disposition to self-excuse is then forbid- 
den to prompt the thought, that the 
example of such an one cannot, or needs 
not to be observed. The reader feels 
that the excellencies portrayed can be 
and ought to be embodied in himself. 
The brother whose remoyal is deplored 
by his family, his pastor, and the church 
whom he served, was one whose ex- 
ample may be copied by all. Though 
useful and honoured, it was neither 
' from great wealth, nor extraordinary 
mental powers, ies. on account of that 
_ which every one should seek to possess 

= / sterling worth of character. 
His history was briefly this. His pa- 
was humble. Maternal piety, 
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however, gave to him blessings denied 
to many who have gloried in the renown 
of the name they bear. Filial affection 
in return rendered its kindly offices to 
his mother during a long-continued 
widowhood, and ever held her memory 
in great regard. In him, her second 
son, it was her privilege while living to 
witness the answer to her prayers, and 
it is hoped that the conversion, since 
her decease, of her other children, has 
given her repeated personal proof, that 
“there is joy in the presence of the 
angels of God over sinners that repent.” 

The deceased was by trade a clothier, 
or manufacturer of woollen cloth. This 


business he continued till death. His- 


earlier years were marked by consider- 
able industry. Thus, though he had to 
share in the vicissitudes attending tem- 
poral things, he secured for himself and 
family a competent and honourable sup- 
port. This may seem to be of little 
moment ; but when we remember how 
necessary it is to every other blessing 
that habits of industry should be culti- 
vated, we cannot think it an unimportant 
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fact of which to remind the reader, that 
he was “not slothful in business.” Many 
of our fellow-men, and many Christian 
professors too, are in circumstances 
which call for energy in their worldly 
pursuits. Would that this passing re- 
ference to the efforts of our friend in 
earlier years, might arouse them to dili- 
gence, that they may enjoy the reward 
it gives! 

He was not free from affliction and 
trial. Personal relative sickness 
was felt by him to an extent quite equal 
to the common lot of man, if not ex- 
ceeding that of most. Nor 
exempt from dispensations of an adverse 
kind in pecuniary things. He knew 
what it was to suffer loss in this respect. 
Calamities which have ruimed many were 
not unfelt by him ; but they were borne 
with a composure that all might emu- 
late. Often has the equanimity dis- 
played by him when events of this kind 
have happened to him been observed : 
especially’ was this the case when fire 
was permitted to spend its fury on his 
property; there was the staid aspect of 
aman who could look on the burning 
mass with a spirit sorely oppressed, yet 
with a countenance indicative of confi- 
dence in the God whom even elements 
obey, 

The great spiritual change which has 
given, we~trust, a happy and glorious 
character to his eternal state, took place 
when he was about the age of twenty- 
seven. The dangerous illness of his 
nearest associate in life was, by the di- 
vine blessing, made the means of awak- 
ening him to earnest concern for his 
eternal interests. He then sought and 
obtained the blessings of personal. reli- 
gion. The next year he was added to 
the church meeting in Badcox Lane, 
Frome. The day of his baptism in the 
name of the Lord Jesus was the day on 
which he was called to suffer the loss of 
maternal endearments. Often did he 
speak of the regret expressed by his 


and 


was he 
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dying mother, that she had not, like 
him, followed out the known will of the 
Lord Jesus, by the observance of this 
ordinance of public profession of faith 
in his name. In the year 1818 he was 
chosen to fill the important office of 
deacon in the church at that time fa- 
voured with the ministry of the late Mr, 
Saunders of Liverpool. 

His character presents some features 
worthy of observation. It is not in- 
tended to pronounce on him an unquali- 
fied eulogy. To deny that he had his 
imperfections would be to deny that he 
was human. Those who knew him 
were not unaware of them, neither was 
he himself. And often has he expressed 
the uneasiness which these sometimes 
gave him. He was not faultless in his 
earthly course, though he is now, we 
trust, without fault before the throne of 
God. His natural temperament was 
that of sedateness, yet so far removed 
from melancholy and gloom, that he 
was generally distinguished by a cheer- 
fulness of spirit, even in circumstances 
that would have broken down many 
more buoyant and rapturous in their 
feelings of joy. There was in his cha- 
racter a great degree of perseverance, 
combined with a considerable measure 
of energy and firmness. These qualities 
were exhibited by him as a tradesman, 
a friend, an officer in the church, and 
as one who felt an interest in the en- 
largement of the Redeemer’s kingdom in 
the world. It was not in him to flinch 
or quail because trials or obstacles arose. 
Let him believe that a certain end ought 
to be effected, and he would employ 
the means required, whatever toil or re- 
proach they might involve:’ 


He was not accustomed to indulge in — 


very free expression on matters of per- 
sonal religion. The inward workings of 


his mind were revealed to very few, but 


those to whom they were disclosed were 
fully assured of the deep sense that he 


entertained of the worth and blessedness _ : 
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of true religion. His views of himself 
as a Christian were of an humbling kind. 
He commonly merged the language of 
confidence in that of desire. Thus when 
joining in the songs of the sanctuary, he 
would sing with the energy that always 
marked his engagement in the praises of 
God— 
“ There may I bathe my weary soul 
In seas of heavenly rest!” 
In full keeping with this view of himself, 
a friend, whom he often visited in a dis- 
tant town, says, they were accustomed 
to pray for each other, that they might 
hold out to the end, and that they often 
uttered their mutual desire to hear of 
death rather than of reproach as being 
brought on the cause of Christ through 
either of them. The public ministry 
in which he chiefly delighted was that 
which is commonly described as being 
ofa practical, searching kind; calculated 
to detect the secret workings of the 
mind, and to disclose the real characters 
of men. He had no sympathy with 
those who find pleasure in cavilling at 
the doctrines they hear, and depreciating 
the labours of all who do not subscribe 
to the creed which they espouse. As 
an instance of this, the writer may be 
allowed to mention, that on almost 
every occasion when he gave expression 
‘to the pleasure that he felt, it was 
because more than wonted effort had 
been made to bring home to the con- 
sciences of men the imperative and self- 
denying claims of the gospel. This was 
especially the case on the first Lord’s 
day in the present year, when some se- 
rious pastoral counsels were addressed 
to the members of the church. There 
was an air of sincerity fitted to encourage 
and to cheer in the manner in which he 
spoke of the humble effort which had, 
been made to impress on the minds of 
Christians their solemn obligations to 
themselves, their families, the church, 
and the world. 
His attachment to the cause of God 
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constant and influential. Most 
truly was he devoted to the interests of 
Sion, and deeply did he feel the joy or 
sorrow which her prosperity was calcu- 
lated to awaken in the bosom of her 
friends. Even before his conversion his 
reverence for the Lord’s day was clearly 
marked, but in after years that day was 
hailed by him with joy. One little inci- 
dent is strikingly illustrative of this. 
When preparing for the house of God 
he invariably poured forth the feelings 
of his mind in some expressive hymn of 
praise, though no other morning in the 


| week was ever made the witness of his 


song. Truly could it be said by him, 
“Lord, I have loved the habitation of 
thy house, and the place where thine 
honour dwelleth.” His heart and his 
hand were always open to the cause of 
Christ. The ministers of the gospel al- 
ways found-in him a true and warm- 
hearted friend. Nor do we think he 
will be doomed to hear the reproachful 
accusation, ‘“I was hungry, and thou 
gavest me no meat; I was naked, and 
thou clothedst me not.’ He was, in 
the true spirit of his office, anxious to 
relieve the wants of the poor. Nor were 
its other duties neglected by him. His 
regularity in the services of the church, 
and his readiness to undertake any of 
the duties incumbent upon him, whether 
in the encouragement of the inquirer, 
the reproof of the backslider, or in the 
various ways required of one-who fills 
the office of deacon, were such that the 


loss of his aid will be severely felt by 


the brethren who survive. It was, too, 
in the last days of his life, a pleasing 
reflection which he did not hesitate to 
express, that he had ever maintained a 
faithful friendship with the successive 
pastors of the church. Some with whom 
he has now been re-united in more per- 
fect communion, one who occupies ano- 
ther station in the earthly vineyard, and 
he who pens these lines ag a tribute to 
his memory, ever found him a man of 
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firm and constant principle, on whom 
they could implicitly rely for the faith- 
ful and conscientious discharge of that 
which he conceived to be his duty either 
to the pastor or the church. There was, 
indeed, in all his proceedings, an un- 
yielding adherence to his convictions of 
what was right. We say not that he 
was always correct in his views of the 
right and the wrong; neither that he 
was free from the fault of attributing 
less importance to the reasons which 
could be adduced against his opi- 
nion, or more to his own pre-concep- 
tions, than they deserved. It has been 
the lot of those who have acted with 
him, not only in recent but also in 
earlier days, to differ from him in the 
judgments they have formed. The con- 
stitutional tenacity with which he clung 
to his own, sometimes placed him in a 
position not in itself to be desired ; yet 
it secured for him a measure of esteem 
which a more yielding spirit will often 
fail to acquire, or at least to preserve. 
If those with whom he has been associ- 
ated have not always seen alike with 
him, they have commonly been enabled 
to “strive together.” The evident sense 
of duty by which he was influenced 
would commonly secure esteem for the 
motive, whatever doubt might be felt as 
to the justness of an opinion, “I am 
accountable to my Master,” was the 
sentiment with which he once resisted 
an entreaty to act in accordance with 
his own wishes when opposed to his 
judgment. But, strenuous as might be 
the opposition offered to any course that 
he had advised, if ever temporary feel- 
ings were excited, he was not the man 
to taunt with past offences when recon- 
ciliation had been once professed. 

The closing events of his life were 
these. He had for some time been sub- 
ject to great debility. On the fifteenth 
of January he went to London, but be- 
came so unwell that he was almost en- 
tirely prevented from attending to his 
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ordinary pursuits. He appears to have 
entertained some anticipation of the 
close of life. The evening before he 
left home the remarks of Mr. Foster on 
the admonition, “ Boast not thyself of 
to-morrow,” were read to him, by which 
he was greatly impressed, making them 
the subject of conversation and earnest 
prayer. Whilst in London, he also gave 
expression to a sentiment indicative of 
some thought that his end was near. 
Having spoken of the improbability of 
his being able to continue his journeys 
much longer, he added, “ Well, we must 
do the best we can to preserve our 
health, but the hour wiil come, and I 
trust when it does, I shall be able to 
meet it with composure.” “ It seemed,” 
says the friend with whom he then con- 
versed, ‘‘as if his thoughts had been 
dwelling on the change that awaited 
him.” With great difficulty he went to 
the house of God the next sabbath even- 
ing, on which occasion he heard a fune- 
ral sermon—the last sermon to which 
he listened—from the words so appro- 
priate to a Christian’s farewell to earthly 
services, “Into thy hands I commend 
my spirit.” He spoke of having been 
much edified and refreshed by the ser- 
vice. He reached home on the following 
Tuesday. His sufferings were severe, 
but his patient submission to the afflic- 
tive providence of God, was manifest in 
his entire freedom from all murmuring 
or complaint. The evening before his 
death, the lines were read to him, 


“Other refuge have I none, 
Hangs my helpless soul on thee.” 


“ Ah,” he replied, “ that is what I want 
to do; I am so vile, and all my doings 
are so sinful; but there is the anchor of 

the soul, sure and stedfast, entering into 
that within the veil.” He expressed a 
wish that he could lay hold on the pro- 
mises, when a friend observed, if you 
cannot do that, you can use the publi- 
can’s prayer ;” he answered, “I hope I _ 
can.” The last words that escaped him 


ON GOD'S GOODNESS TO HIS PEOPLE. 


with reference to his spiritual state !were 
these, ‘‘I hope I have faith.’ Hope and 
faith were soon after consummated in 
the sublimer services which love per- 
forms in the heavenly temple. The 
wish he had expressed that he might be 
enabled to meet death with composure 
was most amply fulfilled. On the morn- 
ing of his decease the writer saw him 
between seven and eight o’clock, when 
he spoke of the restlessness of the night, 
but little was it thought that in another 
hour the tidings would be received that 


he was dying, The summons was at 
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once obeyed. Our brother sat supported 
by two of his sons as he had been at- 
tempting to dress ; but the countenance 
had been overcast with the hue of 
death ; the body was no more to be 
clad in its accustomed garb, and the 
spirit, released without a struggle, had 
arisen before the throne, arrayed in the 
ever-glorious robe which Jesus wrought 
for those who, like our friend, have fled 
to him by faith. 

The blissful translation took place ‘on 
the 27th of January, 1844, in the sixtieth 
year of his age. 


ON GOD’S GOODNESS TO HIS PEOPLE. 


BY THE REY. Ge W. FISHBOURNE, 


Man is a needy and dependent crea- 
ture. The worldly man seeks his satis- 
faction and good from the world, and 
continues to do so, notwithstanding the 
many indications he has that its good is 
not abiding. The man that is taught of 
God, as all his people are, feeling that 
happiness is not in the world, and that his 
soul cannot be satisfied from so corrupted 
and perishing a source, looks for his 
supply fromsthat fulness which it hath 
pleased the Father should dwell in his 
Son, and which is treasured up in him 
for his people’s good. Appearances some- 
times seem to favour the notion that the 
righteous has no advantages over the 
ungodly ; and indeed if we were, in 
some instances, to judge simply by 
and from appearances, we might be 
brought to the conclusion that the 
wicked is in a better case than the righ- 
teous. They have “ prosperity. There 
are no bands in their death, but their 
strength is firm. They are not in trouble 
as other men, neither are they plagued 
like other men. Their eyes stand out 
with fatness, they have more than heart 

‘he 


could wish.” Such a conclusion, how- 
ever, can only be come to by a biassed 
judgment, from viewing things in a 
wrong light and from a wrong and un- 
scriptural estimate of: what is really and 
truly good. But whatever the wicked 
may have, whatever outward advantages 
and prosperity they may possess, what- 
ever they may lack or be destitute of, 
God will do his people good, and no 
good thing will he withhold from them 
that walk uprightly. How important 
then, in considering God’s goodness to 
his people, that we should examine our- 
selves as to whether we are in the faith; 
that we should prove our own selves, as —— 
to whether we are God’s children, mem- 
bers of his family by faith in Christ 
Jesus, and whether we bear the marks ~ 
and the evidences that show us to be in 
truth his. 

In looking for the fulfilment of God’s — 
promise that he will do us good, we are 
apt to make mistakes as to the nature 
and the amount of the good included in 
that promise. Our ignorance of what is 
really good, and therefore deserving of 
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the name, may lead us into mistakes. 
The carnality of our minds, our attach- 
ment to mere worldly and sensible good, 
may lead us into mistakes. Thus we 
may suppose that a large amount of the 
good things of this life is intended when 
God designs only a sufficiency of what 
is needful. Thus we may imagine that 
exemption from troubles and sufferings 
of various kinds is intended, when God 
may design to work our good by trou- 
bles and sufferings, supporting and sus- 
taining us under them indeed, and in his 
own time and manner bringing us out of 
and delivering us from them, Thus we 
may suppose, that when in prosperity 
the good intended is that we should 
never be moved, but die in our nest ; 
when God may design to crumble our 
mountain to dust, and scatter it abroad, 
and to destroy our nest ; so teaching us 
to be satisfied, not with corn or wine, or 
any earthly good, but solely with the 
light of his countenance. 

On these accounts it is that we must 
beware of constituting ourselves compe- 
tent judges of what is good. Appear- 
ances are often deceiving, and may mis- 
lead us. We too often form our opinion 
from the present, rather than from the 
future effects and tendencies of things, 
and are too apt to be willing to sacrifice 
future and abiding good for that which 
is present, though it be but transient ; 
and thus error is often committed both 
with respect to the world and religion. 
Thus because the broad road presents 
many outward attractions, much that is 
pleasing to the flesh, men are found run- 
ning in it with all eagerness, forgetting, 
at least practically, that it leads to death 
and destruction ; and because the strait 
gate and narrow road indicate present 
self-denial, struggle with difficulty, and 
probably the endurance of affliction and 
sorrow, men are found refusing to enter 
thereat, and walk therein; practically 
forgetting, and so despising, the crown 
of life and the kingdom’of glory which 
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are at the end thereof, and, await the 
possession of those who continue faith- 
ful unto death. 

The good that God gives to his people 
may not always appear to us to be so, 
but we have the comfort of knowing 
that it is so in reality, and will tend to 
good. The loss of his son Joseph did 
not appear to Jacob to be in any way 
the fulfilment of the promise, “I will 
surely do thee good.” But God so or- 
dered it, and Joseph distinctly recog- 
nized the goodness of God in it, that 
that very son who was by his sorrowing 
father supposed to be destroyed by 
wild beasts, was sent before to preserve 
his life. The afflictions of Joseph at 
first probably did not appear to him a 
good, but they were so in reality, and 
tended to his good, and his well being. 
His innocence was fully proved by the 
honour God put upon him, and he was 
fully recompensed for all the suffering 
and trial he had undergone, when God 
made him “a father to Pharaoh, and lord 
of all his house, and a ruler throughout 


all the land of Egypt,” and a nourisher 


of his father and all his family, so pre- 
serving them by God’s goodness from 
coming to poverty. The sending of the 
Israelites into captivity, with all the 
privations they had in that state to 
undergo, did not appear to be a good, 
but it was so in reality, and so intended 
by God. He had wise ends and pur- 
poses to answer; these he determined 
to accomplish; and though in their 
affliction they probably saw nothing 
but evil, yet, with respect to this very 
thing, “‘ Thus saith the Lord, the God 
of Israel. Like these good figs, so will 
I acknowledge them that are carried 
away captive of Judah, whom I have 
sent out. of this place into the land of 
the Chaldeans for their good. For I will 
set mine eyes upon them for good, and 
I will bring them. again to this land: and 
I will build them and not pull them down, 
and I will plant them and not pluck 
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them up. And I will give them an heart 
to know me, that I am the Lord: and 
they shall be my people, and I will be 
their God, for they shall return unto me 
with their whole heart.” Other instances 
from events in the lives of Job, David, 
Daniel, Paul, might be adduced; but 
these above-noticed will suffice to show 
that though the good that God does to 
and for his people may not always ap- 
pear to be such, still the reality is there. 

It is our mercy to be assured that it is 
not a matter of doubt and uncertainty 
as to whether God will or will not do us 
good. The question cannot reasonably 
be entertained, even for a single moment, 
by any that have tasted that the Lord is 
gracious, and who take the word of God 
as their guide, and cordially believe its 
truth. God can always do us good. His 
power is almighty. By a word he can 
accomplish all his will. Is anything too 
hard for the Lord? Behold he doeth his 
will in the armies of heaven and amongst 
the inhabitants of the earth. Neither for 
want of wisdom can God be frustrated 
in his plans for doing good to his people. 
He is the fountain of all wisdom, and if 
any lack wisdom, it is to God as its source 
that he must apply. Great is the Lord, 
and of great power, but equally true that 
his understanding is infinite. The devices 
‘of man are, when they are opposed to 
the standing of his counsel, brought to 
nought in an instant, and the brightness 
of his wisdom fully displayed. God’s 
love to us ensures his doing us good, for, 
‘‘ behold what manner of love the Father | 
hath bestowed on us, that we should be 
called the sons of God.” God’s faithful- 
mess ensures his doing us good, for “ God | 
is faithful by whom we have been called 
into the fellowship of his Son, who also 
will do it.” God’s past mercies to us) 


warrant the belief that he will continue’ 
to do us good, and especially the bestow-_ 
ment of his unspeakable gift. For if “God 
spared not his own Son, but gave him up 
for us all, how shall he not with him also 
freely give us all things.” 
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God will certainly do us good. Still, 
though we have the fullest and strongest 
reason for believing this, let us beware 
of anything like a spirit of dictation, as 
to when and how God shall do it. He, 
though our Father, and we his sons and 
his daughters, is nevertheless our Creator, 
and we the creatures of his hand; he is 
our King and Lord, and we his subjects, 
bound to have him always in reverence. 
It is not for us to say to him, Do this; 
nor to question, What doest thou? God 
is a sovereign, and his goodness and 
grace are altogether free and of himself. 
The motives to their exercise are not 
found in us, but in himself, and for his 
own sake it is that he grants us the 
favours we enjoy, and not for ours. He 
will do us good, but it will be in his own 
way, at his own time, in his own mea- 
sure, We may not always see or feel 
this here_as it is desirable we should ; 
but what we know not now, we shall 
know hereafter. 

“God is his own interpreter, 
And he will make it plain.” 

It may be that with respect to many 
things, and especially with respect to 
many afilictions and providences of a 
mysterious character, we shall not know 
in this life wherefore God has contended 
with us, but in his light we shall see 
light. We now, with regard to these 
things, often see through a glass darkly, 
but then face to face, and then shall we 
know even as we are known. Then 
shall we admire the wisdom and love 


manifested by God to us, and as we _ 


look back upon the way in which-he 
hath led us, shall cheerfully and joyfully 
testify that he hath done all things ~ 
well. 

We have experienced many instances 
of his goodness. We have often been in 
danger; sometimes it has been seen by 
us, at others we have been ignorant 
of its presence. God has thrown around 
us the shield of his protection, and de- 
livered us. We have laid us down and 
slept, for he has made us dwell in safety, 
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He has kept us from the destruction 
that wasteth at noon day, and from the 
pestilence’ that walketh in darkness. 
We have been in difficulty and per- 
plexity, and have found human wisdom 
and discretion insufficient to guide us 
aright. God himself has directed us ; 
hath so plainly marked out our path 
that we could not mistake, or hesitate 
as to what we were to do; hath whis- 
pered to us, “ This is the way, walk ye 
in it,” so that it was impossible for us to 
feel otherwise than that we were under 
the guidance of a gracious God. We 
have been in circumstances of need, 
have-suffered losses, have been exposed 
to gteat privations, have known not 
how certain;wants were to be supplied, 
But God has been better to us than our 
fears; has given us what was requisite 
for us; has fed us with food convenient 
for us; has opened his hand, and from 
sources little thought of by us, has sup- 
plied our wants, and fulfilled his pro- 
mise, that bread should be given and 
water should be sure. These instances 
and others of a similar character teach 
us to believe that God, as he has ever 
done, will still continue to do us good. 
Let us therefore bear in mind for our 
consolation, that this is the end which 
God has in view in all his dealings with 
us as his people. He has redeemed us 
and brought us out of darkness into 
his marvellous light, and made us par- 
takers of a good hope through grace. It 
cannot be that he should have any other 
end in view than our welfare ; to carry 
on and complete the good work he has 
already commenced in us; to make us 
partakers of his holiness that we may at 
last be possessors of his kingdom, and 


enter into his joy. God is our Father, 


and we members of his family. He has 
set his love upon us; he has adopted us 
into that family, and manifested infinite 
condescension and mercy in becoming 
our parent, in standing to us in so 
gracious and blessed a relation. He 
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cannot therefore but do us good; and 
in his dealings it is impossible that he 
should have any other end in view than 
our welfare. 

Let us remember also the blessed 
result to which all shall be brought. 
All things work together for our good, 
if we love God and are the called 
according to his purpose. The good 
may be positive ; it may be in disguise. 
The journey may be pleasant ; it may 
be trying. He may conduct us by a 
straight path; he may lead us by a- 
circuitous road. Worldly circumstances 
may be easy; we may, through mis- 
fortune, be involved in difficulties. God 
may spare near and dear friends to 
us; he may cut off the desire of our 
eyes with a stroke. Our children may 
grow up to be a comfort and solace 
to us in declining years ; they may, as 
in the case of Absalom and David, be 
the source of some of our bitterest trials. 
We may labour for God in circum- 
stances of great encouragement, behold- 
ing the fruit of our labours, and seeing 
the work of the Lord prosper in our 
hands ; we may work for God under 
much discouragement, and be con- 
strained to ery out, “ Who hath believed 
our report, and to whom hath the arm 
of the Lord been revealed?” Still these 
uncertainties, as it regards outward 
things, affect not our ground of com- 
fort. Amid all changes it remains un- 
changed. Be our condition prosperous 
or adverse ; be the road smooth, or be it 
rough and stony; be God's dealings 
with us such as involve no perplexity as 
to his intentions, or be they dark and 
mysterious to us; still we know, and 
are sure, and in this we confide un- 
moved, and even joyful, all things 
work together for good to them that 
walk uprightly, to them who are the 
called according to his purpose. Read- 
er, is this character yours? and does 
this comfort belong to your 

February 6th, 1844, 
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WAGERS AND CARD-PLAYING. 


The following remarks are from the pen of the late Rev. George Parsons, They were written on 
his voyage to Calcutta, in a journal, portions of which are given in the interesting memoir 


recently published. 


I have seen practically the evils of 
wagers and card-playing. I am thank- 
ful that under my paternal roof, and 
amongst the families where I passed my 
life after I left my home, I never saw the 
evils of these practices; for the fear of 
God reigning there, all such practices 
were excluded. Nor do I think that it 
is at all necessary that a person should 
be able to state what he has felt or seen 
of the evil of such practices, before he 
is justified in avoiding them. The voice 
of all good men, all who revere and act 
out the truths of the bible, is against 
them. Those who have been converted 
‘to God from fashionable life have imme- 
diately discontinued such courses, have 
advised others to forsake them, and have 
always treated them as improper and 
injurious. It is not at all necessary to 
justify our precautions against fire, that 
we should thrust our hand into it, and 
feel the pain of burning. The evil of 
wagers I have seen in the case of an old 
gentleman who, having bet that we 
should arrive at the place to which he was 
destined before a certain day, contrary 
to most confident expectation lost the 
wager. The first expedient was by dis- 
honourable and under-handed quibbles, 
by raising unreasonable doubts, and sur- 
mises, and controversy, concerning the 
wording and intention of the original 
wager, to show that he ought to be con- 
sidered the winner, or, at least, not to 
be a loser. Then, this failing, oppro- 

_brious language followed, high abusive 
words, which, had the person to whom 
they were addressed been of a fiery 
-irascible temperament, or had the person 
who used them stayed longer on board 
in the society of him towards whom he 


felt so sorely, might have been followed 


VOL, VIl.—FOURTH SERIES. 


by fearful consequences. Experiment, 
therefore, has proved betting to engen- 
der deceit, craft, fraud, underhanded dis- 
honourable shuffling, controversy, strife, 
wrath, heart-burning, quarrelling, which 
may be followed by the too common 
consequences of settled enmity, revenge, 
blows, and duelling. As these are its 
effects, it is proved to be a work of the 
devil, and should therefore be avoided 
by all who esteem the law or gospel of 
God, or regard their own peace. 

The evils of card-playing have more 
fully developed themselves since we 
have left the Cape. Whilst there we 
took on board, as a passenger, a gentle- 
man who had a great partiality for whist. 
Every evening, from the time lights are 
brought till they are extinguished, this 
game.is played. The winners, of course, 
have no objection to the continuance of 
the practice. And the losers, through 
false. shame, seeming to deem it dis- 
honourable to be prudent and provident, 
disgraceful to expend wisely the pro- 
perty of which God has made them 
stewards, will not discontinue it. So 
they continue to play and lose, and 
grow dissatisfied with themselves for 
persevering in a foolish and expensive 
course, which they have not moral 


courage or resolution to break away 


from. This dissatisfaction does not ter- 
minate and settle on themselves. They 
seek to relieve it by finding the cause of 
it out of themselves. And as those who 
are highest in place are commonly the first 


‘to be envied, the captain becomes the - 


victim of their unreasonable, self-caused 
ill-temper. They grumble. themselves 
into the belief that they are ill-treated. 


‘Everything in the captain’s arrange- 


ments is misrepresented. They would 
: 2Nn 
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fain have others believe their discontent 
well founded. They envy the contented 
whose contentment constantly reproves 
them. They state publicly their griev- 
ances. They magnify little things. The 
disease is infectious. Others begin to 
find out that they have been ill-treated. 
They join the ranks of the growling. 
Snarling insinuations, dark countenances 
and actions, strongly indicative of dis- 
satisfaction, appear in the presence of 
the captain; and attempts seem to be 
making to spread a spirit of insubordina- 
tion amongst the officers of the ship. 
Now, this conduct is unkind and cruel. 
It ‘is embittering the days of a fellow- 
creature. It is making the cares of a 
burdened life still heavier. Itis unjust. It 
is opposed to the tacit and conventional 
agreement to accommodate themselves 
to the regulations adopted to preserve 
the order and comfort of the vessel, 
which passengers virtually make when 
they come on board as passengers. It 
is a species of lying. The impressions 
which are made, and intended to be 
made, by these insinuations, do not 
correspond with fact. Here is intentional 
deception. It is ungrateful. It isa very 
shameful requital of extraordinary at- 
tempts to secure the comfort of all,— 
attempts which are the offspring of a 
kind-hearted, generous disposition on 
the part of the captain. It is most 
destructive to their own peace and com- 


THE DESIGN OF AFFLICTION. 


fort. It is like a continued racking tooth- 
ache, or gnawing worm to them. For, 
as a merry heart is a continual feast, so 


|a discontented grumbling one is an 


incipient hell. It affects, also, the peace 
of others who are grieved at the ingrati- 
tude and wickedness displayed, and who 
regret that men should thus become self- 
tormentors, and stretch themselves on 
the rack. And this evil often takes a 
more aggravated form. Ingratitude is 
often awfully manifested against the 
God of heaven. Such hard speeches are 
uttered as the great Judge will reckon 
for at the last day. Two things, then, 
seem to be evident: 1. That card-play- 
ing cannot be reckoned amongst the 
number of innocent amusements. Its 
effects are evil: it leads to sin. It is, 
therefore, a proscribed, unlawful, and 
dangerous road. For, as the character 
of man may, according to our Sayiour’s 
directions, be judged of by his fruits, so 
may the character of a recreation. Its 
fruit is bad. It is a root of bitterness. 
2. That the beginning of.sin is like the 
letting out of water, which at first makes 
a very small breach on the dam that 
bays it back, then widens it, and then 
with a resistless torrent sweeps it all 
away. It may be but the beginning of 
sin ; but no one can tell how far it will 
go, nor where it will end. It is the 
safest plan, therefore, to shun it al- 
together. 


THE DESIGN OF AFFLICTION. 


Many years ago a pious and devoted 
clergyman entered the shop of a pros- 
‘perous London bookseller, with whom 
he was on terms of intimate and Chris- 
tian friendship. He inquired for his 
friend, and when told that he was at 
home but particularly engaged, sent a 


message to him to the effect that. bs 
wished for an interview with him, if but 
for a few minutes. This message being 
delivered, the clergyman was invited to 
walk up stairs into the ,bookseller’s sit- 
ting room. He entered the toom, and. 
found his friend sitting by his child’s al 


* 
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The child was dying, but with affection 
strong in death, it had clasped its father’s 
hand, and was holding it with a eonvul- 
Sive grasp. 

‘©You are a father,” said the afflicted 
parent, “or I should not have allowed 
you to witness such a scene.” 

“Thank God, thank God,” fervently 
exclaimed the minister, as he instinc- 
tively comprehended at a glance the 
situation of his friend: “thank God. 
He has not forgotten you! Ihave been 
much troubled on your account, my 
dear sir. I have thought much about 
you lately. I have been much afraid 
for you. Things have gone so well with 
you for’so long a time, you have been 
so prosperous, that I have been almost 
afraid that God had forgotten you. 
But I said to myself, Surely God will 
not forsake such a man as this ; will not 
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suffer him to go on so long in prosperity 
without some check, some reverse! And 
I see he has not. No; God has not 
forgotten you,” 

These were the sentiments of Richard 
Cecil on the design of affliction ; and 
his friend, Thomas Williams, thankfully 
and joyfully responded to them. Within 
three weeks of his death he related the 
incident as it is related here, and the 
feeling of his heart was, ‘‘ He hath done 
all things well.” “ For whom the Lord 
loveth he chasteneth, and scourgeth 
every son whom he receiveth. If ye en- 
dure chastening, God dealeth with you 
as with sons ; for what son is he whom 
the father chastenethnot? But if ye be 
without chastisement, whereof all are 
pattakers, then are ye bastards, and not 
sons.” —Heb. xii. 6—8. 

~ Srema. 


LINES, LAMENTING THREE YOUTHS, 


* 
WHO, ON A PARTY OF PLEASURE, WERE DROWNED IN THE RIVER ISIS, MAY 29, 1798. 


Written on the return of the day, 1799. 


Awake, my mournful powers! nor let this day 
Without the tributary song expire ; [ 
Tell thy sad tale in pensive, plaintive strains, 
Nor let a friend go hence without a tear. 
Call on each passion to assist thy lay, 
And give an hour to sensibility. 


Oh! had I Milton’s grand, immortal lyre! : 
Or hist who wrote of flocks, and fields, and swains : 
Or his} whose lyric powers so sweetly sung - 
Of prayer, of friendship, and of love divine— 
Then Lycidas,§ my friend, should live in song. 
But I recall my vain, my fruitless wish ; 
And only strive to raise a little pile 
Expressive of the passions which I feel. 


Ah! melancholy morn! my watchful mind 
Has looked for thy approach with heart-felt sighs ; 


* See the Memoir of the late Rey. B. H. Draper, in our number for March last, page 118. 


t Virgil. 


+ Dr. Watts, whose lyric poems are sacred to divine love, devotion, and friendship. 


§ The title of an admirable poem by Milton, “To the Memory of a Young Friend who was drowned 


returning from Ireland,” 
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Sighs which affection and which friendship heard. 
And now thou ’st dawned, sensations fill my soul 
Which time can ne’er erase whilst memory holds 
Her usual seat ; which nought can e’er destroy 
Whilst roaming fancy has a power to stray ; 
Even now she flies, and views the awful scene, 
Where “neath the wave of death the victims lie ; 
She sees the tyrant give the fatal cup— ; 
Beholds it drank—and hears those dying shrieks 
Which pierce each tender feeling of the soul ! 
And now she sees them sink to rise no more, 

In agonies of grief she takes her leave, 

And mingles with the stream a flood of tears ! 
But, oh, imagination! quit the scene ; 

Nor load my heart with grief I cannot bear: 
Ungovernable fancy! paint no more. 


But, ah! can I forget? Each object strikes 
My wakeful mind, and says, “‘ You ’ve lost your friend 
And bids me think of them who oft have roved 
With me; but now are gone, and are no more! 

’Tis nature bids me drop the mournful tear ; 
’Tis she inspires my undissembled grief, 
And touches every tender spring of life. 


I mourn for all ;—but chiefly weep for him 
Whose pleasing virtues long had been in bloom, 
And who bid fair to bring forth sacred fruit. 
Much honoured, much respected, much loved shade! 
Receive the friendly tear, the friendly sigh ! 
Methinks thy well-known voice salutes my ear ; 
Methinks I see thy disembodied form ;— 
Methinks thy secret whispers, say, “ Adieu!” 
Yes, dear companion of my youth, adieu ! 

For never shall I hear that pleasing voice 
Which oft has fill’d my heart with thrilling joy, 
And oft with melody a parent’s ear ; 

As cruel death has rent our souls apart, 

Nor gave one presage of the fatal blow! 

Great Arbiter of Life! why dost thou give 
The flower about to bloom to be cut down? 
Why dost thou thus? Why rend a parent’s soul 
With woe, which language faintly can express ? 
Why blast the fairest prospects man has seen? 
Why sink our dearest wishes in the dust ? 


Thus headstrong passion spoke, in frantic terms. . 
But calm reflection since the scene has viewed, 
And, taught by revelation’s cheering beam, 

My soul submits, and-all her powers adore, 

Awful Jehovah! Thou, whose presence fills 

The immensity of worlds thy hand has formed ! 
Whose habitation is eternity ! :: 

To thee, Immortal King! I'd all resign ; 

My dearest friends, my soul, my life, my all: — - 
Thy judgments ne’er can err :—help me to say, 

In every prosperous, every adverse scene, . 

“ Thy will, thy gracious will, my God, be done!” _ 
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ANNUAL MEETINGS. 
‘THE BAPTIST UNION. 


On Thursday, April 18th, the ministers 
and delegates of the Baptist Union assembled 
in the Baptist Mission House, Moorgate 
Street, where they met also for the transac- 
tion of business on the 22nd and the 24th. 
In conformity with the arrangement of the 
Committee the Rey. Robert Roff of Cam- 
bridge took the chair. 

After prayer by the Rev. Daniel Davies of 
Swansea, and the adoption of some resolu- 
tions of routine, the report having been read 
and approved, the following resolutions were 
passed on the motion of the Rev. S. J. Davis, 
seconded by the Rev. J. M. Daniell, 


“j. That, while the Union learn with sincere 
gratitude, that the reported clear increase during 
the past year in 922 churches of the baptist denomi- 
nation in Great Britain and Ireland has amounted 
to 5,246 members, affording reason to hope that, in 
the whole denomination (adopting the same ratio), 
there has been a clear increase within the year of 
about 9,600; they regard with regret the fact now 
elicited, that the average increase of the year has 
been somewhat less than six members for each 
church, being the smallest rate of clear annual in- 
crease since 1838. 

«2. That the Union, without listening to any 
suggestions of despondency, or yielding to any feel- 
ings of discouragement, would seriously commend 
this state of things tu the prayerful consideration of 
the churches, and engage them to renewed exercises 
of watchful zeal and fervent supplication.” 


It was then moved by Mr. Penny, seconded 
by the Rev. G. H. Davis, and resolved, 


“That the Union observe with regret, that the 
palance asainst them has been augmented during 
the past year by more than £30, and that it now 
amounts to the sum of £44 7s. 8d. 

«That, seeing the increased expenditure of the 
Committee has arisen partly from the enlarged 
activity into which it has been called, and partly 
from the valuable statistics which it has collected 
and published, the Union earnestly recommend to 
all the constituent churches to direct their liberal 
regard towards its pecuniary necessities.” 


The following brethren were then appointed 
by the chairman as a Committee of nomina- 
tion, to bring up a list of officers and com- 
mittee for the ensuing year—Mr. C. B. 
Robinson, Dr. Cox, the Rev. C. E. Birt, the 
Rey. D. R. Stephen, the Rev. W. Upton, 
the Rey. C. Stovel, and the Rev. W. Groser, 
who was appointed Convener, 
£* Three resolutions of which Mr. Stovel had 
given notice last year were discussed: the 
first was negatived ; the second was with- 
drawn; the third was carried, thirty voting in 
its favour and twenty-eight against it. It 
was as follows :— 


“That the annual sessions of the Union be no 
longer confined to London, but that measures be 
forthwith taken for adjourning them successively to 
such parts of the country as the brethren may deem 
most likely to extend its influence,” 


It was moved by Dr. Steane, seconded by 
the Rev. C. E. Birt, and resolved — 


1. That the Union regard with sincere gratifica- 
tion the completion of the spacious and commodious 
apartment in which the property of the Baptist 
library may henceforth be deposited ; and take the 
present opportunity of soliciting, from all who feel 
an interest in the formation of a denominational 
library, contributions towards its speedy enlarge- 
ment and proper maintenance. 

“2. That the care and management of the library 
for the ensuing year, be confided to the committee 
of the Union.” 


The Rey. J. H. Hinton moved, the Rev. 
S. J. Davis seconded, and the meeting adopt- 
ed the following resolutions :— 


“]. That the Union, unfeignedly rejoicing in the 
abandonment of the educational scheme brought for- 
ward by the government in 1843, attach the highest 
importance to the universal instruction of the people, 
and feel themselves called upon, in common with 
all their fellow-citizens, vigorously to promote it. 

«9. That the Union emphatically affirm the two 
principles embodied in the resolutions of their late 
Committee, maintaining, on the one hand, the ade- 
quacy of popular energies to the work of general 
education, with the injury and danger to be appre- 
hended from the interference of government with it 
in any form—and on the other, the decided prefer- 
ence due to the system of co-operation with the 
friends of scriptural education at large, over that of 
forming denominational schools. 

“3, That the union strongly recommend to all 
their constituents a prompt and zealous co-operation 
with the friends of scriptural education in their re- 
spective neighbourhoods, in order to secure the ade- 
quate provision, and the effective management of 
schools on the British system, 

“4. That the Union rejoice in the recent effort 
made by the Committee of the British and Foreign 
School Society, to enlarge its resources and its opera- 
tions; and that the liberal pecuniary support of it 
be recommended to the churches.”* 


It was moved by the Rev. H. H. Dobney, 


seconded by the Rey. W. Groser, and re-~ 


solyed — 


“That the Secretaries be instructed, in forwarding 
the above resolutions to the British and Foreign 
School Society, to declare to the Committee of that 
valuable institution, in the most unequivocal man- 
ner, that, in the judgment of this Union, an entire 
and perfect freedom from all government interference 
whatever—but which can be legitimately enjoyed 
only in the absence of all pecuniary assistance on 
the part of government—is of the highest import- 
ance to the Society itself, while they are assured it 
is indispensable to the full confidence and cordial 
concurrence of the churches whom they represent.” 


It was moved by the Rey. J. Aldis, se- 
conded by the Rey. Jos. Davis, and re- 
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«That the Union desire to record their high grati- 
fication that more copious information has been 
received than heretofore from baptists in various 
parts of the world; that they take this opportunity 
of gratefully acknowledging the interesting and im- 
portant communications from their brethren, and of 
most cordially responding to the Christian sympathy 
therein so warmly expressed.” 


The subject of the parliamentary grant 
haying been brought forward by the Commit- 
tee, the following resolutions were, after a 
short discussion, carried by a large majority :— 


“1. That the Union deem it their duty, at the 
present period, to express their disapprobation of 
the parliamentary grant annually made to necessi- 
tous protestant dissenting ministers in England and 
Wales ; the reception of which they cannot but con- 
sider as rendering the partakers of it stipendiaries 
of the state, and as an unhappy and injurious incon- 
sistency with the great principles of nonconformity. 

«2. That, in order to free themselves from all 
implication in this inconsistency, and to contribute 
to its abandonment, there be presented, on behalf of 
this Union, first, a memorial to the government, 
and next, a petition to parliament, praying that the 
parliamentary grant may be discontinued. 

“3. That this Union especially deplores that any 
portion of the government grant should be accepted 
for distribution among baptist ministers, and would 
respectfully, but earnestly, intreat those gentlemen 
who have hitherto acted as the government agents 
in this matter, forthwith to decline doing so, and 
thereby to relieve the baptist denomination from so 
just an occasion of reproach.* 


The following resolutions were then moved 
by Dr. Cox, and seconded by Mr. J. M. 
Hare :— 


“|. That, deeply convinced of the unscriptural 
character of national establishments of religion, as 
interfering with the sovereign authority of Christ in 
his church, of their baneful influence upon the inte- 
rests of truth and piety, and of their tendency to 
corrupt conscience, to generate unholy animosities, 
to depreciate spirituality of mind, to substitute 
power for principle in the professed design of diffus- 
ing Christianity, and to sanction aggressions such as 
are continually made upon the peace and property of 
dissenters; and being further persuaded from recent 
occurrences in relation to legislative intentions at 
home, and efforts made to extend the compulsory 
schemes abroad, that the unrighteous, unreasonable, 
and unchristian system is unchanged, and in its 
nature unchangeable—hereby declare that the sepa- 
ration of the church from the state, by all peaceable 
and proper means, is to be devoutly desired, and 
diligently pursued by all who are anxious to advance 
the kingdom of Christ. 

“2, That this meeting desires to give expression 
to these sentiments by requesting 
and ———————— to attend the Anti-state- 
church Conference convened for the 30th of the 
present month, as their representatives, and to take 
such part in its proceedings as they may deem con- 
ducive to the harmony and success of its delibera- 
tions. 


After a long and animated discussion} the 


former of these resolutions was carried unani-. 


mously, and the latter by a majority of fifty 
against twenty-two. The blanks were then 


‘ * Dr. Cox, being one of the gentlemen referred to, 
immediately promised to take the. subject into his 
very serious consideration ; and, the following week, 
at the first meeting of the Anti-state-church Confer- 


ence, he took the opportunity to state that he had 


determined to be a distributor of this grant no 
longer. : ail 
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filled up on the motion of Mr. Bignold, se- 
conded by the Rev. James Edwards, with 
the names of the Rey. Dr. Cox and the Rey. 
C. Stovel. 


The following list, having been brought up 
by the committee of nomination appointed by 
the chairman, was read and adopted :— 


Officers and Committee. 


Treasurer. 
Mr. James Low, 30, Gracechurch Street. 
Secretaries. 


Rev. W. H. Murcn, D.D., Belgrave Street, Kings 
Cross. : 

Rey. EpwarpD STEANE, D.D., Camberwell. 

Rey. Jonn Howarp Hinton, M.A., London. 


Committee. 


Oficial Members. 


Rev. JosepH ANGUs, A.M., Secretary to the Baptist 
Missionary Society, and to Stepney College. 

Rev. SrerHeNn J. Davis, Secretary to the Baptist 
Home Missionary Society. 

Rev. F. Trestraiu, Secretary to the Baptist Irish 
Society. 

Rey. WILLIAM GRosER, Secretary to the Board of 
Baptist Ministers in London. 

Rey. J. G. Pike, Secretary to the General Baptist 
Missionary Society. 

Rey. CuarLEs STOVEL, Secretary to the Baptist 
Building Fund. 

Mr. WiLi1AM Paxon, Secretary to the Baptist Fund, 


Elected Members. 


Rey. J. Atpts, Southwark. 

Rev. C. E. Birt, M.A., Bristol. 

Rey. S. Brawn, Loughton. 

Rey. WILLIAM Brock, Norwich. 

Rev. Janez Burns, Paddington. 

Rey. B. Davigs, D.Ph., Stepney. 

Rev. A. G. Futier, Old Ford. 

. BENJAMIN Gopwin, D.D., Oxford. 
. S. GREEN, Walworth. 

. James Hosy, D.D., Birmingham. 
. D. Karrerns, Hammersmith. 

. R. OveRBury, London. 

. E. S. Pryce, A.B., Abingdon. 

. R. Rorr, Cambridge. 

. J. RussELL, Greenwich.> 

tev. J. SpricG, M.A., Ipswich. 

Rey. J. Srevenson, M. A., Camberwell. 
Rev. W. UNDERwoop, Paddington. 
Rey. WiiL1amM Upton, St. Alban’s. 
Dr. THomas Price. 

Mr. Cuartes Burts. 

Mr. Henry CHRISTOPHERSON. 

Mr. Georce East, 

Mr. Georee Lowe, F.R.S. 

Mr. Joan Happon. 

Mr. J. M. Hare. 

Mr, JoHn Penny. 

Mr. THomas Pewrress: 

Mr. JosEPH WARMINGTON. 


Corresponding. Members. 


In England and Wales, the Secretaries of Baptist. 


Associations. 


In_ Scotland, the Secretary of the Baptist Union for 
Scotland. 

In Ireland, the Secretary of the Baptist 
Ireland. : 

In Hamburgh, the Rev. J. G. ONCKEN. 

In Denmark, the Rev. P. C. Monster. 

In Prussia, the Rey. G. W: LEHMANN, — : 

pop ine? the Secretaries of the Canada Baptist 

jon. . 

In New Brunswick, the Committee of Correspondence 

of the New Brunswick Association. 


Union for 


Boston. 


| In the United States, the Rev. Baron Stow, M.A, 


* - +e 
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In the West Indies, the Secretaries of the Jamaica 
Baptist Western Union and the Rey. J. M. Part- 
LIPPO. 


In the East Indies, the Secretaries of the Bengal 
Baptist Association. 
In Australia, the Rev. Joun SAUNDERS, Sydney. 


Petition to the House of Commons. 


To the Honourable the Commons of Great 
Britain and Ireland. The humble petition 
of the Baptist Union of Great Britain and 
Treland, a body representing more than 
nine hundred churches of the Baptist de- 
nomination in the United Kingdom, 

Sheweth 
That a sum of more than one thousand 

six hundred pounds is annually voted by 

your Honourable House for the relief of ne- 
cessitous protestant dissenting ministers in 

England and Wales. 

That your petitioners, holding the principle 
that the state ought not to supply aid of any 
amount to religion in any form, are con- 
strained to regard this grant as an improper 
application of the public money. 

That, as a component part of the protest- 
ant dissenting body interested in the distribu- 
tion, and consequently implicated in the 
reception of the parliamentary grant, your 
petitioners feel themselves especially war- 
ranted and called upon to declare their objec- 
tion to it. 

Your petitioners therefore pray your Ho- 
nourable House that the said grant may 
henceforth be discontinued. 


Address to the Premier. 


To the Right Honourable Sir Robert Peel, 
Bart., &c., &c., &e. 


Srr,—The Baptist Union of Great Britain 
and Ireland, a body representing more than 
nine hundred protestant dissenting churches 
of that denomination in the United King- 
dom, in ‘annual session assembled in the 
metropolis, respectfully submit to you their 
views respecting the vote of a sum of money 
to necessitous protestant dissenting ministers, 
annually passed by the House of Commons. 

Without, on the one hand, being insen- 
sible to the wants of their more necessitous 
brethren, a class among whom many men of 
high moral worth and no inconsiderable abi- 
lity may be found, or, on the other, expres- 
sing an opinion on the motives in which the 
grant may have originated, the Baptist Union 
cannot but regard it as, in effect, rendering 
the ministers who receive it stipendiaries of 
the state; a position in which they conceive 
no nonconformist minister can place himself 
consistently with the great principles of non- 
conformity. < 

The Union, consequently, would see with 
unfeigned pleasure the discontinuance of the 
parliamentary grant; and they humbly pre- 
sent to you, and the other members of Her 
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Majesty’s government, their earnest request 
that it may not again be proposed to the 
legislature, 

On behalf, &e. 


Public Meeting. 


The public meeting of the Union was held 
on Thursday evening, at Devonshire Square 
Chapel, Bishopsgate Street, at half-past. six 
o'clock. ‘The meeting was commenced with 
prayer by Rev. Joseph Tyso of Wallingford. 


The Chairman spoke to the following ef- 
fect: — This is a meeting of the Baptist 
Union. Both the terms are exceedingly sig- 
nificant and interesting — union, a baptist 
union. Where there is unity there ought to 
be union, and to the same extent. The want 
of union has often been laid hold of by infidel 
objectors to Christianity, and pleaded as a 
justification of their unbelief. It is not un- 
common to hear them say, “‘ Agree among 
yourselves as to the interpretation of the 
scriptures, and then present them to us for 
our acceptance.” Not to say that the objec- 
tion thus alleged against real religion may be 
retorted with great effect on those who make 
it, it evidently assumes much more than is 
really true. For, although there are differ- 
ences among Christians on minor points, there 
is a general and almost universal agreement 
on those which are fundamental. And that 
there should be some disagreement on minor 
points is rather to be considered as a neces- 
sary consequence of the structure of the hu- 
man mind than any fault in the exercise of its 
powers. So great is the influence of circum- 
stances, and so various are the circumstances 
themselves by which the formation of opinion 
is affected, that it is next to impossible, if not 
absolutely so, that men should agree in all 
their interpretations of the sacred oracles. 
That which is most to be lamented, however, 
as giving the greatest force to this objection, 
is the spirit of animosity and the want of 
love too often found among professed Chris- 
tians. While discussions in all other depart- 
ments of science are, for the most part, very 
temperately conducted, those in which reli- 


gion is concerned frequently display some of ___ 


the most malignant passions, This is to be 
deeply deplored, and constitutes the real 
ground of reproach, And if this will apply 
generally to all denominations of Christians, 
it will apply with greater truth and force to 
any one denomination in particular. Among 
us, as one denomination of Christians, there 
ought to prevail, and we have reason for gra- 
titude that to a good degree there does pre< 
vail, a spirit of union. Again, this is a baptisé 
union. ‘This designation also has its peculiar 
interest, not at any time of small amount, 
but at the present time of considerable 
amount. That portion of divine truth which 
it has been allotted to us to preserve pure 
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and inviolate has its just relative importance. 
Not all truth is equally important ; but all 
truth is important, and circumstances may 
give to a particular truth more especial im- 
portance. This is now the case with respect 
to the views we hold—TI refer to our views as 
to the proper subjects of baptism, in con- 
nexion with the essentially personal nature of 
true religion. All religion is personal. If 
we were to define religion, we should say, it 
is voluntary submission to God—the submis- 
sion of our understandings to God’s truth, of 
our hearts to God’s providences, of our wills 
to God’s supremacy. If baptism he a part of 
religion, it also must be a voluntary and per- 
sonal act—the act of one who can exercise 
intelligence, who can appreciate motive—in a 
word, of a believer on the Lord Jesus Christ. 
This view of our peculiar tenet comes at the 
present time in direct antagonism with a 
system of error which is now prevalent, and 
threatens to become more extensively preva- 
lent, in this country, and in other parts of 
the world. We are thus set for the defence 
of an important principle. Every thing, 
therefore, which unites us must be of import- 
ance, and of a degree of importance propor- 
tionate to that of the peculiar truth which is 
entrusted to us for propagation; and hence 
we derive a peculiar interest in our. present 
assembling together. 


The Rev. J. H. Hinton, one of the secre- 
taries, in giving an account of the position 
and proceedings of the Union, added to what 
has been stated in our account of the sessional 
meeting, an abstract of the foreign corre- 
spondence. Mr. Hinton also entered at 
some length into the educational question, 
explaining the position taken by the Union, 
and enforcing general activity the more 
strongly since denominational exertions had 
been, declined. He concluded by saying, 
that the speakers who would follow him 
would be representatives of large portions of 
the baptist community. Mr. Hardcastle -of 
Waterford was secretary of the Irish Southern 
Association; Dr. Davies, now president of 
Stepney College, would represent the baptists 
of British North America; and Mr. Stephen 
of Newport, the baptists of the principality. 


The Rev. Charles Hardcastle said, that the 
Trish Southern Association of baptist churches 
had existed only three years. There had 


been a similar association many years ago, 


but the decline of religion in the churches 
had nearly ruined them, and had quite de- 
stroyed the association. “ Three or four 
years ago, some of us who felt our isolated 
position strove to revive it: for, with the ex- 
ception of Clonmel, I have no baptist church 


nearer to me than sixty miles, and I have | 


often gone two or three years without seeing 
the face of a-baptist minister. Under these 
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circumstances, it was no wonder that there 
was less life among the churches than could 
be desired. We thank God that we are in 
existence, and that he has been pleased in 
some measure to revive the churches and in- 
crease their numbers. Of the increase-of the 
denomination in Ireland we cannot say great 
things. If not as large asin England in each 
church, it is perhaps nearly as large per cent. 
The churches are in course of constant dimi- 
nution by emigration to Canada and the 
United States. Regard then, kindly, dear 
brethren, your poor sister in the emerald isle, 
where, if any where, there exists an urgent 
necessity for effort that gospel truth should 
be conveyed precisely in the manner in 
which such churches as these alone can con- 
vey it.” 


Dr. Davies spoke as follows :—It is as the 
representative of the baptists in British North 
America that I have consented to say a few 
words. In Nova Scotia the baptists are not 
only the most numerous religious body, but 
decidedly the most influential, and always 
influential for good. At this moment, the 
prime minister (in reality, although not in 
name) of that province is a zealous baptist. 
Lord Valleland, in his published despatches, 
speaks of him as “‘ the leading member of his 
government.” Our brethren there have a 
large share in conducting public affairs, and 
they always plead for an equality of civil 
immunities. Affairs in that province are at 
the present time in a very critical position. 
If you hear through the papers that our bro- 
ther is accused of being hostile to liberty, do 
not believe it. In relation to a public insti- 
tution formerly called Horton, but now Arca- 
dia College, he and our brethren are brought 
into collision with a powerful party most 
falsely called liberal. In New Brunswick, 
also, the baptists are the most numerous of 
the religious bodies, and they have many 
public men; but they have not so much in- 
fluence as in Nova Scotia. In Canada there 
is a very large body of baptists, and there 
are many churches not connected with the 
association. Six churches consist of coloured 
men. There are many-slaves from the United 
States in Canada. In my own house I have ~ 
more than once had the happiness of shelter- 
Ing some of these runaways. They are said 
to amount to 16,000; but I think this is too 
large a number. Among them are formed — 
six baptist churches. One or two of them 
are of great importance. One in the city of 
Toronto, and its pastor is Washington Chris- 
tian, who, as has been stated elsewhere, 
went to Jamaica for his chapel debt, and 
was most kindly assisted by the baptist 
churches there. There are also two churches 
of converted Roman catholics, the fruits of a 
successful mission to the French, called the 
Swiss mission. The missionaries, however, 
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are not all baptists. They come from Switz- 
erland, and are supported partly from that 
country ; partly also from what is obtained 
in Canada and the United States, and, I may 
add, in England, where one gentleman has 
taken on himself the support of two of the 
labourers. ‘This has been going on for eight 
years, and during that period these two 
churches have been gathered, containing two 
hundred converts from popery. This mis- 
sion is very successful, though ‘its means are 
scanty. They avoid anything like parade. 
The spirit that animates them is peculiarly 
adapted to commend them to the esteem of 
all. There is also in Canada a church of 
Indians, the aborigines of the country ; and 
connected with it are persons from about half 
a dozen Indian tribes, who give the mission- 
ary good reason to think they are experi- 
mentally acquainted with Jesus Christ. I 
might mention also the theological institution 
which exists in Canada, containing thirteen 
students, and affording pleasing accounts of 
their progress and promise. Within the last 
five years there has been to Canada a large 
accession of valuable labourers from this 
country. Foremost amongst them is John 
Girdwood, deservedly esteemed by all. Mr. 
Gilmour also is accomplishing great things in 
a large and extensive territory. His efforts 
have resulted in the formation of three 
churches, and of two congregations besides. 
There is also in Canada a weekly paper (the 
Register) which will soon be edited by our 
highly esteemed friend, Mr. Cramp, now 
gone to Montreal, to occupy an important 
post (president of the theological institution ). 
You may be asked to support this paper, and 
I beseech you give it your generous consider- 
ation. You have heard of the Baptist Union 
formed in Canada, ‘Their session will come 
on in a month or two; and I trust their pro- 
ceedings will be conducted in a spirit of love 
and vigour. There are many difficulties in 
the way, however; but I hope that next 
year you will, in consequence, have fuller 
statistics. They will not have all the things 
to do that you have. They will have no oc- 
casion, for example, to discuss the union of 
church and state, which does not exist there. 
But they will have to watch narrowly the 
efforts which are continually made to give to 
a sect, which I need not name, a predominant 
and exclusive influence, particularly in rela- 
tion to public schools, or college education. 
|I hope they will prove themselves not un- 
worthy of the model they have attempted to 


copy. 


The Rey. D. Rhys Stephen appeared as 
the representative of the Welsh baptists. 
|The Welsh might be described as a nation of 
dissenters. The churches were very thinly 
ttended, and only by the gentry (who were 
English) and their dependents, The people 
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—the whole Welsh people—were dissenters. 
Mr. Stephen spoke at considerable length on 
the proper view to be taken of the increase of 
the churches. 

The meeting was then closed by the Chair- 
man. 


BIBLE TRANSLATION SOCIETY. 


The annual meeting of this society took 
place in New Park Street Chapel, Southwark, 
on the 24th of April, J. L. Phillips, Esq. of 
Melksham in the chair. The following re- 
port was read by the secretary, Dr. Steane :— 


The return of the season in which the anni- 
versaries of our various missionary and other 
Christian institutions are held, devolves on 
the committee of the Bible Translation So- 
ciety the duty of presenting their annual re- 
port. They meet the subscribers and sup- 
porters of the institution with sentiments of 
Christian affection, and proceed to lay before 
them the chief transactions of the year. 

The various communications they have 
held with the friends of the society both at 
home and abroad, have been of a nature to 
render their duties grateful, and to encourage 
the hope that they were, in some humble 
measure, promoting the salvation of their 
fellow-men. 

From the American and Foreign Bible 
Society they have been favoured, as in former 
years, with gratifying proots of cordial and 
zealous. co-operation. No sooner were the 
board of managers of that kindred institution 
made acquainted with the desire of the bap- 
tist missionaries in Calcutta, to prepare a 
version of the entire scriptures in Sanskrit, 
and of the resolution of this society to under- 
take one-third of the estimated expense, than 
they generously came to the determination of 
granting a similar sum of £500 towards this 
important object. 

They have also remitted the sum of 3000 
dollars (£619 5s. 4d.) in furtherance of the 
principal existing translations. : 

Encouraged by the pecuniary assistance so 
promptly afforded both in this country and 
the United States, Dr. Yates has not hesi- 


tated to express his readiness to engage in ie 


this new work, for which his profound erudi- 
tion, and his well-known abilities as a trans- 
lator, so eminently qualify him; and he has 
already commenced the proposed version of 
the word of God into the sacred language of 
the East. 

- The announcement of this design, together 
with the ready encouragement it met with, 
drew the attention of missionaries and orien- 
talists to the subject, and led to a discussion 
of its merits in the public prints. An es- 
teemed missionary of another society, who 
had resided some years in India, entertaining 
a conviction that the work was unnecessary, 

20 


298 


and would involve a fruitless expenditure of | 
time and money, laid his opinion before the | 
world through the medium of the “ Patriot” 
newspaper. His views were ably controverted 
at the time, by the secretary of the Baptist 
mission, and have been subsequently refuted 
ina document put forth by the missionaries 
of his own society, now residing in Calcutta. 
The result of the controversy has been to 
place the importance of a Sanskrit version of 
the Bible beyond question, and thus to justify 
the missionaries who proposed it in their ap- 
peal for the pecuniary means necessary to 
its accomplishment. The committee have 
thought it right to preserve the papers which 
appeared on the subject; and they will be 
found in the appendix of the present report. 

Through the continued exercise of divine 
mercy, the labours of our brethren engaged 
in translating and printing the sacred scrip- 
tures have been interrupted neither by death 
nor by sickness; and the statement which 
the committee have to lay before the meeting 
will show the unremitting diligence with 
which they have pursued their toils. 

The following summary received from them 
by the last mail, will exhibit what has been 
been accomplished during the past year. 


Scriptures printed. 
In the Sanskrit no new part of the Bible 


has been printed, but a new edition of each 
of the gospels and the Acts, 2500 copies, 
and of the gospels and Acts together, 1500 
copies, has been completed, and the version 
of the Old Testament prepared in manuscript 
to the end of the Pentateuch. A new edition 
of the psalms will be immediately put to 
press, to be followed by an edition of Isaiah 
and Daniel ; after which it is proposed to 
commence an edition of the whole Bible in 
this language, an undertaking the importance 
of which can-hardly be overrated. 

The Hindi Testament has just been finished, 
The edition printed consists of 1000 copies. 

In the Bengali language, the third part of 
the Old Testament, containing Job, the 
Psalms, and the writings of Solomon, has 
been published. The printing of the pro- 
phetical books has advanced to the end of 
Jeremiah, and the hope is entertained that 
the entire Old Testament will appear in May 
or June. Of the new editions of the Psalms 
and Proverbs mentioned in the last report, 
that of the Psalms, 5000 copies, has been 
completed, the Proverbs are in hand, and 
will be ready in a few weeks. Of the Gospel 
of Luke, an edition of 12,000 copies; of the 
Acts, one of 5000 copies; and of Luke and 
Acts together, one of 3000 copies, have been 
printed ; and one of John, to consist of 
15,000 copies, has been commenced. 

In Hindustani, 4000 copies of the Gospel 
by Matthew, in the Arabic character, have 
been printed; and large editions of the whole 
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New Testament, and of parts of it, both in 
the Arabic and Persian characters, are in the 
press. 

Lastly, of the Armenian Testament, two 
editions are being carried through the press 
simultaneously, by the Rev. C. C. Aratoon, 
one of them (1260 copies) in the ancient, 
the other (1000 copies) in the modern, Arme- 
nian language. Both of them contain mar- 
ginal references to parallel passages. ‘The 
ancient Armenian Testament has advanced 
as far as the middle, and the modern as far as 
the end of Acts. 

The whole number of volumes, the printing 
of which has been completed during the year,- 
amounts to 45,000. 

The following compendium will best show 
the present state of these operations : 


I.— Works printed during the year. 
In Sanskrit :-— 


In Hindi :— 
New Test., Rom. to Reyelation,... 1,000 


In Bengali :— 
Devotional books .........00+-084 1,000 
PUTIN cde niiis o.c1,0s sie <in’n am mile Aigcioecata 5,000 
FURC Re cents suaeamtc nee aware 12,000 
ACSI. 0023 5 en 5,000 
Lukevand Actss. tastds ones alee ee 3,000 

In Hindustani :-— : 
Matthew, Arabie character ........ 4,000 


Il.— Works now in the press, or ordered, 


In Sanskrit :— 
Psalms 


In Bengali :— 
Prophetical Books ..... 
Old Testament, Vol. II sie 
Old Testament, in one yolume...... 
Bible, BVO cesses cst aN itera aeeregses 
Bible, 4to 
Proverbs 


John 


Hindustani :— 


Testament, with references (proceeded 
to end of 2 Corinthians .......... 
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In 


Mark to Acts, Arabic character,each 4,000 
Gospels and Acts (together)........ 1,500 
Matt. to Acts, Persian character, each 4,000 
Gospels and Acts, ditto............ 1,500 
Luke.and Acts, ditto~. o...<..seccte 1,500 
PERLATON WS” wie aac sen ap cutee eae 2,500 
In Armenian :— ; i 

Testament—modern .........005 «+ 1,000 
Testament—ancient ..... Suanaeaoral pve 260 

Scriptures distributed. a 


‘The distribution has kept pace with the pre- 
paration of these sacred books, and equalled, 


e 
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or rather exceeded, the distribution of any 
previous year. Including 400 volumes of 
the Old Testament scriptures in Bengali, pur- 
chased by the Calcutta Bible Society, and 
consisting of 100 copies each of the Penta- 
teuch, the historical and the devotional or 
poetical books, and 100 of the first volume 
of the Bible, comprising Genesis to Esther, 
there have been sent out of the depository 
during the year, 47,247 volumes. These 
added to previous distributions, make a total 
of 230,837 volumes, containing larger or 
smaller portions of the sacred scriptures sent 
forth in connexion with the Baptist Mission- 
ary Society since 1831. For this, devout 
thanks are due to the God and Father of our 
Lord Jesus Christ, who of his abundant 
mercy has enabled his servants to do some- 
thing, though, alas! when compared with the 
magnitude of the work yet to be accomplished, 
little towards supplying the myriads of India 
with the word of God, May the prayers of 
all who love the Bible be unceasingly pre- 
sented, that these and all kindred eftorts may 
be crowned with an abundant blessing, and 
made instrumental in “turning many from 
darkness unto light, and from the power of 
Satan unto God, that so they may receive 
the forgiveness of sins, and inheritance among 
them who are sanctified, by faith in Christ.” 


Languages in which the distribution has been 
made, 


The following statement will show the lan- 
guages in which the distribution has been 
made, with the number of books in each. 


Caleutta editions. 


BOlealiccsvaccssesuer<cancrersovevonceteress 
Hindustani, Arabie character.. 2, 893 
Hindustani, Persian character 3,718 


. 26,370 


—. 6,611 
Hindui, Deb Nagri character... 3,796 
Hindui, Kaithi character ....... Fy 
— 5,397 
PPOTRIAM mevstessavs nevravetvecuservyrrvssceress 1,961 
Sanskrit ....... ieee Wovticavceusteyes 4,240 
44,579" 
Serampore and other Editions. 
Assamese aetipaNanee Wekaeute Rosie 10 
Khasi.... Scie 
Mahratta and Marwar... ou 
Mugudh.......... Soa 6 
Oriya ....... 102 
Pushtu and Sikh . : 73 
Bansktlivcw issmemurenvrntr eve GA 3 
— 2,438 
American. — 
English, sss sciysevevscneeserservertoterneres > 290 
. 47,247 


Principal Stations supplied with Scriptures, 


9 


the missionary brethren and other agents of 
the society, or members of the denomination 
in and near Calcutta, or forwarded to the 
brethren occupying stations in the Mufassal; 
grants, however, to some extent, have been 
made to esteemed missionaries and others be- 
longing to other sections of the Christian 
church, applications from whom have been 
peculiarly gratifying, as they have afforded 
opportunities of reciprocating kind and Chris- 
tian feelings, and of contributing to aid their 
labours in diffusing among the people of their 
respective charges a knowledge of the oracles 
of God. 

To specify the names of all who have 
been supplied with scriptures from the depo- 
sitory is not necessary, were it practicable; it 
may, however, be satisfactory to many to be 
furnished with the names of the principal 
stations to which supplies have been forward- 
ed, and whence, as from fountains, they have 
been sent forth over the surrounding coun- 
tries. 


List of Places to which Scriptures have been sent. 


1 apis researc eae 2,710 
Allahabad ° 1,383 
Assam... 763 
Barisal 493 
Bhirbu 1,780 
Banaras .. 3,237 
Bard Wan svanseinscoceviscsntesenttborevs 75 
CaLCUthh sh ocicecjncs casavervesveasvesslare 5,403 
CHeTrap BN}: cavcssnseverdebs<cdevndownes 247 
CHIGtAg OUP ss. csewvsyeseraernentessecrae 3,229 
CULWAresdavrieisceeoavucatostrapetestten 284 
Dhaka ....00 Brg ter Ne 
Dibli .. « 4,554 
Dinajpur .. Radaucivedcurenumituiy ertwcvesvelen. 2,083 
ELaUtalaverresrcnecs«torieredeavestccunsderts 2,097 
JORNOLE= A pve civaisceswvomeeteueteeres 3,742 
Kcighna gh ut sicacacsay.petevioanewessganwe 30 
Lakhyantipur........sssssecveseoveeves 251 

OM GONE sensors, rierceauwetedstveanereres 20 
Matin aitiveemavesdtcenseveeveuveteasecs 515 
NaN CHIT recarewns peal tveriewviees tents aay 
Madopolam, . 314 
MAGITS, creveivsescderenvarnedsaveere vets 3,596 
RAMU eiseereneristentvar tyes ate 12 
SOLO veivaveresatvessearpeneveteaesvlddyoves 223 
SOTAMP OLE... 7thie staraveiyenve doves sgey 188 

—AT,247 


Great as the distribution in the last year 
has been, it is probable (says Mr. Thomas, 


under date of February 12) that the circulas— a 


tion this year will be still greater. Upwards 
of 10,000 books have been sent out of the 
depository since the Ist of January. 

The committee have been much gratified 
in learning that the Calcutta Bible Society 
have adopted the Bengali Old Testament 
executed by Dr, Yates, copies of which are 
sold to them at about cost price, 

Towards this diffusion of the word of life 
throughout India, the committee have had 
the satisfaction of making grants to the 
amount of £1,500. 

The receipts of the year, in annual sub- 


For the most part, the scriptures sent out | scriptions, donations, and collections, have 
ring the past year have been supplied to | amounted to £1,622 18s, 5d., being a small 


ee 
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increase upon the year preceding; and the 
committee have been apprised of a reversion- 
ary legacy of £500 bequeathed to the society 
by the late Mr. Llewellyn of Vernal, near 
Cambridge, in Glamorganshire. They have 
also received £50 from a gentleman who 
wishes to be his own executor. 

Could the committee employ more agency, 
they have little doubt that the income of the 
society might be materially augmented.- In 
the-mean time, they are grateful for the 
friendly assistance which has been rendered 
by ministerial brethren in different parts of 
the country; and they seize the opportunity 
which the present occasion affords them to 
suggest, that much valuable service might be 
rendered in every locality, if, after the ex- 
ample of some, each pastor residing in a cen- 
tral. district would, in the course of the year, 
represent the object and claims of the institu- 
tion to the neighbouring churches. 

In conclusion, the committee cannot but 
devoutly express their gratitude to the Father 
of Mercies that he has thus far prospered the 
society, enabled it to surmount the difficulties 
which beset its earliest efforts, given it a 
place in the living affections and the dying 
remembrances of his people; made it instru- 
mental in cheering the hearts of devoted and 
faithful missionaries, and in communicating 
probably to millions of the idolatrous and 
perishing heathen the knowledge of “the 
only living and true God, and of Jesus Christ 
whom he has sent.” ‘Though this is but the 
fourth year of its existence, its successive 
committees have had the unspeakable satis- 
faction of realizing the sum of £6,800, clear 
of all expenses, and in addition to the remit- 
tances from America, and paying it over in 
aid of the translation of the word of God. 
May the divine blessing, in a still greater de- 
gree, rest on its future operations, give it 
more abundant favour among the churches of 
Christ, and cause it to send forth, in ever- 
increasing measures and in new directions, 
the living streams of eternal truth. 

Addresses were delivered by the Rev. W. 
Brock of Norwich, the Rev. C. E. Birt, M.A., 
of Bristol, the Rev. J. Watson of Edinburgh, 
the Rev. T. F. Newman of Shortwood, the 
Rev. D. Davies of Swansea, the Rev. J. 
Smith of New Park Street, G. Lowe, Esq., 
F.R.S., and C, Burls, Esq., and the officers 


and committee whose names follow were ap- | at St. Peter’s, having withdrawn from it, 


‘formed themselves into a distinct church on 


pointed, > 


Treasurer. 
J. H. AtuEn, Esq., Old Trinity House, Tower St. 


Secretary. 
Rey. Epwarp Strang, D.D., Camberwell. 


Committee. 
Rev. J. Aneus, M.A. 
Rey. W. B. Bowes. 
q Rey. B, Davies, Ph.D. 
eotiud Rev. F. A. Cox, D.D., LL.D. 
Rey. J. H. Hinton, M.A, 
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Rey. W. H. Murcu, D.D. 

Rey. J. RussELL. 

Rey. I. M. Souue. 

Rey, J. Acworrn, M.A., Bradford. 
Rey. C. M. Brrrext, Liverpool. 
Rey. C. E. Birt, M.A., Bristol. 
Rey. W. Brock, Norwich. 


Rey. T. S. Crisp, Bristol. 

Rey. J. M. DANIELL, Ramsgate. 
Rey. J. Epwarps, Nottingham 
Rey. J. E. Gruxs, Leeds. 

Rev. J. Hosy, D.D., Birmingham. 
Rev. J. P. MurseExt, Leicester. 
Rey. J. G. Puxe, Derby. 

Rey. J. Spricc, M.A., Ipswich. 


Rey. W. Upton, St. Alban’s. 
C. Burus, Esq. 

W. D. Hanson, Esq, 
S. Jackson, Esq. 

G. T. Kemp, Esq. 
James Low, Esq. 

G. Lowe, Esq., F.R.S 
J. Penny, Esq. 

T. Pewrress, Esq. 

S. Warson, Esq. 

J. WHITEHORNE, Esq. 


Travelling Agent. 


Rey. GmorGr FrRANcIES, 61, Walnut Tree Walk, 
Lambeth. 


NEW CHAPELS. 
MILNSBRIDGE, NEAR HUDDERSFIELD, 


This place of worship was opened on the 
25th and 28th of April, when sermons were 
preached by Messrs. Dowson of Bradford, 
Glendening (independent) of Huddersfield, 
Walter of Lockwood, Holmes of Polemoor, 
Lomas of Salendine Nook, and Dr. Beaumont 
(Wesleyan) of Liverpool. The collections 
amounted to £100, and the friends had pre- 
viously subscribed £800. The entire cost of 
the chapel, school-room, yestry, and other 
conveniences, is the yery moderate sum of 
£1400, leaving a debt of £500. The build- 
ing, which is an exceedingly neat one, is 54 
feet by 48 inside; the school-room under- 


‘neath, 48 feet by 30 ; and the vestry 48 feet 


by 15. The chapel will seat from 700 to 800 
persons, besides containing a gallery for up- 
wards of 250 Sunday school children. The 
attendance is very pleasing; great numbers 


oe who previously neglected the word of 
od. 


BROADSTAIRS, THANET. 
Forty-nine members of the baptist church 


Lord’s day May 5th, when also the Rev. A. 


‘Gunning was chosen to be their pastor. They 


assemble in the chapel formerly occupied by 
a general baptist minister, the Rev. T. Chris- 


topher, who died in the year 1842, 


SOUTH MOLTON, DEVON, 
The new baptist chapel in this town was _ 


| opened for public worship on Wednesday the. 


= 
~~ 
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8th of May, and the whole of the services 
were of the most interesting character. The 
chapel is a neat and attractive edifice of 
Gothic architecture, and is much admired for 
its convenience and general adaptation to all 
the purposes for which it has been erected. 
The foundation stone was laid on the lst of 
September, 1843, since which time the build- 
ing has progressed in a very satisfactory 
manner, The services connected with the 
opening were commenced with a prayer- 
meeting at 6 o’clock, when an address was 
delivered by the Rev. J. Winter of Bristol. 
At 10 o’clock Mr. J. Teall, from the Baptist 
Academy, Taunton, who for nearly twelve 
months past has been preaching to the church 
and congregation, was publicly ordained as 
the pastor, The service was commenced by 
the Rey. J. Bigwood of Exeter, who read the 
hundred and thirty-second Psalm, and offered 
the introductory prayer. The Rev. G. Cosens 
of Torrington implored the divine blessing on 
the union about to be solemnized. The Rev. 
T. Winter of Bristol delivered the opening 
address, and proposed the usual questions to 
the church and minister. The Rev. Samuel 
Nicholson of Plymouth offered the ordination 
prayer. The Rev. J. Jackson of Taunton, 
Mr. Teall’s late tutor, delivered an affection- 
ate charge; and the service was closed by the 
Rev. W. Hewitt of Crediton. In the after- 
noon, the Rev. W. Aitchison of Barnstaple 
read and prayed; the Rev. J. Bigwood of 
Exeter preached; and the Rey. T. Rockley 
of Hatherleigh offered the concluding prayer. 
The engagements of the evening were com- 
menced by the Rey. T. Winter of Bristol; 
the Rev. Samuel Nicholson of Plymouth 
preached; and the services of the day were 
closed by Mr. Teall, who implored the divine 
blessing on the engagements of a season 
which will be long remembered, and which, it 
is hoped, will be followed by future marks of 
the blessing of heaven. 


BOOTLE, NEAR LIVERPOOL, 


The foundation-stone of a handsome cha- 
pel, in connexion with the baptist denomina- 
tion, was laid at this place at the beginning 
of last month. It is situated in the midst of 
a large and increasing population, where no 
other dissenting chapel has hitherto been 
erected. This effort has been made by the 
church under the pastoral care of the Rey. C. 
M. Birrell; £1050 having been subscribed 
by them, leaving nearly £600 to be raised 
before the opening. The Rev. James Lister, 
as he stated, in Mr, Birrell’s unavoidable ab- 
sence, delivered an able address to a very 
numerous and respectable assembly on the 
ground; other ministers aiding him in the 
services. 
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SOUTHAMPTON, 


The Rev. Thomas Morris of Portsea has 
received and accepted a cordial invitation to 
the pastorate of the church formerly under 
the care of the late Rev. B. H. Draper, 
Southampton. 


BURNLEY, LANCASHIRE, 


Mr. Richard Evans, student at the baptist 
college, Accrington, has accepted a unanimous 
invitation to become pastor of the particular 
baptist church at Burnley, formerly under 
the pastoral care of the Rev. D. Griffiths, 
theological tutor of that college. 


RECENT DEATHS. 
MRS, FLINT. 


It was the distinguished privilege of the 
late Mrs. Flint, to be descended from a long 
line of holy ancestry. Her grandfather, the 
Rey. Enoch Francis, was renowned as a 
preacher throughout South Wales, where his 
name is still venerated; and it is recorded of 
him in his memoir, that “ God gave him grace 
and gifts to an extraordinary degree.” Of 
her father, Benjamin Francis, it may be 
affirmed, that from his extensive labours, and 
numerous publications, there were few of his 
contemporaries in the denomination more 
generally known, or more highly revered, than 
this eminent servant of God. He was, like 
his brother Jonathan, baptized at fifteen years 
of age, and both the sons resembled their 
father, in commencing their ministerial duties 
at nineteen. For forty-three years, he was 
pastor of the baptist church at Shortwood, 
Gloucestershire, where during his ministry he 
baptized four hundred and fifty persons. 

Blest with such a parentage, Mrs. Flint 
was nurtured from her cradle in “the fear 
and admonition of the Lord,” and. in-her 
eighteenth year, it was the felicity of her 
father to admit her by baptism to Christian 
fellowship. In 1799, she was united in mar- 


riage to the Rey. Thomas Flint, then _co- 


pastor with her father; a bond of union, 
which, though it remained unbroken for only 
twenty years, proved the source of mutual. 
joy and consolation. It was in the meridian. 
of his days, and while occupying a sphere of 
extensive usefulness, as pastor of the church 


at Weymouth, that the labours of earth were 


exchanged for the rewards of heaven: and, 
by those who were conversant with him, the 
zeal he exemplified in his Master’s service, 
the anxiety he evinced to be a successful am- 
bassador of Christ, and the eloquence with 
which he enforced his message, will long be 
remembered. A few years after her bereaye- 
ment, Mrs. Flint removed to Canterbury, 


—— 
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where the remainder of life was cheered by 
the assiduous attentions of her children. 


During this, as in preceding periods of her | 


history, she was the subject of much bodily 
indisposition, and her devoted family enter- 
tained but slight expectations her life would 
be prolonged to her sixty-seventh year; in- 
deed her general state of health, while it was 


a barrier to her active usefulness, often pre- | 
vented her enjoying the outward means of | 


grace, and mingling as freely in Christian in- 
tercourse as the warm affections of her heart 
would have led her to do. ‘The tender sus- 
ceptibilities of her mind were often painfully 
excited at the prospect of death, which, though 
it did not prevent her anticipating a blissful 
immortality with the “ full assurance of hope,” 
yet rendered her “subject to bondage.” 

Her last illness was short, but rich in exhi- 
bitions of divine mercy and support. It did 
not assume an alarming character until Sun- 
day evening, March 17th, the day preceding 
her decease, and even then, of the near ap- 
proach of the last enemy she appeared una- 
ware. On the following morning, it became 
evident that the “ mortal” was about to “ put 
on immortality;’ and as one of her dear 
children entered the room, she exclaimed 
with much emphasis, “ What a night I have 
passed !—I cannot describe it! I have been 
in a new world, and in the company of an- 
gels!” ‘Toa relative, who gave her the inti- 
mation of her approaching end, she replied, 
“ What !—do you mean it P—can it be so ?— 
am I so near home? The love of Christ is 
overwhelming !” ‘These were almost the last 
words she uttered; and, at halftpast seven 
the same evening, she sweetly fell asleep in 
Jesus, without even a sigh to indicate the 
moment when her spirit took its fight. Thus 
tranquil was the scene, when— 


“The Angel of the covenant 
Came, and all-faithful to his promise, stood, 
et to watk with her through death’s dark 
vale.” 


The character of this departed saint was 
a lively illustration of Christian principle. 
Deeply imbued with humility, she entertained 
those abasing ‘views of herself, calculated to 
surprise and perplex individuals unacquainted 
with the power of divine truth; panting after 
a full attainment of holiness, she scrupulously 
desired, and highly estimated consistency of 
deportment in others; and, as the humble 


disciple of Jesus, esteeming herself “ less that). 


the least of all saints;” she blended with a 
growing conformity to his image, an ardent 
attachment to the meanest of his followers. 
Perhaps no feature was more attractive; cer- 
tainly, none was more fully developed in her, 
than the complete absence of all selfishness, 
and a disinterested preference for the interests 
of others. This principle seemed to pervade 
her whole conduct; and in its exercise, she 
‘sought to tread in the footsteps of him who, 
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throughout his life of beneficence, “ pleased 
not himself.” With the anxious inquirer she 
sympathized under difficulties; as an en- 
courager of the young, and a comforter to 
the afflicted, she manifested a spirit of kind- 
ness and consolation ; and in the important 
relation of the pastor’s wife, she was eminently 
discreet, and materially assisted in lightening 
the labours of her husband. The frequent 
deprivation of the means of grace, which she 
was ‘called to experience through sickness, 
occasioned her deep regret; but she submitted 
to seclusion without repining; and, while in 
the remembrance of past enjoyments, she 
could say, “ Lord, I have loved the habitation - 
of thy house,” it was still her felicity to de- 
light in the privileges of private communion. 
Those lineaments of character which adorned 
her life, and which will impart fragrance to 
her memory, cannot be more correctly traced 
than in the language of her highly-esteemed 
pastor, the Rev. Wm. Davies: “ Her retiring 
modesty, the sweetness of her disposition, her 
tender affection, unobtrusive manner, and her 
unassuming and secret methods of performing 
acts of kindness and. benevolence for others, 
tended to endear her in no common measure 
to a numerous family circle, and to those 
Christian friends whose society she occasion- 
ally enjoyed. These mental qualities, and 
Christian excellencies, for which we give praise 
to God, will make her loss to be deeply felt, 
beyond the boundary of family ties.” 

It was but a few hours before the com- 
mencement of her fatal illness, that, with deep 
emotion, she parted from the Rev. J. M. 
Cramp, A.M., then about leaving these shores 
for Canada, His remarks on hearing of her 
unexpected decease, we cannot refrain from 
subjoining. 

“The creative power of God fashioned the 
mind of the departed one after the most 
delicate model, enduing it with fine powers 
and tenderest sensibilities ; but redeeming— 
goodness had done much more, sanctifying 
those powers, and consecrating them to the 
sublime purposes of the great salvation, Her 
keen susceptibleness, though in some respects 
it administered to pleasure, exposed her to 
suffering also: a mental texture so exquisitely 
fine would necessarily be wounded under cir- 
cumstances in which harder natures would 
scarcely feel at all. This is now corrected. 
Her mind is far more susceptible than ever ; 
but it is endowed with strength, and is out of 
the reach of all hurtful influences; she 
“stands and bows amongst them there,’ un- 
dazzled by the brightness, and unwearied 
with effort. It is not effort; it is the ease 
and bliss of absolute purity; the consciousness 
of power. And she can endure the holy, 
elevating excitement of ‘the general assem- 
bly,’ without a wish to withdraw into pri- 
vacy. The companionship of flaming seraphs 
is bearable now ; the loud shouts of holy 
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triumph, and the voices of the heavenly 
harpers, can be heard with satisfaction; yea, 
her own voice mingles with the voice of the 
blessed before the throne, exclaiming in tones 
as strong as any of theirs, ‘Worthy is the 
Lamb that was slain!’ ” 


The remains of the late Mrs. Flint were 
deposited in the burial-ground attached to 
the baptist chapel, Margate. 


MR. EDMUND THOMAS CLARKE, 


The deceased was the third son of the Rev. 
Owen Clarke of Vernon Chapel, Pentonville. 
At an early age he discovered those qualities 
of mind and disposition which induced his 
friends to place him as a pupil with a highly 
respectable medical practitioner in Bath, 
Having possessed the advantage of his father’s 
ministry, it was made, through grace, the 
means of his conversion to God. From this 
period he discovered a supreme regard to 
divine things, under which his character was 
gradually formed. In his professional studies 
a considerable measure of natural talent was 
improved by the most unremitting care and 
diligence, so that he acquired the highest con- 
fidence of his medical instructor, and, during 
a large proportion of the period of his resi- 
dence in Bath, he was intrusted with the 
charge of patients even under circumstances 
of comparative difficulty. 

With the highest testimonials he was, in 
due course, entered as a student of Charing 
Cross Hospital ; and, although subject to a 
large measure of those temptations to which 
this portion of a medical education is gene- 
rally exposed, his diligence, firmness, pru- 
dence, and temper, were such that while, 
through the divine blessing, he maintained 
the highest consistency of conduct, he ac- 
quired the esteem of the highly respectable 
professors of the hospital, as well as the 
respect and affection of his fellow-pupils ; 
and, having filled the office of clinical clerk 
to the hospital, he was regarded with much 
confidence and respect by the whole of the 
patients under his care, 

With a view to secure a larger portion of 
time, and to be free from interruption, he 
was generally engaged in the dissecting room 
an hour before the other students. On one 
of these occasions he very slightly punctured 
one of his fingers; but, as it was so slight, 
and as no inflammation of the part took 
place, it was not thought to be of a serious 
nature, but in about ten days afterwards the 
axilliary glands became swollen, and deep- 
seated inflammation appeared to have taken 
place. This was followed by low fever and 
occasional delirium. 

With the view of being under the constant 
care of his medical friends, he was removed 
at their kind request to private apartments in 


Charing Cross Hospital. Here the most un- 
remitting skilful and kind treatment was 
given to his case by the whole of the medical 
officers, and, from the strength of his consti- 
tution and self-possession, his friends were 
encouraged to apply the most energetic treat- 
ment. This, however, failed; and he fel] a 
youthful martyr to the dangers of his profes- 
sion,.on the 18th of April, 1844, in the 
twenty-second year of his age. 

During the whole period of his illness 
when at the hospital, he was attended night 
and day by his affectionate mother, who, al- 
though called to witness the’ most. intense 
sufferings in a beloved son, and during which 
the violence of fever produced occasional de- 
lirium, was delightfully sustained by the 
simple and childlike manner in which he was 
enabled to express his sole reliance as a 
perishing sinner on the atonement and inter- 
cession of the Lord Jesus Christ. A Bible 
given him by his father many years since 
was his constant companion; its hallowed 
truths, which had regulated his conduct, and 
so gave a bright prospect of eminence and 
usefulness, and which had sustained him un- 
der the strongest temptations, now, in his 
last and only illness; imparted to his mind 
the most-delightful consolations, When in 
health, his attendance on public worship was 
never neglected, unless detained by profes- 
sional duty. The last time he was in the 
house of God he had been unavoidably de- 
tained on this account, so that he was strongly 
persuaded by his medical friend not to go to 
chapel that morning, lest, being late, he 
should disturb the congregation. He was, 
however, in time for the sermon, and his 
father, preached from Gal. ii, 20,-which ap- 
peared to produce a very delightful impression 
on his mind. During his illness he repeated 
many favourite hymns, particularly that com- 
mencing— 

“Poor, weak, and worthless, though I am, 
, Ihave a rich, almighty Friend ;” 
and in his conversation with his dear mother 
and others who visited him, he appeared with 
deep humility to intimate that his hope and 
refuge were alone in the grace and mercy of 


the Lord Jesus Christ, while, during the-— 


whole of his severe sufferings, not a murmur 
escaped his lips, but he displayed the most 
calm and peaceful resignation. He slept in 
Jesus. Had he survived, 
that he should be among the first candidates 
for baptism in Vernon Chapel. In its erec- 
tion he took the most lively interest, and_ 
having received a small sum for professional - 
assistance which he rendered to a friend just 
before his illness, the first money he had ever 
earned on his own account, he was extremely 
anxious that this sum should be given as his 
contribution towards the building. 

His removal will be severely felt by a 
arge and attached circle of friends; while 


it was proposed 


— 
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the poor and afflicted of his father’s congre- 
gation will have lost a most affectionate and 
skilful medical adviser. His death was im- 
proved at Vernon Chapel school room, from 
1 John i. 2, 3, to a large congregation, among 
whom were a considerable number of the 
students of Charing Cross Hospital. It was 
a season of deep interest, and it is hoped 
may prove the occasion of life to many. 


REY. GEORGE CHAPMAN, 


This highly esteemed minister, who for 
more than fifty-one years was the devoted 
pastor of the baptist church, Dorman’s Land, 
near East Grinstead, Sussex, fell asleep in 
Jesus, on Tuesday morning, April 30th, 
1844, in his seventy-fourth year. His end 
was peace. 


WILLIAM STANCOMB, ESQ. 


Died, on Thursday morning, May 2, after 
only a few hours’ illness, at the age of sixty- 
nine, W. Stancomb, Esq., a magistrate for 
the county of Wilts, and during twenty-five 
years a deacon of the baptist church, Back 
Street, Trowbridge. On the preceding Lord’s 
day he attended, in his usual health and 
spirits, all the services of the sanctuary, be- 
ginning, according to his invariable custom, 
with the early seven o’clock prayer meeting, 
at which he presided. In~-the afternoon, 
owing to the indisposition of the pastor and 
the absence from town of his senior associate 
in the deaconship, he kindly took upon him- 
self the responsibility of that service also. On 
each occasion, the scriptures which he read, 
the hymns he gave out, and the observations 
that he made, had striking reference to the 
approach of death and eternity. His frame 


of mind throughout the day seemed. to he | 


specially solemn and devout. 

A8 a deacon he was very exemplary in the 
cheerful promptitude with which he under- 
took whatever personal service might be re- 
quired of him; and, at every meeting on 
sabbath days or week days, whether for busi- 
ness or devotion, his presence might be safely 
calculated on. He was accessible at all 
times, and to all persons. Most of the gen- 
tlemen and tradesmen of the town attended 
his corpse to its last resting-place in the 
chapel yard. His death was improved on 


Sunday morning, May 12, in a sermon by } 


Mr. Barnes, from 1 Thess. iv. 13, in presence 
of a crowded auditory, 


JOSEPH GUTTERIDGE, ESQ. 


Died, on Lord’s day, May 5, Joseph Gut- 
teridge, Esq., of Denmark Hill, Camberwell. 
The name of this excellett man must, we 
presume, he very generally known through 
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our denomination, of which for so many 
years he was at once a pillar and an orna- 
ment. His life was protracted to the unu- 
sually long period of nearly ninety-two years, 
sixty-six of which he had been a member of 
the church in Little Prescot Street, and more 
than fifty a deacon. Placed by divine pro- 
vidence in opulent circumstances, he devoted 
the chief part of his time to the affairs of 
benevolent and Christian institutions ; and 
endowed with a remarkably vigorous and 
sound understanding, his judgment had great 
weight in their management. He was at 
different times treasurer to the Baptist Fund, 
to_our Missionary Society, and to Stepney 
College, holding the first of these offices till 
his death, as well as, we believe, to some other 
societies in which the different bodies of dis- 


| senters are combined. For the last few years 


of his life his infirmities had withdrawn him 
from public engagements, but his mental 
faculties were mercifully preserved almost 
unimpaired to the final event. His last mo- 
ments were undisturbed by physical suffering, 
and cheered with the abundant consolations 
of the gospel. By this providence, both our 
denomination and the body of protestant 
dissenters have sustained a loss of no common 
magnitude; but we are consoled in the reflec- 
tion that our loss is his incomparable gain. 
His remains were interred in Bunhill Fields 
on Monday the 13th, when the oration over 
the grave was delivered by Dr. Steane, and 
Mr. Stovel engaged in prayer. Funeral ser- 
mons were also preached by these brethren 
on Lord’s day the 19th, which we hope will 
be published, and we shall then: be able, as 
we trust, to give from them a biographical 
and characteristic sketch of a man so worthy 
to be had in remembrance, 


MRS. DAVIS. 


Died, in the faith and hope of the gospel, 
on Friday, May 10th, at Chenies Lodge, Ann, 
the beloved wife of the Rev. Thomas Davis, 
pastor of the baptist church at Bromsgrove, 
Worcestershire. In January last, she gave 
birth to her sixth child, and shortly after her 
confinement, symptoms of consumption ap- 
peared, In the latter end of April it was 
determined to try her native air, in hopes at 
least of arresting the progress of her disease, 
But she had scarcely been at her dear pa- 
rents’ home a fortnight when her happy spirit 
took its flight to her heavenly Father’s house 
above. She died universally beloved and 
respected by all who knew her. She has 
left an afflicted husband and five dear infants 
to mourn their loss. Her death was im- 
proved by the Rey. E. Davis of Lewis, in 
the baptist chapel, Chenies, on Thursday 
evening, May 16, to a large and attentive 
congregation, from Isaiah xxxiii, 24, _ 
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REV. J. B. SHENSTON. 


The respected pastor of the sabbatarian 
baptist church, meeting in Eldon Street, 
Finsbury, fell asleep on the 12th of May, 
in the sixty-ninth year of his age, having 
been a member of the board of baptist minis- 
ters in London forty-four years. 


MRS. DICKERSON. 


Mary Anne, the beloved wife of the Rev. 
Philip Dickerson, pastor of the baptist church, 
Little Alie Street, Goodman’s Fields, Lon- 
don, was removed from this world on the 15th 
of May, in her 37th year. In life, she 
adorned the doctrine of Christ by a lovely 
character ; and, while struggling with death, 
sung of her confidence in the Rock of Ages, 


MISCELLANEA, 
BAPTIST THEOLOGICAL EDUCATION SOCIETY. 


The proceedings of this society were checked 
almost as soon as it was formed, by the invi- 
tation given to its secretary, Mr. Cramp, to 
become tutor of the baptist theological insti- 
tution at Montreal. As its organization had 
originated with him, and confidence had been 
excited by his acknowledged prudence and 
energy, its conductors felt when he deter- 
mined to remove from this country that a 
vacancy was occasioned that it would be 
difficult to fill up. The Rey. John Cox of 
Woolwich, and the Rev. John Statham of 
Reading, have however consented to become 
joint-secretaries ;. an appeal for pecuniary 
support will now be made, and the committee 
hope that a practical expression will be given 
very generally of that approbation of their 
object and plan which has been expressed 
very cordially in words by churches and 
ministers in many parts of the country. The 
plan, regulations, and list of its committee, 
may be found in our number for November 


last. 


ANTI-STATE-CHURCH CONFERENCE. 


This meeting, which has been a subject of 
discussion many months, having been held, 
we deem it right to present to our readers 
some account of its proceedings. It was held 
at the Crown and Anchor tavern in the 
Strand on the 30th of April and two follow- 
ing days, It is said to have comprised seven 
hundred. and forty delegates, and appears t6 
have been satisfactory to its promoters. The 
most complete view that we can give of its 
character in our limited space,'will be per- 
haps to record the resolutions which were 
passed; omitting those which were transient 
in their nature and related to the details of 
business, and transferring to our pages those 
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of permanent importance. These seem to 
have been drawn up with care, and designed 
to embody.the spirit of the assembly. We 
take them from the columns of The Noncon- 
formist. 


Dr. Young of Perth moved the following 
resolution :— 


** Various misconceptions of the character 
of this Conference having prevailed, 

** Resolved — That the members thereof 
now assembled, take the earliest opportunity 
of declaring, that it never was intended, and 
is not now regarded by them, as constituting 
in any way a demonstration of dissenting 
strength, but is viewed solely as a deliberative 
meeting of such friends of religious liberty as 
believe a conference of dissenting representa- 
tives, gathered from all parts of the empire, 
to be the best mode of commencing a serious 
and earnest effort for the disenthralment of 
religion from the secularizing influence of 
state control. 

“2. That, in the judgment of this Confer- 
ence, the period has now arrived when a 
merely defensive policy must fail to meet the 
requirements of our position, or to discharge 
the obligations under which we are placed ; 
and that a united, earnest, and scriptural 
effort to diffuse our sentiments, with a view 
of preparing the public mind for the extinc- 
tion of the union subsisting between the 
church and the state, is enforced by our inte- 
rests as nonconformists, and still more impe- 
ratively called for by our obligations as 
Christian men.” 


The Rev. C. Stovel proposed the following 
resolution :— 


“hat this Conference, while emphatically 
disclaiming all intention to assail any church 
apart from, its connexion with the state, is 
constrained by a deep sense of religious obli- 
gation to Jesus Christ, the sole head of the 
church, to express its solemn determination 
to persevere in opposition to the principle, on 
which state establishments of religion are 
founded, «as contradistinguished from that 
which lies at the foundation of dissent from — 
such establishments. é 

“That this Conference, consequently, dis . 


tinctly disavows the scriptural authority of _ 


all state establishments of religion, and of all 
state endowments of religion, under any of 
its denominations, and explicitly asserts the 
entire independence of the church of Christ, 
which is to be secured only by the practical 
admission of the principle of selfsupport and 
self-extension, as imperatively demanded by 
the authority of the New Testament. 

«“ That, regarding the principle of state 
establishments of religion as especially involy- 
ing the doctrine that it pertains to the civil 
magistrate, as an incumbent part ef his pub- 
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lic duty, to provide for the interests of reli- 
gion, this Conference maintains that, whether 
the proposal of alliance come from the church 
or from the state, any union between the two 
must be incompatible with the laws contained 
in the statute-book of Christ, as king in his 
chureh, inasmuch as, while there is no au- 
thority in that book for any such union, it is 
positively prohibited in numerous passages, 
embodying facts, principles, and precepts, at 
direct variance therewith. 

“ That any state or secular provision for 
the diffusion of religion, or for the support of 
its ministers, involves the opponents of the 
New Testament method in various difficulties 
and dilemmas; rendering it impossible to 
draw the line of demarcation between things 
secular and things sacred ; causing either the 

’ church, by submitting to the control of the 
state, to sacrifice its independence, or the 
state, by yielding its control, to violate its 
trust, and bringing about a state of things in 
which the professed ministers of Christ derive 
their subsistence, not in the relation which 
they sustain towards the church, but as the 
retainers of those by whom they may be 

aid. 

“That, so far from admitting the voluntary 
principle to amount, as sometimes alleged, to 
a denial of the headship of Christ over the 
nations, this Conference regards the principle 
of state establishments of religion as inevitably 
having that effect ; inasmuch as Christianity 
has superseded Judaism, the principle of 
which was national, by a system purely spiri- 
tual in its character.” 


Mr. Shoebotham then moved the following 
resolution :— 


“ ], That, in the judgment of this Confer- 
ence, the union of the church with the state 
has been proved, by a long and varied course 
of experience, to be productive of highly in- 
jurious and deplorable results, both political 
and spiritual, " 

_ That all historical evidence leads to the 
conclusion, that national establishments for 
securing the stated observance of divine ordi- 
nances and the promulgation of religious 
truth, are maintained chiefly for political 


purposes, are essentially secular rather than’ 


religious institutions, and merge the spiritual 
interests of men in the attempt to further the 
ends of civil rulers; that the endowment by 
the state of any class of clergy has néver 
failed to render them the abettors of oppres- 
sion; that state churches, wherever they exist, 
and under every variety of modification, tend 
to enhance the bitterness of political strife, to 
‘deepen feelings of alienation between class 
and class, and to infuse into the discussion of 
‘all leading topics of national policy, a spirit 
‘of intolerance and bigotry; that they tend, in 
almost every known instance, to perpetuate 
‘the unchristian and inhuman system of war, 
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by treating it in their creeds and standards as 
a Christian duty, and lending to it all the 
influence of ceremonial solemnities; that the 
claims which they set up and enforce, restrict 
in several ways the rights of citizenship, ren- 
der just, impartial, and comprehensive legis- 
lation an impracticability, check the free 
action of political institutions, and clog the 
whole machinery of civil government; that 
they have seriously retarded the progress of 
popular education, and that they have thrown 
a seemingly religious sanction over the most 
unrighteous principles of state policy. 

“3. That, great as are the political evils 
resulting from the union of church and state, 
they sink into insignificance when compared 
with the injuries inflicted by it upon the spi- 
ritual interests of mankind: and this Confer- 
ence avows its belief that Christianity has 
had to contend with no external and institu- 
tional impediment more formidable than 
state churches. The low, mistaken, and 
worldly views of the intrinsic power and the 
exalted objects of divine truth, which their 
very constitution exhibits, and the merely 
nominal or ritual character of the religion 
thereby produced—the system of patronage, 
whether lay or ecclesiastical, which is an in- 
separable element of their being, and the 
consequent assumption of the sacred offices 
by men utterly disqualified for the vocation 
of religious teachers—the temptations held 
out to a state clergy to maintain their exclu- 
sive pretensions by unscriptural and ridicu- 
lous theories respecting the sanctity of their 
order and the efficacy of rites when adminis- 
tered by themselves; to display active enmity 
against all voluntary effort for the diffusion of 
religious truth; to throw practical obstacles 
in the way of its success, and to resort to 
persecutions up to the extent allowed them 
by the spirit of the age—the influence they 
have ever exerted to prevent Christian union 
on any large, general, and scriptural basis— 
the fatal certainty with which they operate to 
detract from the spiritual authority of divine 
truth, and to give perpetuity to error, both in 
doctrine and in discipline—the veil which 
they throw over the religious destitution of 
the people—the amount of benevolent and 
pious zeal which they thereby repress, and 
the popular infidelity which these and other 
evils, flowing out of the system, combine to 
engender and to confirm, demonstrate the 
union between the church and the state to be 
the largest, the most specious, the most fatal 
obstacle to spiritual triumph, which Christian- 
ity in these realms has had to encounter.” 


Mr. Giles of Leeds moved the following 
resolutions on Mr. Massie’s paper :— 


“That, upon a review of the various forms 
and degrees in which the principle of the _ 
union of the church with the state is acted 
out in the ecclesiastical arrangements of the 


es as 
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Bnitish government, both in the united king- 
dom and in the colonies and dependencies of 
the empire, this Conference is deeply im- 
pressed with the conviction, that, in the dis- 
tribution of state honours and emoluments 
among the professed ministers of religion, 
ministers of state and the legislature have 
rarely been influenced by any concern for the 
maintenance and propagation of religious 
truth, but generally by considerations of 
state policy. 


“That this is seen most conspicuously in 
the church of England, as by law established, 
in which the distribution of ecclesiastical ho- 
nours, offices, and emoluments, is rendered 
subservient to the designs of men in power, 
and injurious to the best interests of the 
people. 

“ That, in Ireland, these evils are greatly 
aggravated by the protestant episcopal church 
in that country being the accepted church of 
only a very small minority of the population, 
and are further illustrated by the regiwm do- 
num and the Maynooth grant, which, viewed 
in connexion, exhibit the government as pre- 
tending to sustain, with equal hand, protest- 
ant and Romanist dissenters, and the adyo- 
cates of theological opinions diametrically 
opposed, while, in their distinct operation, 
they have conduced as little to the peace and 
good order of the country as to the moral 
and religious benefit of the people. 


“ That, in Scotland, where the state, al- 
though it has established episcopacy in 
England, acknowledges the title of presby- 
terianism to legislative recognition and sup- 
port, the political subjugation of an established 
church to the state by which it is established, 
has been recently demonstrated to be an in- 
evitable and irreversible consequence and 
condition of such connexion and dependence, 
by the secession of nearly half the ministers 
of the state church in that country, simply 
because they could not retain their position 
in it, and yet preserve their independence as 
Christian men and Christian ministers. 


«<That in Canada, Australia, and other 
British colonies, government grants of money 
or of land to the ministers and members of 
conflicting denominations, evince in a striking 
manner the utter indifference of the public 
authorities to the nature of religious truth, 
and consequently sustain the inference that 
the distribution of such grants is regulated by 
merely politica] considerations. 

“That the parliamentary grant to poor 
dissenting ministers in England and Wales 
sustains the same conclusions. 

«That, therefore, this Conference, on a 
solemn review of these facts, cannot refrain. 
from entering its decided protest against all 
the forms in which the fundamental principle 
of the union of the church with the state has 


been embodied by the British legislature.” 
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Mr, John Burnet then proposed the fol- 
lowing resolution, grounded on a paper which 
had just been read, drawn up and forwarded 
to the Conference by a member of the bar :— 


“ That, in contending for the separation of 
the church from the state, this Conference 
contemplates an ultimate appeal to the impe- 
rial parliament for the following objects :— 
Ist. For the repeal of all those laws which 
render either the profession or the disavowal 
of any form of religious faith or worship, or 
the subscription, or recital, or adoption in 
any way, of any declaration containing or 
implying a pledge of a certain line of conduct 
towards any religious body or institution, a 
necessary qualification for the exercise of any 
public office or employment; or which confer 
on the ministers of religion, in any of its 
forms, the right, as such, to fill any parlia- 
mentary station or public office, or to perform 
any public or state function; or which ex- 
clude all ministers of religion, except those 
attached to a specified sect, from conducting 
services of religion on occasions of state cere- 
mony, and before either of the two houses of 
parliament and other national bodies or insti- 
tutions, or which devote~publie money, whe- 
ther taken eut of the parliamentary taxes or 
out of any other branch of the national re- 
venue, or public property, whether consisting 
of lands, buildings, or otherwise, to the sup- 
port of any form of religious faith or worship; 
or which, on the ground of religious faith or 
worship, exempt from public payments, or 
create distinctions of any nature, honourable 
or otherwise. 

«9. For the enactment of laws entirely 
abolishing public exactions in support of any 
form of religious faith or worship, and resum- 
ing into the hands of parliament (with due 
regard to the life interests of actual benefi- 
ciaries, and to the equitable claims of all 
other parties) for application to purposes 
strictly national and purely secular, all lands, 
buildings, and other property, at any time 
granted by parliament for the support of 
religious faith or worship in any form, or for 
the exclusive use of men or bodies of men, 
professing or maintaining any description of 
religious faith or worship.” 


Dr. Jenkyn moved the following resolu- 
tion :— 


“ That, while this Conference feels it to be 
incumbent upon all the friends of true reli- 
gion to seek, with deep earnestness and per- 
severing energy, the dissolution of the union 
between the church and the state, it distinctly ~ 
and solemnly repudiates the use of any 
means in the attainment of this end but such 
as are based on moral principles, and are in 
strict accordance with the genius and direc- 
tions of Christianity and the will of God. 
That it proposes to address itself to the great 
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work it contemplates by endeavouring to im- 
press on the minds of religious men of all 
denominations a becoming sense of the im- 
portance of the subject, by availing itself of 
all suitable opportunities and modes of in- 
forming their fellow-countrymen, and of cre- 
ating and directing public opinion, with the 
view of ultimately prevailing upon the legis- 
lature of the country to leave divine truth to 
its intrinsic claims and power, and to the pro- 
tection and blessing of the great Head of the 
church, 

“2, That this Conference is unfeignedly 
solicitous that this work should be ‘prosecuted 
in the spirit of Christian forbearance, candour, 
and charity, but with unflinching firmness 
and untiring perseverance; that it should be 
carried on prayerfully, and in a constant 
sense of dependence upon the blessing of the 
Most High: and that any departure from 
this temper will tend to retard the success of 
the enterprise, which every nonconformist 
must have at heart. 

“ 3, That, in the judgment of this Confer- 
ence, the solemn duty devolves upon the 
dissenters of Great Britain to commence such 
wise, united, and well-directed efforts as may 
issue in the separation of the church from 
the state; and they are hereby respectfully 
and earnestly invoked, laying aside all consi- 
derations of temporary expediency, to take 
their ground on the sacred principles they 
profess, to assert the spirituality of the king- 
dom of Christ, and never to rest until this 
great and fundamental truth shall be practi- 
cally recognized by the government of the 
United Kingdom.” 


Mr. J. Burnet then moved, which ‘was se- 
conded— 


“ That a scheme of organization to liberate 
the Christian religion in the British empire 
from state interference should be adopted.” 

The scheme consisted of a series of clauses, 
part of which, after some verbal alterations, 
were agreed to. 


Mr. John Burnet proposed the following 
resolution : 


“That the Conference, in view of recent 
events in Scotland, gratefully acknowledges 
the devoted and persevering efforts of those 
advocates of the voluntary principle in that 
country who were mainly instrumental in 
superinducing the secession of upwards of-five 
hundred ministers from the church of Scot- 
land, and would earnestly recommend that 
they continue to urge ministers and members 
of the free church faithfully to renounce in 
theory, as they have renounced in practice, 
the principle of an establishment, as unscrip- 
tural, impolitic, and unjust.” 


_ The gentlemen who presided at the several 
sittings were (as described in the Noncon- 
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formist) Mr. John Burnet, the Rev. Andrew 
Marshall, D.D., LL.D., of Kirkintilloch, Dr. 
Young of Perth, Mr. J. Acworth, John 
Dunlop, Esq. of Brockloch, and Dr. Cox. 
Papers were read which had been drawn up 
by Dr. Wardlaw, Mr. Miall, Mr. Massie, a 
Member of the Bar, and Mr. J. P. Mursell 
of Leicester. The principal speakers, in ad- 
dition to those already named, were Mr. W. 
S. Crawford, M.P., Dr. Pye Smith, Professor 
M‘Michael of the Relief Church of Scotland, 
Mr. Joseph Sturge, Mr. A. Gordon of Derry, 
Mr. Trestrail of Cork, Mr. J. Sibree of Co- 
ventry, Mr.. Brock of Norwich, George 
Thompson, Esq., Dr. Price, Mr. Robertson 
of Edinburgh, Dr. M‘Farlane of Glasgow, 
Dr. Campbell, Mr. James Richardson ‘of 
London, and Mr. W. Higgs of Gloucester. 


BRITISH ANTI-STATE-CHURCH ASSOCIATION. 


The following is the scheme of organization 
adopted by the Anti-state-church Conference, 
on Thursday, May 2, as it appears, after 
verbal revision, in the Nonconformist of 
May 15. 


I. That a society be now formed, to be in- 
tituled, “‘ Tae British ANTI-STATE-CHURCE 
ASSOCIATION.” 3 

II. That this society be based upon the 
following principle :—*‘ That in matters of 
religion man is responsible to God alone; 
that all legislation by secular governments in 
affairs of religion, is an encroachment upon 
the rights of man, and an invasion of the pre- 
rogatives of God; and that the application 
by law of the resources of the state to the 
maintenance of any form or forms of religious 
worship and instruction, is contrary to reason, 
hostile to human liberty, and directly op- 
posed to the word of God.” 

III. That the object of this society be— 
the liberation of religion from all govern- 
mental or legislative-interference. 

IV. That this object be sought by lawful 
and peaceful means, and by such means only, 

V. That every individual subscribing to 
the principle upon which this Society is based, 
and contributing not less than one shilling 
annually to its general fund, be admissible as 
a member. ta ; 

_ VI. That the officers of this society con- 
sist of a treasurer, three secretaries, three 
auditors, a council of five hundred, and an 
executive committee of fifty members; that 
the place of meeting of the executive com- 
mittee be in London; and that the members 
of the council be entitled, when in London, 
to sit at the committee board, and to take 
part in their deliberations, _ bis 5 

VII, That the whole of the officers be, in 
the first instance, elected by the present con- — 


‘ference. = _ 


S 
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VIII. That the treasurer, secretaries, and 
auditors, be elected in open conference, and 
be subject to the following regulations :— 


1. No individual shall be acknowledged as an 
officer of this society until he have declared his ad- 
hesion to the principle on which it is founded. 

2. Each officer shall hold office during the society’s 
pleasure, except as hereinafter provided for. 


IX. That the council of five hundred be 
elected by the Conference alone, and be sub- 
ject to revision, as to its composition, at 
each succeeding Conference. 


1, The members of the council shall be thus ap- 
portioned—three hundred for England, one hundred 
for Scotland, fifty for Ireland, and fifty for Wales. 

2. Vacancies in the council shall not be filled up 
until the next Conference after they occur. 

3. A Conference shall be convened once in three 
years at least, to be constituted in the same manner 
as the Anti-state-church Conference of 1844, 


X. That the executive committee be elect- 
ed, in the first instance, by the Conference ; 
be altered or re-appointed from time to time 
by the council at its pleasure; and be liable 
to be altered, dismissed, or re-appointed, at 
each succeeding Conference. 

XI. That vacancies in the offices of trea- 
surer, Secretary, and auditor, and in the exe- 
cutive committee, be filled up by the council 
in the following manner : — 


‘ 1. Any such vacancy shall, within a month after 
its occurrence, be signified by the executive com- 
mittee, through the post, to each member of the 
council. 

2. The executive committee may nominate to fill 
up vacancies, but each member of the council shall 
be at liberty to disregard such nominations, and to 
vote for other persons whom he may deem more 
eligible—marking those names presented by the 
committee for which he votes, or erasing those 
which he rejects, and substituting such as he may 
prefer, 

3. The circulars thus marked being returned by 
post to the committee, they shall ascertain who 
have the majority of votes, and announce the result 
by public advertisement. 


XII. That the duties of the several classes 
of officers be as follows :— 


1. The treasurer shall pay into the hands ‘of a 
banker, selected by the executive committee, and in 
the name of “The British Anti-state-church Asso- 
ciation,” all monies transmitted to him for the bene- 
fit of the society ; shall keep a correct account of all 
such moneys, and of the names of the persons by 
whom they are sent; shall pay, by cheques on the 
banker, signed with his name, such, and only such, 
sums of monéy, in liquidation of claims against this 
society, as the executive committee shall at any one 
of its meetings direct; shall lay his accounts of re- 
ceipts and disbursements before the council, when- 
ever convened ; and shali annually prepare a balance- 
sheet to be presented to the council at its first 
meeting after January in each year. 

_ 2, The secretaries shall so arrange among them- 
selves, as that one of them, at least, shall be in, 
attendance at each meeting of the council and of 
the executive committee, to take minutes of the 
proceedings, which shall be read for confirmation at 
their next meetings respectively; shall, with such 
assistance as the executive committee may deem 
necessary, conduct all the correspondence of the 
society, summon the members of the executive 
committee and of the council to their ordinary and 
special meetings, and prepare and arrange tho busi- 
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ness to be laid before them; shall keep a correct 
register of the names of the members of this society 
—issuing to them annually fresh cards of member- 
ship; shall hand over to the treasurer all moneys 
received by them for the benefit of this society, with 
a correct account of the same; and shall obtain 
reimbursement for petty expenses incurred by 
them in transacting the business of this society, by 
means of orders on the treasurer, authorized by the 
executive committee, and signed by the chairman 
for the time being, and by two members, at least, of 
the executive committee. 

_3. The auditors shall examine and audit the so- 
ciety’s accounts annually, making such remarks on 
any item of expense as they may deem to be called 
for, and shall present their report to the council, at 
its first meeting after January in each year. 


XIII. That the council meet once in 
twelve months, at least, the time and place 
of their next meeting being fixed by them- 
selves, at each successive meeting, and that 
the following be their powers and duties :— 


1. They shall elect to all offices except in their 
own body, which may be vacated by death or other- 
wise, during the interval between one conference 
and another. 

2. They shall determine all plans of importance 
connected with the operations of this society ; and, 
whatsoever they determine, the executive commit- 
tee shall carry into effect, according to their in- 
structions. 

3. They shall superintend the affairs of this so- 
ciety, making arrangements-for the holding of con- 
ferences, wheneyer_and wherever, it may, in their 
judgment, be expedient; but, under any circum- 
stances, they shall call a general conference at least 
once in three years. _ 


XIV. That the constitution, duties, and 
responsibilities of the executive committee 
be the following :— 


1, They shall meet once a month, at least, being 
summoned by circular from the secretaries, at some 
fixed place of business to be selected by themselves. 

2. It shall be their first duty to carry out the 
plans of the council. 

3. They shall take measures for the collection and 
digest of statistical and other information relative 
to state churches, and shall procure, by public com- 
petition or otherwise, the writing of such tracts, or 
larger treatises, on the question of national religious 
establishments, as they may deem requisite to fur- 
ther the objects of this society. 

4, They shall regulate the movements of public 
lecturers engaged in the name of this society, and 
shall give advice to individuals wishing to form simi- 
lar associations. = $53 

5. They shall carry into execution, as opportuni- 
ties present themselves, the several modes of action 
prescribed by the council, shall act as a central 
committee of advice whenever occasions may re- 


quire, and shall have power to call together the-~ S 


council whenever, in their judgment, it may appear 
desirable. ; 
6. They shall hold themselves responsible to the 


| council, by whose decisions they shall be bound. 


XV. That the following be among the 
modes of action contemplated by this so- 
ciety :— 

1. The collection and digest, from authentic pub- 
lic documents, of all such information as may throw 
light upon the nature and tendency of state churches. 

2. The securing original essays on the question of 
state churches, for popular use, and fitted to suppl 
to the public, and especially to dissenters, n 
and useful information on the subject. 

3. The employment of lecturers, gratuitous or 
otherwise, under the sanction and direction of the 
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executive committee; to explain and enforce the 
fundamental principle of this society ; to expose the 
evils which have resulted, and are inseparable, from 
any form of alliance between church and state ; and 
to rouse the public, and especially professed noncon- 
formists, to an earnest consideration of their duty in 
this matter. a 

5. The giving advice to individuals wishing to 
form similar associations, for the purpose of diffus- 
ing correct information, and of bringing public 
opinion to bear, as prudence may dictate, upon the 
composition of the House of Commons, and upon 
the decisions of the imperial parliament. 

6. The promotion of the return to parliament, 
wherever practicable, of men of known integrity 
and ability, conversant with the principles of this 
society, and disposed to avail themselves of all suit- 
able occasions for exciting discussion thereupon, 
and ready to promote its object; and the furnishing 
of such members, when returned, with all the special 
information the society can command. 

7. The support of: such members whenever the 
eouncil shall deem it advisable to agitate the ques- 
tion of state churches in the legislature, by means 
of petitions to the houses of parliament, and memo- 
rials to the throne, and in other appropriate and 
constitutional ways. a 

8. The remoyal of the question of national reli- 
gious establishments as much as possible from under 
the influence of party feeling; the placing it upon 
the ground of what is due to pure and undefiled re- 
ligion, and to the best interests, temporal and spiri- 
tual, of the people; and the enlistment of the sin- 
cerely religious of all classes of the community by 
energetic appeals to conscience. 

9. The adoption of preparatory measures for ob- 
taining the repeal of all existing laws directly or 
indirectly involving the union of the church with 
the state; and the enactment of laws adapted to 
carry out, to their legitimate extent, the principles 
of religious liberty. 

10. The employment of whatsoever lawful and 
peaceful means may be adapted to promote the one 
great object of “The British Anti-state-church As- 
sociation.” 


CHELTENHAM. 


The church and congregation under the 
pastorate of the Rey. David Denham, late of 
London, finding it necessary to leave the 
Baptist Tabernacle, in the Bath Road, for a 


larger and more central place of worship in | 


the town, have taken Ebenezer Chapel, King 
Street ; which, after a thorough repair, was 
opened on Lord’s day, April 28, 1844. The 
Rey. H. B. Bulteel, A.M, late fellow of 
Exeter College, Oxford, and the pastor, 
preached on the occasion. 


RESIGNATION, 


Our respected brother, the Rev. Charles 
Darkin, having resigned the co-pastorate of 
the baptist church Cirencester, his late friends, 
a few days since, presented him with a copy 
of Bagster’s English Hexapla, elegantly bound 
in morocco, accompanied with an address, 
expressive of their esteem for his person and 
character, their gratitude for his past services, 
and their great regret at his removal. 
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MARRIAGES. 


At the baptist chapel, Uley, Gloucestershire, 
April 9th, 1844, by the Rey. John Eyres, Mr SAvaGE 
to Miss Truui of Uley. 


In the baptist chapel, Andover, April 23, by the 
Rey. T. Applegate, Mr. Joun BAaverstock to Miss 
Frances Soper, both of that town. 


At the baptist chapel, Horsley Street, Walworth, 
by the Rey. G. Cole, May 4, Mr. E. B. Pontirex of 
Great Dover Street, Borough, to Ann, eldest daughter 
of Mr, G. Cuarx, Hatfield Street, Blackfriars’ Road, 


At the same time and place Mr. I. Barnett of 
Great Dover Street to Ex1zABeTH, second daughter 
of Mr. Charx. 


RECENT PUBLICATIONS 
Approved. 


Stories from the Old and New Testaments, on an 
improved plan. With a brief Sketch of the Evi- 
dences of Divine Revelation. By the Rev. Bournge 
Hari Draper. With 48 Engravings. Fifth edition. 
London: Grant and Grigith. 12mo. pp. 260. 


The Discourse on Christian Baptism by Mr. 
THomAs StraTTeEN of Hull, examined by Joun 
Craps. London: Houlston and Stoneman. 12mo. 
pp. 52. 


Appeal from the Church to the Hopeful but Non- 
professing Hearer; with suitable Reflections for 
Professing Christians. By the Rey. Henry Ep- 
Warps, Ph.D., D.D. London: Dyer. 18mo. pp. 160. 


Notices of the state of Religion in Geneva and 
Belgium. By H. Heven, D.D.~Glasgow: Macle- 
hose. 16mo. pp. 250. = 
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Rome and the Reformation, or a Tour in the 
South of France. A Letter to the Rey. Richard 
Burgess, Honorary Secretary of the Foreign Aid 
Society. By J. H. Mente D’AupBiengs, D.D. Lon- 
don: 18mo. pp. 69. Price 2s. 


The North British Review. No. I. May, 1844. 
Contents. I. Life and Discoveries of Cuvier. II. 
Harris’s Highlands of Ethiopia. IIT. The Corn Laws. 
IV. Memoirs and Correspondence of Mrs. Grant of 
Laggan. V. The Crusades. VI. Tractarian Poetry. 
Vil. Frederika Bremer’s- Swedish Novels. WIII. 
Sowell’s Christian Morals. IX. Policy of Party. 
X. Contributions of Lord Jeffrey to the Edinburgh 
Review. Edinburgh: 8vo. pp. 284. Price 6s. 


—_— 


The Devotional Letters of the Rey. Pururp Dopp-. 
rmDGE, D.D., affording Advice and Consolation 
under Family Bereavements and other trying Dis- 
pensations of Divine Providence. Second and cor- 
rected edition. London: Snow. 12mo. pp. 228. : 


The Sacramental Meditations and Spiritual Expe- 
rience of the Revs Puit1Pp Doppringer, D.D. Forming 
a practical sequel to his celebrated work, “The Rise. 
and Progress of Religion in the Soul.” Second and 
corrected edition. London: Snow. 12mo. pp. 174. — 
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ot > “ene Rev. ae Renwick, Gavlast obthe 
sh Martyrs. the Rey. Roperr Simpson, 
Sanguhar, Author of the “Tradition of the Cove- 
nanters.” Edinburgh: 12mo. pp. 220. Price 2s. 6d. 
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Traditions of the Covenanters; or, Gleanings among 
the Mountains. By the Rey. Ropmrr Simpson, San- 
quhar, author of “The Life of James Renwick,” 
&e., &e. Hdinburgh: Johnstone, 12mo0. pp. 233. 


The Christian System Vindicated against the more 
popular Forms of Modern Infidelity. Being the 
Hulsean Prize for the year 1838, and the Norrisean 
Prizes for the years 1837, 1839. By the Rev. DANIEL 
Moorg, M.A., Minister of Christ Chapel, St. John’s 
Wood. Second edition, with additions. London: 
H. G Bohn. 16mo. pp. 341. 


Outlines of Congregationalism; with an Histori- 
eal Sketch of its Rise and Progress in the Town of 
Andover. By the Rey. J. S. PeEArsauu. London: 
Foolscap 8vo. pp. 159. Price 2s. 6d. 


Sacred Biography; illustrative of Man’s Three- 


Fold State: the present, intermediate, and future. 
By J. Smiru, M.A. Glasgow: Gallie. 12mo. pp. 400. 


Elements of Language and General Grammar. By 


GrorGe Payne, LL.D. London: 12mo. pp. 236. 
Price 4s. 6d. 


Truth and Duty: an Appeal to British Youth on 
the present Claims of Christianity; being the sub- 
stance of three discourses to the young, recently de- 
livered in Abney Chapel, Stoke Newington. By 
Joun Jerrerson. London: Snow. 12mo. pp. 67. 


The Ministry of Angels, and the Nature of Invisible 
Influence. By THomAS BLUNDELL. Second edition. 
London: 18mo. pp. 60. Price 1s. 


The Eclectic Review. May, 1844. London: 


Ward and Co. 


The Celestial Railroad. By NarHanrrt Haw- 
THORNE. Reprinted from the Baptist Magazine. 
London: 12mo. Price 1d, 


EDITORIAL POSTSCRIPT. 


The annual public meetings of some large 
societies this month have been rendered re- 
markable by the introduction of a practice, 
the bearings of which on the future prosperity 
of all such institutions demands attention. 
Amendments to the resolutions prepared by 
the respective committees have been proposed 
and carried, having reference to points on 
which the subscribers and friends of the so- 
cieties were divided, At the meeting of the 
Sunday School Union, Mr. Carlile brought 
forward an instruction to the committee “ to 
discontinue, at the earliest possible period, 
the publication and sale at the Union Depo- 
sitory of all denominational formularies;” and 
this, after an exciting discussion, which led 
away the meeting from all other topics, was 
cearried by a show of hands. This meeting, 
however, was peaceful and harmonious in 
comparison of that of the British and Foreign 

_ Anti-slavery Society, which equalled any 
county meeting or contested election that we 
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ever witnessed in tumultuous uproar; when 
Mr. George Thompson proposed a resolution 
on the very critical question of the admission 
of slave-grown sugar, and eventually carried 
it, in opposition to the gentlemen who have 
generally been regarded as the anti-slavery 
leaders, restricting the committee “ from 
acting in their associate capacity on that part 
of the constitution which pledges the society 
to the adoption of fiscal regulations in favour 
of free labour, until a special meeting has 
been held to re-consider the articles of the 
Society as they bear upon that question.” 
Now respecting the measures themselves we 
are not offering an opinion. As to denomi- 
national catechisms, we have always used 
what little influence we possessed to promote 
their passage to oblivion. It would be for 
the interests of truth, we believe, if they were 
all deposited in the crater of Mount Vesu- 
vius. As to the admission of slave-grown 
sugar, after listening to the discussion, which 
was conducted with considerable talent, it 
appeared to us to be a question so intricate 
and delicate, and yet so important, that we 
could not take upon ourselves the responsi- 
bility of holding up a hand on either side. 
But the point we desire to submit to the 
judicious friends of religious societies is this : 
What will be the consequence if these prece- 
dents are followed, and it becomes customary 
to submit questions requiring the most calm 
and deliberate consideration to the decision— 
the final decision of these promiscuous as- 
semblies? The precedents now set will as- 
suredly be followed. The questions raised 
will be precisely such as these meetings are 
least suitable to determine; questions of great 
nicety, on which the friends of a society are 
divided, and respecting which strong feeling 
exists. There is no certainty that the deci- 
sion of the meeting will correspond with the 
judgment of the society, or of its friends, 
To say nothing of the effect of clever decla- 
mation, and of adventitious circumstances, on 
all meetings consisting of thousands; to say 
nothing of the immense quantity of noise 
that can be made sometimes by a few persons 
in whom the thinking faculty has never been _ 
developed, there can be no certainty that one~ 
half of the assembly consists of real friends 
to the institution. There have been times 
when pro-slavery men would have attended” 
at anti-slavery meetings, ready to vote in any 
way in which they thought they could do 
most mischief. At the late meeting, the 


.question was one in which, had they expected 


that it would be discussed, and that a decision 
which must be binding would be made, mere 
politicians, and persons interested in the ad- 
mission or exclusion of Brazilian sugar, might 
have been disposed to intermeddle. Dissent- 
ing meetings are exposed to the intrusion of 
unscrupulous partisans of the state church, 
such as, constituted high-church mobs in 
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former days, and such as now write scurrilous 
letters to the Morning Post, or volumes of 
fiction by professed ‘‘ Ex-Dissenters.” Ata 
crowded meeting in Exeter Hall it is difficult 
to make the whole assembly hear so clearly 
as to preclude misapprehension in voting, 
and impossible for any human chairman to 
determine with certainty on which side the 
majority lies, when the division is nearly 
equal. It is important for these, and many 
other reasons, that the executive and the in- 
fluential members of all similar societies 
should consider what measures can be adopted 
to prevent the recurrence of these scenes. 
Else this effect will assuredly follow, that 
many of the best, firmest, and most liberal 
friends of our societies, who cannot bear ex- 
citement and contention, will withdraw their 
attendance ; and unless we mistake greatly, 
the abolition of all such religious public 
meetings, if not the destruction of the so- 
cieties themselves, will speedily ensue. 


Mr. Monster, the pastor of the baptist 
church in Copenhagen, is again in prison. 
On the 13th of May he was incarcerated for 
the fo.rth time, his adversaries, however, 
having on this occasion taken care to avoid 
the inconvenience which they have previously 
experienced when they made charges which 
it was difficult to sustain, by prudently con- 
cealing the reason for their procedure. He 
has not been apprised himself of the nature 
of his offence, and the police say they know 
not of what crime he is accused! Still, it is 
not difficult to conjecture the inducements of 
the clergy to stir up the government to per- 
secute our friend. Though he does not him- 
self baptize, his sermons are blessed to the 
conversion of many; others administer the 
ordinance, and the church is rapidly increas- 
ing. A clergyman, of some eminence as a 
theologian; has lately written and published 
a work in defence of the baptists, in which 
the state church is unmasked very uncere- 
moniously. The firmness with which suffer- 
ings are endured by the baptist confessors 
must be also extremely trying to the patience 
of their foes. In a letter written by Mr. 
Monster a few days before his imprisonment, 
requesting Mr. Rothery to return his hearty 
thanks on behalf of his suffering brethren to 
those baptists in this country by whose con- 
tributions they have been aided, he says, 
What at present most troubles and annoys 
us, is the cruelty practised by the police in 
taking the children by force to the state 
church to be sprinkled. This practice has 
lately caused the death of a child, about 
twelve months old. It was so alarmed, that 
through much crying it became ill, and ina 
few days after died. And yet the police de- 
mand to be paid for this forced baptism, and 
murder of the child; and, as the father re- 
fused, he, with two or three others, will have 
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his goods seized or be thrown into prison. I 
hope, however, that when this comes to the 
knowledge of the government it will open 
their eyes to the evil, and lead them to do 
away with such unnatural force. We can 
only pray for them—‘ Father forgive them, 
for they know not what they do.’” 


The Secretary of “ The Aged and Infirm 
Ministers’ Society” is anxious to urge its 
claims again upon ministers and churches. 
He says, “ The treasurer has informed me 
that he is in want of nearly £20 to make up 
the income this year to £300, and he feels 
deeply concerned, that the sum granted to 
our brethren should be increased, instead of 
being diminished. Can you, brethren, be 
indifferent ?.... Let each member raise £7 
per annum, by a collection or subscriptions, 
&c., &c., and the committee will be able to 
make an annual grant of £50 to each claim- 
ant, and more in proportion to the amount 
raised. And, brethren, will you not accom- 
plish it? Make the effort, and you will 
succeed. There is a heart glowing with affec- 
tion, and a soul tenderly alive to their minis- 
ters’ comforts in many of our members, and 
they will aid you. I would most earnestly 
entreat our brethren to make a collection 
before the annual meeting, and send it to our 
treasurer, J. L. Phillips, Esq., Melksham. 
I beg to add, that I shall submit to the next 
meeting a resolution rendering it obligatory 
on all the beneficiary members of the society, 
while retaining the pastorate, to. make an an- 
nual collection towards the funds of the 
institution.” Any additional information that 
may be desired, may be obtained by applica- 
tion to the Rev. W. Yates, Stroud, Glouces- 
tershire.” 


Further intelligence has just been received 
from Copenhagen. Mr. Monster has been 
informed that his crime is—“ his having~re- 
ceived appointment in this country” [Den- 
mark] “as a missionary for a foreign baptist 
community, and having exerted himself for 
the propagation of baptism in this country 
contrary to law.” The former part of this 
accusation refers probably to the fact that a 
small salary has been allowed to him by the 
American Baptist Board of Foreign Missions; 
the latter part needs no explanation. Mr. 
Monster is now kept in much closer confine- 
ment than on previous occasions; his cell is 
constantly locked, excepting that two hours 
every day he is allowed to walk in the pas- 
sage; and he is not permitted to write a let- 
ter to any one. The police have also seized 
a large bathing tub, which had been used for 
immersion in the winter: this, however, 
serves rather to illustrate their zeal than the 
efficiency of their measures; for, as Mr. Mon-. 
ster observed when he heard of it, “there is 
water enough in the Sound !” Se 
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HOME PROCEEDINGS. 


ANNUAL MEETINGS. 


The services connected with the Baptist Missionary Society, held annually in 
London, were commenced this year on the 17th, by a meeting for prayer in the 
new Mission House in Moorgate Street. It was well attended, and a devotional 
spirit appeared to prevail. Dr. Murch presided, and prayer was offered by the 
brethren Kent of Shrewsbury, Pilkington of Rayleigh, Stock of Chatham, C. B. 
Robinson of Leicester, Rothery of Hoxton, Upton of St. Albans, Gould of Dublin, 
Millard of Lymington, Eustace Carey, Joseph Angus. 


SERMONS. 


At Surrey Chapel, on the evening of Thursday, the 18th, Mr. Brock of Norwich 
preached on behalf of the Society from John iii. 7, 8 ; after Mr. Larom of Sheffield 
had read a portion of scripture and prayed. e 

At the Poultry Chapel, on the morning of Wednesday, the 24th, after Mr. Ed- 
wards of Nottingham had read and prayed, Dr. Campbell of the Tabernacle 
preached on behalf of the Society from Psalm Ixxii. 11. 


GENERAL MEETING. 


The General Meeting of the Subscribers to the Baptist Missionary Society, held 
at the Mission House, Moorgate Street, commenced on Friday, April 19th, 1844, 
at 10 o’clock. 

The Rev. W. H. Murch, D.D. having been called to preside, he requested the 
Rev. Jonathan Watson of Edinburgh, to open the business of the Meeting with 
prayer. , 

The Secretary laid on the table the Reports of the Committee, and of the Trea- 
surer, for the year. The Minutes of the Committee for the year were then read, 
and various questions asked in reference to matters of business, and answers 
given. After which it was resolved that the Meeting adjourn to Tuesday morning 
at 10 o’clock. 


Tuesday, April 23. 


The chair having been resumed by Rev. Dr. Murch, the Rev. W. Upton engaged 
in prayer. 

On the motion of Charles B. Robinson, Esq., of Leicester, seconded by George 
Lowe, Esq., F.R.S., of London, it was resolved that W. B. Gurney, Esq., be re- 
quested to fill the office of Treasurer for the year ensuing. 

On the motion of the Rev. James Sprigg, M.A., of Ipswich, seconded by the 
Rev. J. P. Briscoe, it was resolved that the Rey. Joseph Angus, M.A., be requested 
to fill the office of Secretary. eee 

_On the motion of the Rev. Joseph Angus, M.A., seconded by the Rev. William 
Upton, resolved that Wills Kitson, Esq., G. T. Kemp, Esq., and ‘George Gould, "3 
Esq., be Auditors for the year ensuing. ar od 
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The nomination for the Committee having been completed, the ballot taken, 
and scrutineers appointed, the following names were brought up as the Members 


of the Committee for the ensuing year. 


Rey. James AcwortTH, M.A, Bradford. 
Rey. JoHn ALDIs . 5 : « London. 
Josrpu H. ALLEN, Fsq. -. London, 
Rey. CHarxtes M. BIRRELL . Liverpool. 
Rev, Cates E. Birt. Bristol. 
Rev. SAMUEL BRAWN . Loughton. 
Rev. WILLIAM Brock , Norwich. 


Rey. Francis A, Cox, D.D., LL.D.London. 


Rev. THomas S, Crisp , Bristol. 
Rey. J. MorTLock DANIELL Ramsgate, 
Rev. BENJAMIN Davits, Pu. D.. London. 
Rev. JaMes Epwarps . Nottingham. 
BENJAMIN GARDINER, EsqQ. . London, 
Rev. Joun E. Gives . 3 ‘ Leeds. 

Rev. Benyamin Gopwin, D.D. . Oxford. 
Rev. SAMUEL GREEN . 5 8 London. 
Rev. WILLIAM GROSER 2 - London. 
Rey. Joun H. Hinton, M.A. London. 


Rev. James Hosy, D.D. Birmingham 


Rey. WitLtiam H. Murcu, D.D. London. 
Rev. James P. MuRsgLu Leicester. 
Joun Penny, Esq. « London. 
Tuomas PewrTress, Esq. London. 
Rev. GEorRGE PRITCHARD London. 
Rev. Ropert Rorr Cambridge. 
Rev. JosHua RussELL London. 
Wivuiam L. Suirn, Esq.* . » London. 
Rev. IsrazEL M. Soute . z London, 
Rev. JamMEs Spriec, M.A. Ipswich. 
Rey. EpwaRD STEANE, D.D . London. 
Rey. CHARLES STOVEL . ; . London. 
Cuarwes 8S. Tosswittu, Esq. London. 
JoseruH Tritton, Esq. ' + London. 
Rev, FREDERICK TRESTRAIL . London. 
Rev. WILLIAM UPTON . A . St, Albans. 
JAMES WHITEHORNE, Esq. London, 


* Mr. Smith, haying declined the appointment, John Danford, Esq., has been chosen to fill up the 


vacancy. 


PUBLIC MEETING. 


Exeter Hall was well filled on Thursday morning the 25th, at ten o’clock, when 
the Treasurer, W. B. Gurney, Esq., took the chair. A hymn, given out by Mr. 
Tilley of Forton, was sung, and prayer was offered by Mr. Watson of Edinburgh. 


The Cuarrman then rose and said, What 
an honour is put upon us in being permitted 
to engage in any exertions for the promotion 
of the Divine glory! But have we suffi- 
ciently realized the privilege and the duty 
expressed in those words of the apostle, ‘‘ We 

‘ are allowed of God to be put in trust with the 
gospel?” That is not confined, I apprehend, 
to the apostles, but extends to every Chris- 
tian, te every one to whom the word ot God 
has come. It is a trust—a sacred trust—but 
there is a privilege connected with it, and I 
hope that we all feel it to be a privilege to be 
engaged in this cause. It is a trust that 
might have been committed to angels, but it 
has been graciously committed to men. May 
we all feel the responsibility that rests upon 
us faithfully to discharge it! It is not thrust 
upon us, but we are allowed of God to be put 
in trust. The importance of a trust depends 
upon the value of that which is entrusted, and 
the benefit it may confer upon others; and 
great is the condemnation resting on those 
who do not faithfully discharge that trust. 
What a blot it is upon the character of a 

- trustee, that he has deprived the widow and 

the fatherless of their rights—that he has not 

- fulfilled his trust. But if that is the feeling 


communicating that gospel to those who are 
perishing for lack of knowledge! When we 
look to the dark places of the earth full of the 
habitations of cruelty,—when we hear of all 
the cruelty, the vice, and the degradation 
oppressing those lands, can we satisfy our- 
selves with withholding from them that 
gospel? On the contrary, shall we not feel 
it our privilege, faithfully and diligently to 
fulfil our trust? This trust attaches to each 
of us. The responsibility devolves upon the 
committee of faithfully employing the funds 
confided to them, so as to accomplish the 
object in view to the greatest possible extent. 


Their trust is limited by the amount of your ~~ 


contributions. You will hear that, in the 
course of the last year, the operations of the 
Society have been extended to new countries. — 
Stations had before been entered upon, some- 
what in violation of the then existing rule, but 
that rule having been altered last year, every 
place out of the British isles is now open to 
the exertions of the Society. You will learn, 
with pleasure, that we have a mission in 
France and several stations in Canada. ‘The 
latter are designed not merely to benefit the 
natives of the soil, but those who have emi- 
grated from our country. I trust that as new 
scenes are opened up, you will enable the 


_ with regard to trusts in civil life, how much 
- more should the impression press upon our 
minds in relation to the gospel, and to the’ 


committee to occupy them; that we shall 
receive # fresh impulse from this day’s meet- 
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ing; that the committee will be enabled | 
greatly to extend the operations of the So- 
ciety, and that, if we are permitted to meet in 
a future year, that extension will afford matter 
for thanksgiving, We feel interested in the 
prosperity of all missions. We feel that we 
have one common cause ; let us be concerned 
to do our part, and let us rejoice that others 
are doing theirs, 

The Secretary then read an abstract of the 
Report, of which a summary was given in 
our last number. We proceed now to give 
extracts from the addresses delivered; re- 
questing the reader to remember that they 
are but extracts, it being impossible to com- 
press into our limited space even an epitome 
of the whole. 

The Rey. Wiiit1am Brocx moved— 


“ That the report, of which an abstract has been 
read, be received; and that this meeting offers its 
grateful acknowledgments to Almighty God, for the 
encouraging measure of success which he continues 
to bestow upon the Baptist Missionary Society, and 
other kindred institutions: and adverts with spe- 
cial interest. to the progress of the African Mission, 
and to the commencement of missionary operations 
in connexion with the Society in Europe and the 
North American colonies.” 


“ For the last half hour,” said Mr. Brock, ‘I 
have been thinking, and thinking with great 
earnestness, of a statement that appeared in a 
far-famed Edinburgh Review of some thirty- 
five years ago. I remember a sentence oc- 
curring in that review. It was an article on 
missions, specially having reference to what 
had been done by ‘ Brother Carey,’ as he 
was sarcastically called by the reviewer. The 
sentence I refer to was this—‘ Let any re- 
spectable man read the report of this mission.’ 
Sosay I. We ure glad to be able to refer to 
that statement of his, and to trace the dealings 
of God’s providence up to the present time to 
us: and I think the prognostics of that 


review must be reversed. I think it is be- 
coming a matter of popular belief that mis- 
sions will be remembered when the governor- 
general will be forgotten; and, if I do not 
mistake, the gates of Somnauth, with all the 
apparent immortality they have recently ob- 
tained, will have to lick the dust before the 
piece of elm-board, now in the Museum, 
upon which Carey inscribed, with his own 
hand, both his efforts and his name. Our 
Society exists, notwithstanding all that was 
said about its rapidly approaching non- 
existence ; and it exists under circumstances 
that should lead every one of us to thank 
God and take courage. It should lead all 
such persons as I have referred to, to think of 
what God has done. It is enough to put to 
silence the ignorance of foolish men. Why, 


there were royal princes denouncing us, and | 


there were lordly legislators seorning us, and 
sagacious senators invoking the power of the 
British arm to put us down, and there were | 
learned moralists who said, very much like. 
the enemy of the ancient Jews, ‘ What do. 
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these feeble Jews do? if a fox go up, it shall 
break down their walls;’ and there were 
cloistered moralists and reverend-reviewers, 
who talked of Carey and other people as 
apostates from the anvil and the loom ; but 
yet, notwithstanding all the opprobrium and 
the scorn, thank God here we are, wilh an 
increasing exchequer; with increasing spheres 
of usefulness; and having to say, to che 
honour of His providence and grace, that our 
difficulties have one after another been taken 
out of the way. Our opportunities of labour 
have been extended—on every hand trials 
have been sanctified; men, valiant for the 
truth, have been raised up; caste has been 
broken ; souls have been saved. God has 
done great things for us, whereof we are glad. 
And we should be glad. I deem it we should 
be just a3 glad when mercy comes as we were 
earnest in our entreaties before it did come ; 
and the joy of the Lord should he our strength. 
I have been thinking of the contrast between 
this room and the room at Kettering that 
some of us had the pleasure of seeing some 
two years ago. I have been thinking of what 
passes now in certain places, and what passed 
then, Why there rose an honourable man, 
who had been in India, in his place in the 
British House of Commons, and he said, ‘ I 
actually heard this Carey tell the Hindoos 
from his hogshead, that they would go to hell 
if they did not believe in Christ.’ He was 
called a Christian senator, and yet he could 
find fault in the House of Commons with Dr. 
Carey, for saying that the heathen would go 
to hell if they did not believe in Christ ; and 
he closed his address by saying, ‘ Sir, ought 
this to be allowed?’ Then he was followed 
by another man who had never been to India, 
who said, that nothing but some new moral 
power, hitherto undiscovered in the moral 
world, would be adequate to pull down these 
consolidated fabrics of superstition and vice. 
Where was the man’s New Testament? Not 
where it ought to have been—that is, in his 
heart and upon his. lips; for, if it had, he 
would have recollected, that the gospel is 
‘the power of God to salvation to every one 
that believeth ; to the Jew first, and also to 
the Gentile.’ Our Mission was wanted, to set 
people right athome. Mr. Brock then adverted 
to the agency employed by the Society, and to 
British connexion with idolatry, especially in 
Ceylon. He concluded by saying, in refer- 
ence to the latter subject, ‘I hope we shall 
be able to do something, but it will not come 
to much till we can prevail on the British 
government fo let all religions alone, If they 
will let all religions alone, then they would 
by no means take up a false religion: but if 
they undertake one, I see no way out of the 
difficulty of their undertaking all: Therefore 
I say, that I do earnestly implore the interpo- 


sition of Him who is head over all things to — 
| the church, that the interposition of men may — 
come to anend. There are two things to be 
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done : one is, that false religion may be de- 
rived of its chief support ; and the second, 
that true religion may be detached from one 
of its most unsightly accompaniments ; and 
thus we may get rid of the greatest drawback, 
and the greatest drag upon its chariot-whecls.” 
The Rev. Jonn M‘Lran, of the Wesleyan 
connexion, on rising to second the resolution, 
said, “I have great pleasure in appearing here 
to connect myself publicly with the operations 
of this great Christian institution, and I con- 
fess that my pleasure is rather heightened 
than diminished by the consideration that | 
belong to a different Christian denomination 
from yourselves. I am quite sure that our 
common Christianity calls upon us to come 
more closely together; and, withou! requiring 
from either any compromise of our peculiar 
sentiments, it demands from both that mani- 
festation of Christian affection, and that co- 
operation in effort, which, I must say, I have 
ever felt it to be at once easy and delightful 
to render.” Referring to objections formerly 
urged against missionary efforts, but now 
seldom heard, Mr. M‘Lean showed that they 
were all refuted by the facts recorded in the 
reports of this and similar institutions, adding, 
“‘ there is, indeed, so little done, that we have 
great need to attend to the admonitions at the 
conclusion of your report; we must pray, as we 
are called on to pray by that ducumeat, for the 
increase of success. But, at the same time, 
there is so much done, that, in addition to the 
gracious promise of our covenant-keeping God, 
we have, in matters of fact, a pledge that all 
which God hath ordained will certainly come 
to pass, and that it is easy for it to be ac- 
complished by the means which he has pro- 
vided.” 


The Cuarrman said; “ Reference has been” 


made to the great change which has taken 
place in public opinion with respect to mis- 
sions ; and I would add one circumstance 
which came within my own knowledge at the 
time of the renewal of the East India Com- 
pany’s charter, in 1813, when a struggle was 
made for obtaining for missionaries the right 
of going to India. Previous to that time they 
had gone rather by sufferance than by the 
authority of the law; and petitions were, 
therefore, presented to the House of Commons 
on the subject. Mr. Fuller, in company with 
one of our friends in London, went to a 
county member belonging to a noble family, 
and asked him to present petitions from the 
county which he represented. His reply was, 
‘I will present your petitions, gentlemen, if 
you wish it, but I cannot support them, You 
are acting from good motives, 1 am sure, and 
you are very good men, but you are much 
mistaken on this subject. I have been in 
India, and I have seen these things myself. 
The religion of India which you are aitack- 
ing, is a most beautiful religion. Of course, 
I am a member of the church of England ; 


but if I were to change my religion, I should 
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become, in that respect, a Hindoo.’ I only 
mention this to show what sort of opinions 
prevailed on this matter a few years ago. 
This gentleman was a respectably educated 
and high-minded man, but never, perhaps, 
having witnessed any of the cruelties with 
which the Hindoo religion is accompanied, 
he considered it a beautiful system.” 

The Rev. Grorcr Hexry Davis (of Bris- 
tol) moved the next resolution, which was as 
follows :— 


“That this meeting has heard with pleasure of the 
continued co-operation of the churches in Jamaica 
in supporting the West African Mission ; a co- 
operation the more generous and praiseworthy, that 
it has been given by churches which have had many 
pecuniary difficulties to contend with; while they 
have nobly fulfilled their pledge to maintain the 
cause of religion among them without pecuniary aid 
from the Society.” 


“To me,” said Mr. Davis, “‘and perhaps 
to many of the rising generation in this au- 
dience, the part of the report which was most 
interesting, was that which referred to the 
rising mission in Western Africa. Circum- 
stances made the isJand of Fernando Po 
deeply interesting to my mind, even before it 
became associated with the honoured names 
of Clarke and Prince,—those noble brothers, 
the excellent qualities of one of whom are so 
admirably counterbalanced by the meekness 
and gentleness of the other.” Mr. Davis 
then described the efforts made by the African 
Civilization Society with which he had been 
connected, and added, ‘‘ Let us now look at 
the result. The Niger expedition sailed. It 
had on board agriculturists and botanists ; 
but, though there was a foreign chaplain, 
there were no missionaries in any of the three 
vessels that constituted it. It took out medi- 
cines, seeds, implements, and machines; but 
it did not take out the Word which alone is 
‘able to make wise unto salvation.’ Never- 
theless, it went with the good-will of the 
English community, and many a heart was 
disposed to believe, ‘Now is the time of 
Africa’s regeneration come.’ But, from the 
moment when those vessels left this country, 
until the time of their return, disappointment 
seemed to sit upon their shrouds, and death 
to dodge them through their entire course; and 


7 


now that expedition is never heard of without —~ 


the term ‘ ill-fated’ being connected with it. 
Let us look at the operations of our own 
Society, just on the point of Western Africa, 
We have had our hearts thrilled by the state- 
ment, that a church of Jesus Christ has 
already been formed in Fernando Po. Cla~ 
rence has already acknowledged Jesus ; King 
Aqua has heard of Him ; and King Bel has - 
permitted the gospel to be preached even in 
his town. May we not, then, well believe, 
that operations so auspiciously begun shall 


| continue to prosper under the glorious Head ' 


of the church, and that, by the operations of 
our missionaries, as a collateral good, shall 
the slave-trade be driven at last from the 


a 


_ 
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mouth of the Niger? Men were formerly 
disposed to smile at our efforts. Doubtless 
Mr. Pitt would haye smiled, had he been 
told that Carey, the dissenting minister who 
went to India from the midland counties, 
would produce a moral revolution in that 
part of the world. Mr. Fox would have 
smiled, had he been told that the missionaries 
to the West Indies would succeed in giving 
to those islands a free peasantry, when his 
own eloquence fell without effect in the 
House in which he spoke. But if Chris- 
tianity has done so much in the East and in 
the West, is it enthusiasm to say that it will 
yet overcome the monster evil under which 
Africa groans, and drive the slave trade from 
its shores? And why do I draw this com- 
parison? Is it because I think that all the 
prudence, skill, and energy are with us, or 
that we stand in a position to be admired ? 
It is that we may feel this day, and that we may 
ever act under the conviction, that in these 
things man is nothing, but God is all. If 
this work were to be accomplished by human 
might or wisdom, it would have been effected 
by those who have been driven away bafHed 
in the attempt; but because ‘it is not by 
might or by power, but by my Spirit, saith 
the Lord of Hosts,’ therefore will the mis- 
sionary succeed where a whole government 
agency would fail.’” 

Josrru Tritton, Esq., in seconding the 
resolution said, ‘‘ We are told that in one of 
the islands of the South Seas there is a certain 
road bearing the familiar title of ‘the parent 
path.’ Beneath the shade of its luxuriant 
avenues the simple-minded ‘islanders are ac- 
customed to raise seats of stone to the memory 
of their ancestors, to which they point the 
attention of the visitors, and say, with pride, 
‘here our fathers sat.” Methinks this Society 
has also its parent path, hallowed by the 
memories of our spiritual predecessors, and 


rich indeed, not in monuments of perishable. 


stone, but_in memorials far more noble— 
memorials whose brightness time — cannot 
tarnish, and the influences of decay shall 
never destroy. To take but one step in a 
path so pleasant, to add but one tribute to 
those to whom, as a Society, we are so deeply 
indebted; to pay but one act of homage to the 
principles which they professed, principles 
which we conscientiously believe to be 
founded on truth, were an honour of the 
enjoyment of which we feel ourselves un- 
worthy. But who would be unwilling to 
stand in the foot-prints of these—the good, 
the pious, and the sainted of other days, who 
from this platform have advocated the mis- 
sionary cause with no little success; and 
while here invoking a blessing on their breth- 
ren, have themselves received their brethren’s 
blessing 7 We do not stand this morning, as 
a noble poet of our country tells us he once 
stood, upon the Bridge of Sighs, indulging in 
those vain recollections and melancholy re- 
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grets which the scene around him was calcu- 
lated to inspire. ,But we, Sir, if I may use a 
form of expression even more figurative still, 
we seem to be standing on a bridge of smiles. 
On the one hand is the stream of years de- 
parted, covered, it is true, with the fragments 
of desolation and of death it has worked of 
gathered in its way, and darkened far too 
often by the nature of the things it bears on 
its bosom, or that of the soil over which it has 
swept along. Yet is there not reflected on 
its depths a heavenly radiance, wherever, to 
bless and beautify the world, the light of 
eternal truth has scattered its sacred beams ? 
Again, on the other hand, see the rapid 
streams of future generations and coming 
events, over which long years are expanding 
their cloudy wings. But follow that stream 
through all its mazes ; trace it home with the 
eye of enlightened faith to the boundless 
ocean, where all its shifting currents are lost 
for ever; see how pure a lustre gradually 
brightens on its flow, till, with splendour and 
glory indescribable, the eternal sun-rise crim- 
sons the repose of its last wild wave. It is 
not for us to say what share of success may, 
in after years, attend the labours of those 
missionaries who are more immediately con- 
nected with our own institution. But this, I 
think, I may safely affirm, that, if enriched 
with the influences of the Holy Spirit, they 
still continue to employ the same simple and 
scriptural means which they have employed 
hitherto, although they may not enjoy a mo- 
nopoly, they will undoubtedly have a fair 
proportion of those who will swell the number 
of the church on earth, and be their joy 
and crowns of rejoicing. in the day of the 
Lord. You will observe, that the resolution 
speaks of pecuniary difficulties, Strange 
things these pecuniary difficulties! They 
must surely be endowed with omnipresence, 
for go where you will—listen to whom we 
may, here are these pecuniary difficulties, 
Now, we sometimes hear of these pecuniary 
difficulties at the other end of London as well 
as at this, and I will tell you the course 
which those in the business I follow adopt— 
if a customer comes with a long face and 
heavy heart, and a faltering tongue, and tells 
us he is in pecuniary difficulties, two leading 
questions are before the mind—shall we bring 
this man through, or let him stop, whatever 
the consequence? If we believe the man to 
be upright and honest, we resolve to adopt 
the alternative—to carry him through, if we 
can do so without injury to ourselves or in- 
justice to others ; and I could point you to 
many a house in the metropolis, now as fair 
in fame as it is prosperous in fae has 
in their hour of need received what we techni- 
cally term ‘a little accommodation.’ Now the 
African missionaries come to you something 
like the customer comes to his banker. If 
you believe them worthy of your continued - 
support and confidence, then I appeal to you 
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to adopt the alternative, which we should 
adopt in a similar case. But I would, at the 
risk of incurring a charge of presumption, ask 
you to bear in mind that money alone will 
not repay the debt we owe to Africa—she 
asks us not only to give her of our silver and 
our gold, that methinks is a small request, 
considering the thousands we have drained 
from the life-blood of her sons. She appeals 
to us, to send to her shores the word of lite— 
a glorious beacon that shall guide her children 
through all their wanderings, and an inex- 
haustible treasure, in the possession of which, 
however weak, yet she shall be strong, and, 
however poor, be rich indeed. She appeals 
to us, to send from the bosom of our churches 
Christian missionaries who shall stand on her 
coasts and unfurl the banner of their Re- 
deemer’s love, and shall be instrumental in 
bringing her children to the light of truth. 
She crowns all, by imploring us to send forth 
the fervent prayer that the chains of sin may 
be broken, and the days of her mourning for 
ever ended. Brethren, 
“Do something, do it soon, with all your might ; 
An angel’s wing would droop, if long at rest, 
And God himself, inactive, were no longer blest.” 
The-Rev. J. Spricc moved 
“That the thanks of this meeting are due, and 
are hereby presented, to the Bible Translation So- 
ciety, to the American and Foreign Bible Society, 
and to the various friends who have aided the trans- 
lations executed by the brethren in Calcutta, and 
that our brethren be assured of the cordial support 
and sympathy of this meeting amid the difficulties 
and toils of their honourable and important work.” 

There are some peculiar advantages, said 
Mr Sprigg, which the printed word of God 
possesses wherever it goes, and not a mean 
one either, is; that it can always be had 
access to, that it can accompany man at all 
times, in all his changing circumstances, nor 
can I doubt that in this respect the hundreds, 
the thousands of the sacred volume that have 
been distributed from our missionary press, 
have been the means of affording instruction, 
pouring consolation into the wounded heart, 
and winning triumphs which we shall only 
know when we have entered into the presence 
of God above. Is it to be imagined that all 
the volumes of which we have heard nothing 
—is it to be supposed that the hundreds and 
thousands of books distributed at the various 
festivities, and to congregations of idolaters, 
for very different purposes, have all fallen 
without effect, and without winning souls to 
the Saviour?’ May we not rather believe, 
and from what we know are we not authorized 
to believe, that in many instances they have 
been carried to parts of India which no mis- 
sionary foot has yet trodden, won trophies to 
the Redeemer in villages and towns, the 
names of which have never been known to 
the donors? If there be peculiar value in 
translating the word of God into the various 
languages of the earth, on account of the 
possibility of its being borne hither and 
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thither, accompanying man in all the changes 
of life, amidst the infirmities of age, and in 
the hour of death, is there not also a peculiar 
advantage in the very perpetuity that is 
stamped upon that work? In the work of 
translation we have a value that cannot be 
reached in the preaching of the gospel. A 
man rises to preach the gospel; he has to 
commence for himself, to beat out his own 
path,—of course, we are speaking under the 
recollection of divine guidance and influence 
—but he has to fashion his own style of 
preaching, he cannot use up the benefit he 
could get from the expressions of a dying 
missionary that is just leaving the world, 
But it is not so im the work of translation. 
The successor enters into the benefits of the 
labours of the predecessor. If the first version 
into any language be, and we may readily 
suppose it to be, comparatively rude—at 
least it will have many errors, from which a 
more lengthened acquaintance with the lan- 
guage might have saved it—yet, let it be 
remembered, that the second takes it up just 
at the point prepared to his hand, and he 
starts pretty nearly from the point where his 
predecessor stopped. This gives the transla- 
tion an almost indescribable value in the mis- 
sionary field, and we want but one other 
thing, and that is, the amazing, the irresist- 
ible power, that ever has accompanied it. 
We are authorized, by the word of Him who 
gave it, to conclude that a blessing will ac- 
company the word of God, when given to the 
ruined souls of men. We may be said to 
stand on an elevated position to-day, and to 
see all around, I trust, the brightest intima- 
tions of the coming forth of the Sun of Righ- 
teousness who, at last, shall arise in his 
strength, and illumine the wholerace of man.” 
. The Chairman having announced 

The Rev. Dr. Witson, of Bombay, mis- 
sionary of the Free Church of Scotland, he 
said, ‘I am glad you have characterized me as 
a missionary of the Free Church of Scotland. 
Tam nota missionary of the church of Scotland, 
as established by law, and which, though it 
enjoys the shade of the state, is as decently 
and comfortably nailed to it, as a cherry tree 
is to the wall, But Iam a member, a minister, 


and a missionary of that church, the princi- _— 


ples of which were supported by the martyrs, 
and by the confessors, and the worthies of 
Scotland —that church which lives in the 
prayerful faith of the people of Scotland— — 
that church, the emblem of which is the 
banyan tree of India, standing forth in peer- 
less majesty, and sending out its branches to 
the ends of the earth, which branches, like 
the churches planted by this Society, them- 
selves take root and become mighty trees, 
But though I am a minister of the Free 
Church of Scotland, I most heartily rejoice 
in the opportunity now presented to me of 


saluting you and your great institution, in 


the name of the Lord. It was from its forma. 


= 
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tion, that the grand revival of missionary zeal | A great and effectual door of usefulness has 


visited the church of Christ in general. This 


institution was honoured of God to send forth | 


to India the pioneers of all protestant mis- 
sionaries—men mighty in the faith and pow- 


erful in the Holy Ghost, and who have been | 


honoured greatly by the Lord and Head of 
the church. But though I admired these 
devoted servants of the Lord before I went to 
India, I still more admired and honoured 
them after I was able, from my residence 
there, to form something like an estimate of 
the great achievements, which under God 
they have been instrumental in accomplish- 
ing. They were the first to engage in the 
great work of the translation of the scriptures 
into the different languages of India. Their 
doings in this respect have been so great, 
that it is scarcely possible rightly to estimate, 
and rightly to characterize them. It is true 
that the translations which they made were 
but imperfect, but it is true also, as has been 
already stated by a preceding speaker, that 
those translations came into the hands of 
their successors, and have formed the ground- 
work of operations which are now going on, and 
which, I trust, will speedily arriveat perfection. 
I rejoice that your missions in India are ex- 
tensive. I trust there will be no proposition 
to reduce the missionaries on the plains of 
Bengal. I trust you will anxiously use what 
means you have in your power to increase 
the number of the heralds of the gospel in 
that wondrous region, ‘The valley of the 
Ganges, in reference to population, is one of 
the most important places in the whole world. 
I am almost ashamed, before such a society 
as this, to allude to the claims of India; but 
you will pardon me. Its population is vast, and 
scattered over a great extent of country. 
The Baron Bjornstjerna, in his account of 
the British Empire in the East, has estimated 
the population of India at two hundred mil- 
lions of souls. If we include the provinces 
on the banks of the Indus (and they are to 
be included, for it is from thence that India 
derives its name), this number will be found 
to be not far from correct. India is the 
asylum of the greatest systems of error which 
exist, or ever have existed, in the world. The 
more we consider India in its vast extent, the 
more do we feel its great claims to our bene- 
volent regard. By a most wonderful provi- 
dence, it has been placed under the govern- 
ment of this Christian country. The armies 
of Europe, when led by Alexander and Se- 
leucus, were unable to enter India, but this 
little island in the western ocean now ex- 
ercises sovereignty over the whole of that 
continent, India is subject to England, or is 
under its effective influence. From India we 
ourselves derive great advantage, A great 
many of our countrymen there find a Jucrative 
and honourable employment. Its commerce 
is most profitable to this mercantile nation. 
How can we acquit ourselves of this obligation? 


been opened for us in that country. The moun- 
tains have been brought low, and the valleys 
have been exalted in India, that a highway 
may be prepared for our God. Notwithstand- 
ing the alienation of India from God, notwith- 
stan'ling the power cf its ancient system of su- 
perstition, notwithstanding the power of caste, 
notwithstanding the influence of the Brahmin, 
notwithstanding the apathy of the people, India 
is in the way of being Christianized; through 
the circulation of the Word of God, through 
the preaching of the gospel, through Christian 
books and tracts, and seminaries for learning, 
much knowledge is now diffusing itself among 
the people. During the fifteen years I re- 
sided in India, I observed great progress in 
the national mind of the people ; and it is to 
this I refer as the most signal token, next to 
the conversion of the sou! to God, of a bless- 
ing upon our labours. _I believe the time will 
come, and is not far distant, when we shall 
hear that India, as a nation and kingdom, 
has become the kingdom of our Lord and of 
his Christ. To India we may confidently 
say, 
“ Thy night of sorrow long and drear has been, 
But now its noon is past, and morn is nigh. 
The sun of righteousness o’er all thy land, 
Thy mountains grand, and valleys stretching wide, 
Shall life and healing graciously shed forth. 
Thy sons and daughters, quickened by his power, 
Anon shall rise, and on his glory gaze, 
And with the ecstacy of joy shall sing 
His wisdom, power, and grace, which knows no 
bounds ; 
And guided by his light shall onward walk, 
As saved from sin and woe, to heaven’s abode, 
Where God himself shall be their God for aye.” 


Where God has been so signally dishonoured, 
I believe an altar will yet be erected,—a 
high altar to the divine praise ; where Satan 
has signally triumphed, he will be most sig- 
nally defeated.” 

The Rev. T. F. Newman rose to move— 


' “That this meeting, while dwelling with satisfac- 
tion on the financial statement of the Society, at the 


same time solemnly recognizes the ovligation which~ 


rests upon its members to make increased exertions, 
so as to enable the committee to meet the claims of 
old stations, and to carry on missionary work in 
those districts which are now within the sphere of 
the Society’s operations.” 

I verily believe, said Mr. Newman, that those 
amongst us who shall live another twenty 
years, will have occasion to adore the won- 
drous workings of the providence of God in 
connexion with the events which have oc- 
curred within the last two years in British 
history, and which are even occurring at the 
present moment. As the gospel chariot ad- 
vances, so Jesus, riding in it, progresses 
onward, conquering and to conquer—scenes 
of purity, and joy, and_blessedness, shall 
spring up on every hand, and the anthem of 
those who are saved shall be re-echoed by the 
hallelujahs of the blessed, around the throne, 
because of the new accessions to _Immanuel’s 
empire, and these new accumulations of glory 
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on his sacred head.” Reference has been made | 
to the patronage which the British government | 


yet yields, in some part of the world, sub- 
Ject to British sway, to the system of super- 
stition and idolatry. That is all very well, 


very proper, recognizing the constitution of | 


our country, and I hope that some members 
of our committee will, ere long, find their way 
to the Colonial Office, and there stand forth 
firmly to denounce this patronage, while, at 
the same time, they are the courteous adyo- 
cates of the entire and eternal separation of 
British influence from all such scenes as 
these. But it struck me, while our friend 
was making these remarks, that something 
more is needed—what is it? It is just this, 
that the influence of vital Christianity shall 
be more extended at home, for never, till we 
get a Christian legislature, shall we get in 
every part of the world a Christian system of 
government. Depend upon it, my Christian 
friends, as the best means of securing the 
overthrow of idolatry, and of dissevering the 
British power from all the superstition of the 
world, the diffusion of vital godliness at home, 
the extending of evangelical religion among 
our fellow-subjects wili be the most potent 
and most successful,” 

The Rev. Cares Morris seconded the re- 
solution, which was put, and carried unani- 
mously. 

S. M. Pero, Esq., rose to move— 


“That the cordial thanks of the Society are due 
and are hereby presented to the committee, to W. 
B. Gurney, Esq., and to the Rey. Joseph Angus, for 
the services they have severally rendered to the 
Society in the management of its affairs during the 
past year. Also to the Auxiliary and Juvenile So- 
cieties, for their successful efforts on behalf of the 
funds of the institution—efforts in which they are 
entreated to continue and abound.” 


“ From what I know of the Chairman, the 
Secretary, and the committee, 1 am sure that 
this resolution will meet with a warm re- 
sponse. But much as these gentlemen may 
esteem our commendation, they will much 
more esteem a pledge on the part of members 
of Christian churches and ministers of the 
gospel, that during the ensuing year the flame 
shall burn brightly on that altar at which we 
meet once a month to offer up persevering 
and believing prayer on behalf of the Society. 
If this resolve be carried out, as the arm of 
Moses was upheld and the Amalekites were 
defeated, so will the arm of the committee be 
upheld, and the cause of truth triumph. It 
was when Elijah prayed to the Lord God of 
heaven that fire descended and consumed the 
altars of Baal. I trust that we shall pledge 
ourselves to pray for the Society, and that we 
shall find at the close of another year that 
our prayers have not been in vain,” 

The Rev. Ruys Srersen (of Newport), in 
seconding the resolution, said: “I hope that 


our Treasurer will never have money in hand. 
I never like to sce ‘dividends on stock’ 


jamong the receipts of a religious institution. 
| am desirous that the public should place a 


largely increased revenue at the disposal of 
the committee, and that they should spend it 
all. I think that we have quite enouzh to 
fill our hands and our hearts in giving to all 
the nations of the earth God’s word in their 
own tongue, in sending ministers to preach 
the gospel in their own tongue to every nation, 
in teaching the children of all countries in 
their own native language. The reminis. 
cences presented by the past, and the pros- 
pects afforded by the future, loudly call upon 
us to thank God and take courage. I hope 
that when we shall have laid down our heads, 
our children’s children will be ra‘sed up to 
render this, and kindred Societies, more effi- 
cient service than we have been able to do.’’ 

T. Tompson, Esq., in supporting the re- 
solution, said, ‘I must confess that upon a 
review of the history of our missionary socie- 
ties, I saw that they had forgotten, or omitted, 
to do that which will secure them the largest 
amount of prosperity, and supply the wants 
of an imploring world. Your income during 
the past year has amounted to upwards of 
£25,000, and-¥ can refer with holy satisfac- 
tion to the fact that during the last two or 
three years, since the attention of the juvenile 
population has been called to missionary ex- 
ertions, an amount nearly equal to your whole 
income of the past year, has been raised by 
their noble and persevering efforts. You 
must call upon the millions of British youth 
in all your churches to aid your Society, or 
you will never obtain resources equal to your 
wants. 

The Cuatrman: “ Permitme to corroborate 
what Mr. Thompson has said. I have for 
nearly half a century been engaged more or 
less in the instruction of the young, and in 
efforts to promote Sunday-school education. 
I have had great pleasure in bringing our 
missionary operations before assemblies of 
children, varying from 2000 to 200. I have 
scen the ters standing in their eyes when 
narratives were presented before them, illus- 
trative of the miseries which heathen children 
were called to endure, and the benefits that 
they were deriving from missionary exertion. 
It is desirable that all our efforts should be 
conducted systematically, and that juvenile 
associations should every where be formed. I 
regret, however, that in many places where 
missionary meetings for the young have been 
held, collecting cards have not been given 
té the children, and consequently the work 
has not been regularly carried on. In those 
districts visited by our friend Mr, Fraser, 
missionary intelligence has been read, asso- 
ciations have been organized, and great bene- 
fits have resulted from them.” 
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Legacy. 
Morris, George, Esq., 
late of Mile End ......900 0 0 


Lonpon AnD MrppLesex 
AUXILIARIES. 


ap rect Street, by Mr. 


Hamilton ee eceeencsate 2 OO) 
Battersea— 

Collections.............. 710 5 

Contributions ,.......... 38 4 8 


Do., Sunday School 2 2 5 
Blandford Street— 
Collection, &e. ......... a 19 6 
Contributions 
8. A., for Africa ...... 
Bow, Sunday School ... 310 4 
Brixton Hill, Salem Chapel— 
Collections. Riepavsassees OL Gao! 
Contributions........... 19 110 
Brompton— ‘ 
Collection .......<....... 818 8 
Contributions .. 
Do., Sun, Scho 


319 0 
1-8: 8; 


g 


Camberwell— 
Contributions ......0+... 
Do, for Colonies 
Do., for Entally 
Do., Sunday School, 
for Schools .....+.++ 
Church Street, Black- 
friars, Sunday School 
Devonshire Square, ba- 
lance 
Eagle Street .... os. 
Ealing, balance......sesee 
Hackney— 
Collections........000+s+ 
Contributions ..... 
Do., for Africa 
Do., Sunday School, 
for Entally......++ 
Hammersmith— 
Collections...........+0++ 
Contributions .. 
Do., Sun. School..... 
Harrow, Collected by 
Bins. KGB sccccencnacccae 
Hatcham— 
Jones, Captain, R. N. 
A.S 


bo 
or 
i 
ow . 
H 


o© AWE B® SOFOSO COF SCS S&S CoOoNm 


Islington Green— 
Contributions .........+ 8 
Keppel Street— 
Contributions........... 
Do.,JuvenileSociety 2 
Do., for Africa ...... 2 
Lambeth, Regent Street— 
Collections svevecaseseeses 2 


Nw oCOoOWwW QD O& 


Maze Pond, Sun. School, 
Contributions, for 
School at Mutira ...10 0 0 

New Park Street, Con- 

tributions ............... 1613 6 

Salters’ Hall— 

4 
0 


Contributions........... 34 12 
Do., Sunday School 4 0 
Shacklewell— 


Collections.............. 18 2 11 

Contributions ........... 1714 8 

Do., for Africa...... 8 0 0 

Shoreditch, Providence ® Chapel— 
5 


Contributions...... 3 
Spencer Place ..... eooneek i 80 
Tottenham — 

Contributions ........... 25 0 

Do.,JuvenileSociety 14 ul 0 
Uxbridge— 
Nash, Rev. Z.......... 2 0 0 
BEDFORDSHIRE. 
Ampthill— 
Collections,&c.,moiety 715 7 
Sunday School Contri- 


butions, Moiety...... 1 3 8 
Bedford— es ‘i ae 
Collection at Rey. T. 
RAN G'S =i scavoscuvwed ares 0 
Contributions .......... 0 
Carlton— 
Contributions eaeeeseees 0 
Eaton Socon— : 
renee Messrs. A.S. 1-0 0 
Ho n Regis— fo 
Co eetions ieee 95 9-2 
LOBE aRa re. ASO T0 = 


pourseaGs|| 
Keysoe— 
Collections. teccuscscsess 2 15 
Contributions,byboxes 0 14 4 
Do., Sunday School 016 5 
Leighton Buzzard— 
Collection= +3, .s00escsses 2 
Contributions... . 2 
Do., for Africa 3 
Do., for Schools...... 8 0 0 
Luton, Union Chapel— 
Contributions, by Mrs. 
Tranter, for Native 
Agency, Ceylon ...... 1210 0 
Odel Castle— 
Perceval, Right Hon. 
Lady Elizabeth...... 5 0 
Risely— 
Collection: <....o.cc cece is YL 
Sharnbrook— 
Collection ..... 4 8 
Contributions .. 4.9 
Staughton— 
Collection ......c6 sess0e0 G= 0-1 
Contributions .......... e720, 
Steventon— 
Collection ........ anoaear feb 6 
Thurleigh— 
Collection......... coreseae 116 6 
Contributions.... 211 6 
Wootton— 

COMECHON <cccseuncceres, 2-9-8 
Sanderson, Mr.......... 10-0 
BERKSHIRE, 

Wokingham— 
Contributions ......... 815 2 
Do.,JuvenileSociety 8 9 2 
BucKINGHAMSHIRE. 
Buckingham— 
Bennett, Mr. E. D..... t 0.0: 
Great Missenden— 
Contrib. by Christmas 
Gardsot,.<saseseseaswace Li7—3 
High Wycombe— 
Bernal, Capt., M. es 
Agee aesttees L -1- 0 
Marlow— 
Collection....cc..s0ss0008 2 6-0 
CAMBRIDGESHIRE. 
North East CaAm- 
BRIDGESHIRE, by Mr. 
PES UUEE HS. ccc cas canssicaee 15. 9 0 
Horningsea— 
Saunders, Mr. W...... o="0'—0 
CHESHIRE. 
Stockport, by Rev. P. J. 
Saffery— 
Contributions, for Wis- 
sionary Vessel ...... 1115 0 
CorNWALL. 
Chacewater— 
" CetcOUOR semua 112 6 
Contributions . mureendeers) ae Ome O) 
Falmouth— | 
Collsetiend cn aelO.8 39 
Contributions .. rea 
Do., Sunday School 
Association ...... 212 6 
Grampound— 
me Collections) «sccsileatee el vin 0 
Contributions.......... 119 0 
_ Helstone— 
Po Ae Re “ 
| 


‘ 
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o sd 
Marazion— 
Collection: .ccs.ccssseesse a RR 
Contributions ........... ie tir0 
Padstow— 
Martyn, Mr.J.D.,A.S. 1 1 0 
Redruth— 
Collections......7%....00. 4i1 4 
Contributions ......... 910 11 
Truro, Second Church— 
Collections... 519 4 
Contributions ... 513 6 
Do., for Schools...... Ee O50) 
Do., for Vessel ...... 05 0 
CUMBERLAND. 
By Rey. P. J. Saffery— 
Carlisle— 
Contributions ...... 512 0 
Do., for Mission. 
Vessel. ..cc0eesvees 60> .0 
Do., for Transla- 
tions Sauasoeaeerauw 20 6 
Do., for Schools... 010 0 
Maryport— 
Collections...........+ b=3-—0 
Contributions ...... 6 5 0 
Do., for Mission- 
ary Vessel .... 3 2 6 
Whitehaven— 
Collections .......+066 G65 
Contributions 518 0 
Do., for Schools... 015 0 
Wigton— 
Dodgson, Mr. R. 010 0 
Workington— s 
Collection ..... weceaen 19 0 
DERBYSAIRE. 
Derby— 
Contributions .......... 718 9 
Do., Agard Street 
Juvenile Society 4 0 0 
DEVONSHIRE. 
Brixham— 
Contributions, addi- 
thon AL caeweneuss RAY ee 
Chudleigh— 
Rouse, W.,  Esq., 
transferred from Col. 
SOCLCLY cs ccscasecoverse 00 
Culmstock— 
Collection: ..........0n000 ro 0 
Exeter— 
Collections— 
Public Meeting...... BSF 
Bartholomew Street 6 11 9 
South St., including 
JuvenileCollection 3 6 10 
Contributions ........ 914 3 
Plymouth— 
pellcciotess econ 31 9 0 
Contributions........... 24 17 5 
Do., Sunday School 1 5 11 
Do., for Africa...... 1 0 0 
Do.,transferred from 
Colonial Society... 310 0 
62 
Acknowledged before 
and expenses......... 44 12 10 
af OO 
Tiverton— 
Gticeiceut braces 13 19 4 
Uffeulm— 
Collection .....:.000008 O18 1 


823 
& 8. a. 
Norra Devon AuXxILIARY— 
Frithelstock 
Inwardleigh 
Looton.) Moiety 5 6 0 
Sheepwash ... 
Torrington ... 
DORSETSHIRE. 
Bourton, by Mr. James 
Hannam, jun............ 4 0 0 
Poole, by Mr. J. Drew 616 7 
Weymouth— 
Collection sc. cssevere 4-0-0 
Contributions.,......... 6216.6 
Do., Sun. School ... 0 7 6 
Wimborne— 
Contributions ......... 118 6 
DurRHAM. 
By Rev. P. J Saffery— 
Bishop Auckland— 
Collection .........468 110 6 
Contributions ...... 220: 
Hamsterley— 
Collection ........... 2 3-4 
Contributions ...... 113 -- 6 
Monkwearmouth— 
Contributions ...... tit 6 
Shotley— 
Collection c..<secesase 310 6 
Contributions ...... 04 6 
Sunderland— 
Collections............ 10 17 0 
> Contributions ...... 1414 
Do., for Mission- 
ary Vessel ...... 0 0 
Do., for Schools... 010 0 
Hamsterley— 
Collection, Juvenile... 010 0 
Essex. 
Braintree— 
Contributions ......... 312 0 
Colchester— ‘ 
Contributions ......... 22-17. 0 
Do., for Schools ...... 100 
Harlow— 
Collections............ cciraed heh RSM, 
Contributions ......... 23 4 6 
Do., Sunday School 112 2 
Ilford, Turret Place— 
Contributions, by Miss 
NROBOeeeseivesses etter Cxll= 6 
Loughton— 
Collection i.c-.s..scsn0e 900 
Contributions .......+ 1.210 
Potter Street— 
Collection: 5.03 <cscsces tse 2 5 0 
Contributions ......... 211.2 
Do., Sunday School 0 3 10 ae 
PRA GI gh wee von caetanerecteeee Oem One Oe 
Pilkington, Rey. J... 1 0 07 
Romford— 
Sunday School, by Mr. 
Hollingsworth ...... 011 0 _ sae 
Waltham Abbey— s 
Collectionm.icccssrsssvee 2 18 2 
Contributions ........ 9 2 2 
Do., for Africa...... 0 3 6 
Do., Sunday School 017 6 7 
‘Walthamstow, Mission School— s 
Contributions ........ 1 0 0 
GLOUCESTERSHIRE. 
Cheltenham .............. 51 6 6 
Chalford— 
Bath, Mrs., transferred. 
from Col. Society... 1 0 0 
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£ 3. d. 
HAMPSHIRE. , 
Beaulieu— 
Burt, Rey. J. B., don. 20 0 0 
Ditto: Avnepteanst AS. oO 
Portsea— 
Contributions ......... 23 9 6 
Meeting House Alley, 
Collections......... B2eLs= 7 
Do., Female <Asso- 
ciation oe CEE ao. 6 
White’s Row, Coll. ... 5 12 10 
Do., Female Asso- 
CIBEIOM vesncsscers cen 211 2 
Landport, Collection... 319 0 
Do., Female Asso- 
OlatlON: scscesevertees 215 6 
Do., Sunday School 2 4 0 
Ebenezer, Collection.. 3 11 6 
Do.,JuvenileSociety 2 0 0 
§ Forton, Collection ..... 217 2 
Do., Female Asso- 
ciation.. 112 4 
Do., Sunday “School 011 6 
OF D7 
Acknowledged before 
~ and expenses......... 64 3 7 
Jo 0 
Whitchurch— 
Scorey, G., Esq., trans- 
ferred from Colonial 
BOCIOUY cacseceseazteoen 0 0 
HEREFORDSHIRE. 
Leominster— 
Contributions............ 9 2 6 
HERTFORDSHIRE. 
Bishop Stortford— 
. Collection ..... 3 5 6 
Contributions . 3. ~0:. 6 
_ Do., Sunday § ool 0 9 6 
Royston— 
Contributions ......... 6 4 0 
Sawbridgeworth— 
ColleCtiOn coe civcansevens 341 0 
Watford— 

Collection ..... ean sano 1610 0 
Contribittions .........38 17 9 
HUNTINGDONSHIRE. 

Bluntisham— 
Collectionsixivatvessscas. a. oe 
Contributions ........ . 22 8 

Houghton— 

Collection: ..::5..css.se 27 

Huntingdon— 

Collections, Moiety... 4 1 
Contributions, do...... 6 11 
Foster, Mr...... rT) tgs & 

Ramsey — 
Collections.:....,........ 10 12 
Contributions ......... 14 13 1 

St. Ives— 
Collections............... 15 16 
Contributions ......... 0 16 

Do., Sunday School 1 12 
Do.J uvenileSociety 2 10 

St, Neots— 

Collections, Moiety... 6 11 
Contributions ........ 9 6 

Somersham— 

Contributions ......... 2 15 

Spaldwick— f 
"Goilectian, two thirds 4 13 


Fr SS NO SOOF HOR OFS -F WO 


£ 8. d. 

Stilton— 
Contributions ........ 029 
Vertes 

Acknowledged before 

and expenses......... 7 10 
87 13 9 
KEnrT. 
Ashford— 

Collections.... 910 9 

Contributions . sn O40 0 
Do., Juvenile......... 2 
Do., Sunday School 115 0 
Do., for Schools...... 1 1 0 

Blackheath— 

Collected by a few Chil- 
dren in a British 
Behood jo versace sees sce 40 0 

Boro’ Green— 
Collection s-4.3 
Contributions ......... 610 0| 
Canterbury — 

Contributions ......... 3817 7 
Do.,JuvenileSociety 3 5 4 
Do., for Jamaica 

CROCUS, acecnans dante 10 0 6 
Do., for Caleutta 
SChO018......000 sen 008 3-07-60 
Do., for Miss. Vessel 2 6 6 
Chatham, Providence Chapel— 

CO SChiOn - s4:i0s5 dd spaden 5 010 

Contributions ......... 2 -te0 
Do., Sunday School 2 2 1 

Dover, Salem Chapel— 
Collection ....<...0ss005 1116 0 
Contributions ......... 167 2 
28-3 2 

Acknowledged before 

and expenses......... 2618 0 
fee a 
Folkstone— 
Contributions ......... 62D 
Maidstone, Ladies’ Asscciation— 
Contributions ......... 2° 8 3 
Margate— 
Contributions ......... 1668 2 
Ramsgate— 

Collections.............0. bey ae ae 

Contributions ........, 4417 6 
Do., for Sanscrit Old. 

Testament ......+0 - 612 6 
105.19 1 

Acknowledged before 

and expenses......... 30) aa 
Wil. 7 


St. Peters— 
Cramp, Rev. T., trans- 
ferred from Colonial 


Soclety:-....<c0eve. ve 0 10. 0 
Town Malling— 
Contributions ......... 512 3 
=a, 
Woolwich—~ 
Collections— 
Public Meeting...... 24 11 10. 
Queen Street ......... 17 15 10 
Enon Chapel rae ee cog 
Contributions .........15 17 3 
60 9 0 
Acknowledged before 
and expenses..,...... 35 16 6 
2412 6 


Ebi Vale, : 
0 
Nantyglo, Hermon ....., 5 5 


£8. d 
LANCASHIRE. 
By Rev. P. J. Saffery— 
Accrington — 
Collections........s++ 12 6 5 
Contributions ...... 2 12 10 
Do., for Sanscrit 
Old Testament.. 1 0 0 
Do., for Africa... 0 2 6 
Bacup, Irwell Terrace— 
Collection ..... « §& 8,10 
Contributions ....... 719 6 
Do., for Mission- 
ary Vessel ...... 11 0 0 
Do., for Schools... 1 1 0 
Bacup, Ebenezer— 
Collection ..........++ 3 0.9 
Contributions ...... a 
Do., for Mission- , 
ary Vessel .... ui 
Burnley— 
Collection .......+++0+ 911 0 
Colne— 
Collection. <..<c.s<sa0nts p0eee 
Contributions ...... 012 0 
Goodshaw— 
Collection ..... deovdhe 24 2 
Contributions ...... 0 910 
Haslingden, First Church— 
Collection ..... 510 2 
Contributions 5 16 10 
Haslingden, Second Church— 
Collection ...........+ 2 2-4 
Contributions ...... dn st 2 
Preston — 
Contributions ...... 218 0 
Do., for Schools... 415 0 
Do , Juvenile As- 
sociation......... 7 lis 
Ashton under Lyne— 
Collections ............0 7 4 
Contributions ......... 617 8 
Do., Cards, by Mr. 
Johnson— 
Etchells, Miss... 210 0 
Harrop, Miss...... 016 0 
Howard, Mr. N... 2 1 6 
Lees, Miss ......... 3.0 0 
Robinson, Mr. R. 0 9 3 
Walmsley, Miss... 1 5 4 
Chowbent—. 
Collection ....... - 1.2 79 
Contributions ......... jn 3) 
Do., Sunday School 1 0 4 
Liverpool— 
Contributions ......... 7815 0 
Ditto, transferred ie 
from Col. Society 6 5 0 
Holmes, Mr.Henry,do. 1 1 0 
Hope, P., Esq., Bootle, 
do. ee SG) 
Rochdale 
Kelsall, Henry, Esq., 
for Sanscrit Old Tes- 
COMO ee eecent om ecesvs 0) SOO) 
Littlewood, Mr. J., 
transferred from Co- 
lonial Society...... car ODO 0 
Spark Bridge— 
Fell,Miss, Collectedby 4 1 0 
LEICESTERSHIRE. 
Leicester—- 
Contributions, by Mrs. 
Cort, _ transferred , 
from Col. Society... 517 6 
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Penycae— OXFORDSHIRE. 
Collection... 1 7 8| OxrorpsHIRe AUXILIARY— 
Contributions ...,..... 1 210 : 

a Do., Sunday School 1 0 3 i ee 16 13 
ymney— y d Sissseseereee ( 
Collection, Penuel .... 1 2 2 Contributions. ...... 22 5 

Do.,EnglishChurch 0 8 4 Do.....+4-00.-.F. E, 6 15 
Contributions ......... 010 6 ee Africa... 2 1 
E Celbontas Panaaeaaa ome 354 9 Collection ............ 4 0 
Do., EnglishChurch 1 8 4 ee ches 5 17 
Contributions ......... 510 0 as 119 
Contributions ...... 0 11 
NorTHAMPTONSHIRE. ao — 16 

. OLIECTION ..scccceeeee 

Kettering— Contributions ...... 5 10 
Contributions — celta 25 13° 8 Do., Sun. School. 0 3 

FS Do., for Africa a: viaie ine) (iy ae Chipping Norton— 

>. Do., Sunday School Collection ..........45 917 

Girls, Rev. W. Contributions ...... 3 6 
Robinson’s......... O78 Coate and Bampton— 
Do., Sunday School, Collections. .........+. 15 10 
Rey. J. Jenkin- Contributions ...... Baie 
aaah ees 1 1 0) ook Norton— 

Kislingbury— Collection ...........5 4 4 
Contributions, | trans- Contributions ...... 4A 4 

ferred from Colonial Do., Sun. School.. 0 11 
- Society se teeeeceeereee 018 0 Wechinie= 

— Collection .....s...++ 017 

Fisher, Mr. N., trans- Contributions ...... 742 
ferred from Colonial Oxford— 
LD Be Ueloy-0 Collections........0.+- 1119 1 

Weston by Weedon— Contributions ...... Sr: 
Lovell, Mr. James, Do., Sun. School 

transferred from Senn iayaiGnee. al 
Colonial Society .... 010 0 Ditto, for West 
Morris, Mr. W., do.... 010 0 India Schools... & 0 
Ditto, for Hast 
India Schools... 2 0 
NorTHUMBERLAND. 

By Rey. P. J. Saffery— 167 5 

Broomley— Acknowledged before 
Collection ~......:.4 718 0 and expenses.........106 17 
Hexham— a 
* Contributions ....... L10°~6 60 8 
Newcastle on Tyne,. Tuthill m— 
Stairs— 
Contributions, on RUTLANDSHIRE, 
ACCOUNL....-.0000e00e 35 0 0} Oakham— 
Saunderson,B.,Esq., Collections... 
for Africa sreseeeeee 0 Contributions 
Do., New Court— Do., Sunday School 1 1 10 
Contributions, on eee te 
ACCOUNT saitcsnsiscves 25 0 0 
Do., New Bridge Street— S SHIRE. 
Collection .........+-: 417 0 eee 
North Shields— BE ashen 
Collections............ 10,2 6| 4 retin 3) DY ake E, 00 
Contributions ...... 6 76 PAR twerencsnses deatemeey 
Do., for Schools... 210 0 Oa weatey ss 
Bc aauge 9: Gollaations....ccianss wae ce 
ees ey _| Contributions ......... 8 01 

Berwick, by Rev. C. Robson— 15 16 11 

eeaice ee Mis- eG Proportion to Baptist 
saya 3s ish Society ....5.6. 310 5 
~ A Friend, for Africa.. 1 0 0 scopes 

Ford Forge— 12 6 6 
Contributions, by Rey. 

T. Black, for Africa 5 5 0 a 

Neweastle, Tuthill Stains— sea i Neeeeeton tet: 
Contributions, by Mr. Shrewsbury—« 

T. C, Angus, on ac- Collections, &€......... 1712 7 

COUNE oo. seerrneveesere 15 0 01 Wom — 
Collection... 2 2 0 
NorrinGHAMSHIRE. ; ‘ 2319 5 

Southwell, by Mrs. Grif- - Acknowledged before 
Bipubiscers seaveveyast hed Pasa 0 and expenses......... 213 7 
- Sutton on eee 

Collection is: inci - 80k 0 PL S10 
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Wellington— 
Collection .....0000 voore LOMIZAES 
Contributions ........, 8 511 
Do., Sunday School 0 1 10 
SOMERSETSHIRE. 
Bath— 
Collections. 1.1.25. sascee a 
Contributions % 
Do., for Africa 6 
Do., Sunday Schools 
Somerset Street.. 315 2 
ProvidenceChapel 7 6 2 
Tiverton .........0. vonld 
Do., Juvenile Asso- 
ciation, York, St. 11. 1, 4 
AGeo aS 
Acknowledged before 
and expenses.......+. 25 0 6 
iN ey es) 
Bridgewater— 
Collections...crcasrecssse 7 15-03 
Contributions .......... 418 7 
Bristol, by R. Leonard, 
Esq., on account ...100 0 0 
King Street, by Miss 
Payne, for Entally. 5 0 0 
Collumpton— 
Contributions ......... 5 Or 2 
Sunday School weer ences Leo 
Creech— 
Collection ssi.sccscsssees 0 710 
Hatch— 
Collection ..........ere00 015 0 
Honiton— 
COWection -....ceccoreesee 40 0 
Isle Abbot— 
Collection=wrSeccsneee Lt 4 
Contributions ......... 1 1 0 
Minehead— 
Collection ......... isenee 6 13 10 
Contributions 013° 2 
Montacute— 
Collections, s...iosansne- 2k <6 
Contributions ......... 516 3 
Prescott— 
Collection .......sss0068 ey ve 
Taunton— 
CollectionS.....ss0..0.00 iB ae, 
Contributions ..:...... phat leptoy 
Tiverton— 
Collectionmiss...seces eee RE sth 
Watchet and Williton— 
Collection -<< i seheteses Salat be AH) 
Contributions ..,...... 8 0 0 
Upottery— 
Collection .......s<«0... 2 0 0 
Wellington— 
Collections... Saieeloorta 
Contributions ......... 412 0 
Yeovil— 
CollectionG.ctccnseresey 2 Oe Oo 
STAFFORDSHIRE. 
Fatley~ceseaeyevstsss yess some i 4 
Neweastle under Lyne— 
Contributions, by Mrs. 
Garryemtiecssy  hsacse= (2 0 
West Bromwich— 
Contributions, by Rey. 
StOKEB vcvacccsenee 8 4 
SUFFOLK. 
Eye— 
Sunday School, by Mr. 


GISBING nace shapes 
Ipswich, Turret Green— 
Collection .ciswessasves 
Contributions ... 
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£ s. d. 
SURREY. 
Clapham— 
Children’s Missionary 
Box, by Mr. Thomas 
Hepburn...,......0066+ 015 3 
Mitcham— 
Pratt, Mra. . sic AOS; 110 0 
Ring, Eliza, Collected 
[Dy avedcascccdcsvescy<ee 05 0 
= SussEx. 
Brighton— 


Bailey, Mrs., Widow 
of the late. Mr. W. 
Bailey,byMr.J.Goffe 7 9 0 


WARWICKSHIRE. 
Rugby— 
Sunday School, by Mr. 
R. Underwood ..... ro 0G 6 
WESTMORELAND. 


Kendal, by Rev. P. J. Saffery— 
Contribs., for Africa 20 0 0 

Do., for Missionary 
Vessel «1+. tents 6 


WILTSHIRE. 


Bratton— 
Collection .. 


Damerham and Rockbourne— 
Contributions ......... 6 0 

Warminster— 
Contributions ......... 7 14 


a 
° 
Es 
e 
r=] 
Bs 
B 
n 
of OD 


WORCESTERSHIRE. 


Bewdley— 
Contributions ......... 


Do., | i 
Shipston on ‘Stour— . 
Contributions ......... 2 


Do., Sunday Scho 


YorKSHIRE. 
Hull and East Riding A 


- Beyerley— "s 
Collections, 
Bishop Burton: 
Collections... 


3 Se Contributions strstr: 


uxiliary. 
by Mr. George Greenwood d=) 


& 8. d. 
Greenwood, Mr. G., 
transferred from 
Colonial Society. 1 0 0 
9417 8 
Acknowledged before 
and expenses......... 79 12 0 
8 


Hull and East Riding Auxiliary, 
by Rey. P. J. Saffery— 
Goole— 
Contributions 212 0 
Fletcher, J., Esq., 
for Sanscrit Old 
Testament. 


Howden— 
Elletson, J., Esq... 1 0 0 


Kilham— 


Hithersay, Miss, 
ChristmasCardsby 1 0 0 
Malton— 
Collection ....... 0 
Contributions 8 
York— 
Contributions ...... 111 0 
Meltham— 
Contributions ..........2 7 0 
North Riding Auxiliary, by Rev. 
P. J. Saffery— Z 
Baldersby— 
Collection ....s:...0. 4° 3 1 
Contributions ...... 5 0 8 
Bedale— 
Collections.............6 1 6 
Contributions ...... 019 6 
Boro’bridge— 
Collections........... 215 2 
Contributions ......12 8 3 
Dishforth— 
Collection ........ Geo 8 
Contributions, for — 
AfTCGaivenseteee LO 0 0 
Masham— 


Collections,..,........ 6 6 0 


Thirsk— 
- Contributions, for 
APU sacseosteereee. 


Collections, . &e. 


eCtiONS.....+..04+4 
Contributions ...... 


110 o| 


» 52 9| 
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Sheffield— 

Collections— 
Portmahon........+ er en 
Townhead Street... 11 18 6 
Public Meeting...... 412 9 

Contributions, Town- 
head Street....... per koe wD 8 

Skidby— 
Collection, transferred 


from Col. Society... 1 0 0 


West Riding Auxiliary, 
by Rey. P. J.Saffery— 


Ackworth— 

Contributions, for 
AFF. circstsessees LU 0) 

Contributions, for 
SChOOIS..7 sc eseeestana 010 0 

Blackley— 
Collection ........ prams AiO 
Bradford— 

Contributions ......28 9 0 
Do., for Schools... 110 0 
Do., for Mission- ~S 

ary Vessel ..... or ee ea 

Ditto, Westgate : 

Chapel Juvenile 

Society............ 5 0 0 
Bramley— 


Collections...........+ 5 00 

Cliff, John, Esq...... 1 1 0 
Cowling Hill— = 

Collection .........0 11.6 7 = 


Dewsbury— 
Contributions ...... 215 0 


Farsley— a 
Collection serene ghia Pa ae 


Halifax— 
Collections...... 
Contributions . é 

Do., Sun. Sch ol 018 
Do., for Mission- 
= ary Vessel e084 0 


Hebden Bridge— _ 
Collections..... 
cheats ease 


ps Horsforth ae 
“Colle ios 


Do., Juvenile 2a 
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ANNUAL MEETING. 


The thirtieth anniversary was held at the 
Hall of Commerce, Threadneedle-street, on 
Tuesday evening, the 23rd ult., and was so 
numerously attended, that it was necessary 
to adjourn to a larger room than the one in 
which the meeting was intended to be held. 
We subjoin a condensed report of the pro- 
ceedings. The chair was occupied by J. 
TRITTON, Esq. 

_ The services having been commenced by 
singing, 

The Rev. J. SmirH, of Park-street, im- 
plored the divine blessing. 

The CHAIRMAN then rose, and said: 
Many of you were present at the lecture 
delivered a few evenings since on the sub- 
ject which will occupy our thoughts on the 
present occasion. Not having been privi- 
leged to share that pleasure with you, I 
am unacquainted with the nature of the 
address then delivered. If, therefore, I 
should allude to the same topics, you will 
kindly excuse the unintentional repetition. 
It was once observed, as a proof of the 
glory of our country, that on her dominions 
the sun never sets. Had the individual 
followed out the train of thought, surely 
changing from the natural to the moral, he 
might have added, that upon some of them 
the sun never rises—or, with beams so 
faint, that they serve only to reveal the 
cheerless gloom around. For an instance 
in point we need not traverse long tracks 
of intervening ocean, to those distant shores 
where the heathen still sit in darkness and 
the shadow of death. A voyage not very 
much doubling the duration of this evening’s 
meeting will land us on a shore which 
affords an unhappy illustration of the re- 
marks I have made. There temples are 
professedly reared for the honour of the 
Most High. A stranger, gazing on these 
structures, and beholding the thousands that 
throng the altars, might conclude that reli- 
gion was there flourishing. But except in 
some of the more favoured spots, you 
might almost as well seek for the living 
among the dead, as for the pure religion 
of Jesus on the shores of Ireland. That 
religion is known by its fruits—“ love, joy, 
peace, long-suffering, gentleness, goodness, 


faith, meekness, temperance.” Are they fo 
be found there? Do they blossom on her 
mountains? Are they seen in her valleys? 
It may seem absurd almost to say, that not 
so is the present condition of Ireland. Her 
situation seems to remind us of those sacred 
voyagers who were driven up and down in 
Adria, day after day; and while neither 
sun nor stars in many days appeared, the 
very hope of being saved seemed taken 
away. But when despair was about to take 
possession of their spirits, there stood forth 
the apostle of Christ,-and told them of that 
God whe-could clear those clouded skies, 
and calm those rolling surges; and of the 
promise given him of deliveranceand safety. 
So may the ministers of Christ, undis- 
mayed by the scene around them, stand 
forth in this hour of Ireland’s darkness and 
degradation, and proclaim to her sons the 
glad tidings of salvation and peace. We 
rejoice to know, that some of our dissent- 
ing brethren; and some in the ranks of 
protestant Episcopalians, are similarly en- 
gaged ; and we should hope that within 
the pale of the Romish church, there are 
men who direct~their followers to Him - 
whose blood cleanseth from all sin. Yet 
is it_wrong to say that there is an almost 
total absence of gospel light? What a 
condition this for a land bearing the name 
of Christian, and what an eternal reproach 
to the country with which it is connected. 
We haveshown sympathy to our own people 
by raising them houses of prayer, collegiate _ 
institutions, schools for the education of our” 
youth; we have established societies for 
promoting the spiritual welfare of Israel’s 
seattered children, and to bid the very exile — 
of Palestine stay his wanderings amid the 
green pastures of his Saviour’s fold. More 
than this, we have expended millions of 
treasures. in evangelizing the rest of the 
world, while for Ireland we have absolutely 
done next to nothing. This society, in 
connexion with other kindred institutions, 
would seek to extend to our sister island 
those religious privileges with which we 
ourselves are so richly favoured; and if we 
glance for a moment at the means by which 
it seeks to accomplish this object, we shall 
: 2R 
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find that they alone are adapted to the end 
desired, and I believe that end can be ac- 
complished, if they are used with untiring 
energy, in dependence upon that Spirit 
whose power none can withstand. It is 
stated in the second rule of this Society, 
that it contemplates a well organized sys- 
tem of agency—that is to say, a band of 
Christian itinerants, dispersed in various 
direetions, to proclaim the gospel in all its 
purity and truth, In this there is nothing 
of novelty; it was not a plan of action pur- 
sued for the first time when the missionary 
spirit, which had lain dormant for ages was 
te-awakened; for sacred scripture records 
its adoption in apostolic times. What but 
this was enjoined on the listening disciples 
of their ascending Lord, ‘‘Go ye into all 
the world and preach the gospel to every 
creature?’ What but this was pursued 
when they were scattered abroad, and went 
every where preaching the word? What 
but this was accomplished when one of 
them exclaimed, in the spirit of holy tri- 
umph, that from Jerusalem round about 
Illyricum he had fully preached the gospel 
of Christ. Is there any thing in the cir- 
cumstances of Ireland that shall make the 
efficient working of the system an impossi- 
bility 2 er, to speak more guardedly, of 
doubtful success? J cannot but think that 
if there was a sufficient number of faithful, 
able ministers of the gospel, to go forth, 
determining to know nothing among men, 
but Jesus Christ and him crucified,—to pass 
through her towns, and villages, and ham- 
lets, under the influence of the Holy Spirit, 
a change most glorious and complete would 
ere long be witnessed,—and those who 
went forth amidst darkness and discourage- 
ment, would return rejoicing, bringing their 
sheaves with them. There is also men- 
tioned the establishment of schools, the 
distribution of religious tracts, and the dif. 
fusion of the holy scriptures. Who can 
recount the number of instances in which 
the gift of one bible has been blessed 2 
A silent messenger of God, it enters the 
humble dwelling at first unread, till some 
circumstance, trivial in itself, but provi- 
dential in its results, produces attention to 
the long-neglected treasure ; it is opened, 
—the light of heaven falls upon the sacred 
page,—and truth stands forth in all-her 
native purity and loveliness to the eye o 
the astonished and delighted beholder. No 
sooner is a man convinced himself, than the 
daily object of his life is to convince others. 
Who can say where an example so bene- 
ficial shall ceaseto operate? I believe that 
there are to be found many in Ireland who 
are willing, like the noble Bereans of old, to 
search the sacred volume for themselyes,— 
Will you not, then, lend some humble aid 

to a society that seeks to send to Ireland 


the word of God, and, where necessary, 
translated into the native tongue? It 
may be even now the eleventh hour of 
her spiritual destiny ; bleeding with the 
wounds, and weeping over the woes of cen- 
turies of sorrow, she makes, through the 
medium of this society, her pathetic, it may 
be her last appeal to you. What scene is 
more fitted for the labours, what objects 
are more worthy of the efforts, of British 
Christians ? You who instrumentally planted 
the standard of the cross on the sultry 
plains of India, proclaimed the freedom 
of the gospel to the captive children of Ham; 
to you Ireland casts her imploring gaze; and 
strange, methinks, it will be, if he whose 
heart can bleed for the sorrows of the dis- 
tant, has no commiseration for those who 
are perishing at his yery doors. A gentle. 
man, well known in his day, has expressed 
a wish that the waters would roll over Ire- 
land, and thus blot it from the map of 
nations. Would that the waters did roll 
over Ireland—not, indeed, of the wide At- 
lantie that thunder on her shores—not the 
narrow rivers that intersect her pastures, 
nor the swelling lakes that lie cradled at the 
foot of her mountain heights—but those pure 
and blessed streams which shall fertilize 
the moral soil, shall sweep away the cor. 
tuption of ages, and shall bear the heir 
of immortality to the stormless hayen of 
perpetual peace. 

The Rev. S. GREEn then read an abstract 
of the report, which consisted as usual, of 
highly interesting extracts from the com- 
munications of ministers and scripture read- 
ers labouring in Ireland, and from which it 
appeared that the society was steadily pur- 
suing its important objects, and with great 
success. ‘The receipts during the past year 
had somewhat exceeded the expenditure, 
the legacies received had been larger than 
usual, From the commencement of the 
year it had been felt that the increasing 
duties of the secretaryship were becoming 
too onerous for any London pastor, and the 
Rev. S, Green had been invited by the 
committee to relinquish his pastoral engage- 
ments, and give himself exclusively to the 
business of this society. That invitation, 
however he had declined, and the Rev. Mr. 
Trestrail, late of Cork, had been appointed 
to the office. ‘ 

R. Stock, Esq., then presented his ac- 
counts as treasurer, from which it appeared 
that there was a debt against the society, at 
the last annual meeting, of £1348 11s. 9d., 
oy pg year it had been reduced to £1152 

5s. 2d. is ee e 74 

The Rev. T. Sprice, A.M., moved, | 

I. “ That the report, extracts from which 
have now been read, be received and cir- 
culated under the direction of the com- 
mittee ; this meeting, at the same dine, 
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cherishing the liveliest satisfaction that the | 
committee have sought during the year to | 
augment the number of ministers connected | 
with the society, and to station additional 

readers in the larger towns. The meeting, 

moreover, are thankful to learn that the 

year’s income of the society has somewhat | 
more than covered its expenditure.” 

It appears from the report that the num- 
ber of ministers and readers have been 
increased in Ireland during the past year, 
especially in large towns. I am delighted 
that our societies are beginning to feel that 
the way to evangelize the country, is to 
occupy its principal towns, that from them 
the light may emanate as from so many im- 
portant centres to the villages around. When 
the apostles went forth to preach the gospel to 
the Gentiles, they entered into cities and 
towns, seeking there to plant the standard of 
the cross, satisfied that the waving of the 
banner would be seen to the utmost parts of 
the land. Another point referred to in the 
resolution is the state of the funds. I 
approach that subject with a mixture of pain 
and pleasure. We must all feel pleased 
that the income has more than met the ex- 
penditure; it is, however, painful to think 
that a portion of the receipts has been 
derived from legacies ; for howeyer confi- 
dent we may feel that to our departed friends 
the exchange of worlds is their eternal gain, 
yet we cannot but lament the loss of useful 
and devoted disciples of Christ. Ialso regret 
that, in order to keep the expenditure within 
the income of the society, the former should 
be so very small. From £2,000 to £3,000 
a year expended on Ireland, is but a trifling 
sum from that body considered to be repre. 
sented by this society. At the same time, 
we are permitted to rejoice that we are not 
labouring without the testimony of God in 
our favour. Darkness thick and dense has 
appeared to rest over Ireland. Some have 
been almost ready to imagine that the time 
was not yet come to make an effort in that 
part of our own empire. What, however, 
can be a stronger proof that the people 
require light, than the fact that they are 

_eovered with thick darkness? What can be 
a clearer evidence that the time has come for 
labour, than the awful consideration that 
souls are descending into another. world 
without a knowledge of the gospel of Jesus 
Christ. I agree with you, Sir, as to the 

possibility, nay, the certainty, that many 
are finding their way to heaven in spite of 
that system, the power of which we so 
much deplore in Ireland. I have lived 
there, and I have heard from the lips of some 
of the priesthood of the church of Rome 
statements as clear and decisive, upon the 


_ great leading fundamental truths of Chris- 
tianity, as could be made. But, granting 
_ this, T left Ireland with a much more full 
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conviction than that with which I entered 
it, that the system of Romanism is one that 
must be broken up and scattered to the 
winds before the population can know the 
way of salvation. Under this impression, 
I rejoice in every effort that is made, with- 
out asking whether it is carried on by my 
own denomination or by any other. Itisa 
great point gained, that it should be allowed 
by the community to which I have referred, 
that it is desirable to circulate the word of 
God. Let even their edition go ferth, and 
good must be done. I would not so much 
quarrel with a system that taught men to 
think even incorrectly, as with one that 
prevented them thinking at all. Their own 
scriptures cannot be widely circulated with. 
out exciting inquiry as to the difference 
between it and our Protestant version, and 
therefore I feel that an opening will be made 
for the dissemination of the truth to a much 
greater extent than is now enjoyed. 

Rev. J. W. Massie, in seconding the re- 
solution, said, I appear in the midst of this 
audience with unfeigned pleasure, as an 
intimation of brotherly sympathy with, and 
Christian confidence in, the Society whose 
interests have convened you-this evening. 
I have-been with great pleasure a listener 
to the lucid and eloquent exhibition of prin- 
ciple with which the business of this evening 
was introduced. If, indeed, the Chairman 
were not a hearer of the lecture delivered 
on a former evening, yet the mind of the 
Chairman and that of the lecturer must 
have been taught to look with the same 
views on the aspect and the prospect of 
Ireland. I have been constrained to look 
back for many years to the position of that 
country. There were, two hundred and 
forty years ago, in the north of Ireland 
about ten ministers who preached the gospel, 
irrespective of any connexion with the 
Established church. The residuum of their 
their labours gradually became what has, in 
more recent times, been denominated the 
Presbyterian body in Ireland. The ten have 
since been multiplied about fifty-fold, and 
there are now five hundred ministers of the 
blessed gospel of Jesus Christ preaching in _ 
that country. Still my own views an 
sympathies lead me very much to question 
the efficiency of their labours, in conse. 
quence of what I would call, in the lan-_ 
guage of scripture, the wedge of gold and 


the Babylonish garment which is found 


among them. If they would cast that forth 
from their camp, if they would trust the re. 
sources of the king of Zion,—then, assuredly, 
their strength would be multiplied, and they 
would become “ clear as the sun, fair as the 
moon, and terrible as an army with banners.” 
There are other Presbyterians, however, 
who, conscientiously refusing this badge of 
servitude, go forward on the same prin- 
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ciples that we recognize, and efficiently 
labouring, succeed, by the blessing of God, 
in the promotion of our common Christi- 
anity. Looking back to about the same 


period of time, there were other men in| 


whom you and I are interested by the re- 
miniscences of our ecclesiastical history. 
Lord Henry—as good a lord as ever wore 
the lieutenancy of Ireland—received the 
Lord’s Supper at the table of an Inde- 
pendent church. Colonel Jones the then 
Governor of Dublin regularly assembled 
with the Baptist church in Dublin, and 
proved his submission to the crown of Im- 
manuel by all the benevolence of his private 
piety, and all the fervency of his secret 
prayers. At that time, England was in- 
terested in the progress of the gospel in 
Ireland. They sent forth men of the most 
eminent talent, whose writings remain to 
this day a proof of the character of our 
forefathers and of the puritans of England. 
Among these were John Howe, Stephen 
Charnock, John Owen, and others, who la. 
boured as the agents of this Society are 
labouring—who preached the gospel faith- 
fully from house to house. We are, at the 
distance of two centuries, only beginning to 
follow up the work which they commenced. 
Who can doubt the fervency of Howe? 
the prayerfulness of Owen? the evan- 
gelical piety of Charnock? These menand 
their contemporaries went forth bearing 
precious seed, which they sowed in tears; 
but whence comes it that that seed did not 
grow as it has grown amongst us? I be- 
lieve, in my sober judgment, that the want 
of success has arisen from this—that the 
good men of England who wished to pro. 
mote the prosperity of Ireland thought to 
do the work themselves, instead of employ. 
ing the Irish people. The Irish mind must 
feel that it_has a right to develope itself. 
The cause may still farther be found in 
this, that when good men have been raised 
up, they have been taught to lean upon 
England as upon a crutch. Your churches 
in Ireland must sustain themselves. I 
would not by this imply that the liberality 
of British Christians is to be stinted towards 
Ireland, or that it is to flow in its present 
narrow channel; but I would have those 
waters, to which our Chairman referred flow 
in a thousand rills, meandering through and 
fertilizing all Ireland. There has been not 
only a want of confidence towards the 
Christians of Ireland, but a want of noble 
‘sympathy towards the people generally, so 
that even liberal and enlightened Roman 
catholics, who have entertained the prin- 
ciples of the gospel of Jesus Christ, have 
been afraid to identify themselves with the 
English of the pale, lest they should be 
suspected of merely seeking that identifi- 
cation for the sake of filthy lucre, And, 
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query—Do we pray enough for the pros- 
perity of the cause—for the people who are 
|the objects of our philanthropy? What 
is the manner in which even Christian 
ministers of all denominations hold occa- 
sional and rare intercourse with the priest- 
hood of Ireland? Is it not with the 
umbrella under the arm, that is next the 
priest, in order to prevent anything like a 
linking together? My firm conviction is, 
that there are as benevolent men under the 
garb of Roman catholic priests as there are 
in this room at this moment. They are 
misled; they are mistaken; they hold 


account, the more commiserate them, and 
exhibit the greater readiness to co-operate 
with them in all those works in which we 
can act together. While residing in Ire- 
land, it occurred to me, that it was desirable 
to promote a spirit of prayer on the part of 
protestant Christians, for the welfare of 
Treland, and that the point to which prayer 
should be directed was, not that the Roman 
catholics might be converted and joined to 
our church, but that the priests might be 
enlightened, and according to the measure 
of their enlightenment might be constrained 
by the love of Christ, to preach the gospel 
among the people. If I may venture to 
speak my own experience on that occasion, 
it was, that I looked on the priests with 
more tenderness than before. If we lift up 
holy hands it must be without wrath and 
doubting ; if we pray it must be in a kind 
spirit towards those for whom we pray ; and 
the more we pray, the more will a kind 
spirit be produced, and the greater will be 
our success. 

The resolution was then put and agreed to. 

The Rey. C. HARDcAsSTLe (of Waterford), 
in moving the next resolution said: It is 
now twenty-seven years since it was my 
privilege to attend a meeting of the Baptist 


period without being conscious of the great 
changes which have taken place? I little 
thought then, that twenty years of my life 
would be spent in Ireland. I rejoice to be 
present at this meeting, and to behold it so 
numerous. I rejoice that this Society has 
maintained its character as being among the 


first to discover right principles of action 
with respect to Ireland, the efficient mode of 
carrying them into operation, and that it has 
displayed untiring perseverance. We who 
have long laboured in Ireland, are not tired ; 
and we rejoice that our friends here are of 
the same mind with ourselves, We trust 
that you will exert your energies still more 
fully, and above all that you will pray for. 
the outpouring of the influences of the 
blessed Spirit, so essential to the success of 
any of our labours. It will be expected 
that I should make some statements with 
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erroneous doctrine; but we should on that - 


Irish Society. Who can look back to that 
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reference to Ireland. The topic to which I 
would direct your attention is one that pe- 
culiarly belongs to me, as the senior minister 
of the older churches planted in that inter- 
esting country. 


and Cork still exist. But there was a long 


period of spiritual declensionin the churches; | 
and when the tone of piety is once lowered, | 


it is not an easy thing to raise it again, 
This is the case with individuals, but it is 
still more so ina society. In latter days, 
however, God has been pleased to revive us, 
and fora great number of years our churches 
have not been in so satisfactory a state. We 
are labouring with that diligence and some 
portion of that faithfulness which the pos- 
session of genuine religion may be expected 
to impart. We thank God and take cou- 
rage at every indication of your sympathy 
with us. We need that sympathy, and 
though we are anxious in a sense to be in- 
dependent, yet we must, in some degree, 
depend upon your kind co-operation for the 
success of our exertions. With respect to 
our labours among Roman catholics, we are 
sorry that we cannot report greater progress 
than we do. You have, however, in this, a 
pledge of our integrity. But God is bless. 
ing our labours even in this department. I 
was recently present at the baptism of two 
of our Roman catholic brethren. I allude 
to this in connexion with the diffusion of the 
Douay version of the Scriptures. One of 
them remarked, that if we could get the Ro- 
man catholics to receive that Bible, they 
would heed the text, but not the notes. The 
resolution which I rise to move is the fol- 
lowing :— 

“That this meeting, in accepting Mr. 
Green’s resignation of the secretaryship, 
desire to express their high sense of the 
valuable services he has rendered to the 
Society for the last eight years; and, as they 
concur in the steps taken to secure a secre- 
tary who can devote the whole of his time to 
the increasing duties of the office, the meet- 
ing request Mr. Trestrail to undertake those 
duties. They also tender thanks to Mr. 
Stock, for the services which as treasurer he 
has rendered to the Society, and beg him to 
continue those services; and the meeting 
also nominate the following gentlemen as 
the committee for the year ensuing, with 
power to fill up vacancies,” 

As our friend Mr. Green is obliged to 
retire from the office of secretary, I have 
great pleasure in nominating our fiend and 
brother Mr. Trestrail. I only speak the 
sentiment of every agent of the Society in 
Treland, when I say in the language of that 
country, with all the veins of our hearts we 
commend him to your care. Regretting, as 
we do, his absence from Ireland, we yield 


During the Protectorate, | 
Baptist churches were planted in the south | 
of Ireland; and those in Dublin, Waterford, | 
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him up with the persuasion, that he will be 
still more useful here. 

The Rev. G. Goud, of Dublin, in se. 
conding the resolution, said: It isimpossible 
for any man to tread the shores of Ireland 
without feeling the deepest interest in the 
moral and spiritual condition of her inha- 
bitants. We behold them groaning under 
the oppression of a monstrous system of 
superstition, but we also behold them groan- 
ing under the oppression of that most hateful 
of all forms of Christianity, a state church. 
Just before I left Dublin, a society was 
formed for the express purpose of hiring 
Protestant servants. I obtained a pros- 
pectus. Itis required that every person who 
applies for employment through that society 
should attend all the services of the state 
church. A large portion of the episcopalians 
will not receive a servant into their employ- 
ment unless he does attend that church. A 
person enters a house as a servant; he is 
a catholic, and it not unfrequently happens 
that he is goaded to some hasty expression, 
and that expression is immediately converted 
into an argument to prove the corruption of 
the Roman catholic system to which this 
servant by profession belongs. But some of 
the most honest, faithful, and diligent ser- 
vants in Ireand, are catholics by profession. 
By thus endeavouring to monopolize the re- 
commendation of Protestant servants, the 
society is adopting means for thwarting the 
efforts we are putting forth with regard even 
to catholics, I had been preaching, once a 
week, for some time, in the renowned village 
of Clontarf. We had been going on very well 
for some weeks, had a congregation of from 
twenty-six to thirty, and a little Roman ca- 
tholic congregation outside. A number of 
policemen, who were stationed at Clontarf, 
were impressed by the truth. The sergeant 
was himself for some time a regular attend. 
ant. I went out, let the weather be fair or 
foul, because I expected to meet a warm- 
hearted and thankful people. But, after a 
few weeks, I missed the sergeant, and I 
found that the clergyman had been with 
him, and had represented that it would be a 
dreadful calamity for him to receive my in-— 
structions. He besought him to use all his 
influence to prevent the subordinates from 
coming. He withdrew from the place. One _ 
of the policemen, who felt it to be his privi- 
lege to come, was immediately appointed to 
be doing duty at the very hour of preaching. 
Others were drafted off to Kingston, and 
to Pheenix-park, that my congregation might- 
be dwindled down. Has the plan succeeded ? 
Thank God it has not. I am informed that 
there are not fewer than five policemen at 
that station who have received the truth in 
the love of it. The notion has gone abroad, 
that the inevitable result of upsetting the 
Establishment will be a state-paid catholie 
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priesthood. But the people have been too 
much indoctrinated with voluntaryism by 
the assiduous labours of O’Connell to permit | 
it. Indeed, some of the catholics turn round | 
upon those who call themselves Dissenters, 
and say, If you assert, that the Christian) 
minister is to be supported by the voluntary 
contributions of his own people, what do you 
mean by the Regium Donum? I would to| 
God we could wipe that stain from our 
brow. With regard to our own denomi- | 
nation, it may be right to say that our efforts 
are attracting the attention of Roman catho- 
lies as well as that of the church party. 
The former, however, have a feeling of re- 
spect for us, because there have been some) 
amongst us who have been faithful to their 
principles in days gone by. It is important 
that we should take advantage of this; but 
I do not believe that we shall do so unless 
we increase our exertions. One or two re- 
marks have been made about Father Mathew. 
By this morning’s post I have received a 
letter written by him; which states, that he 
has circulated, out of his own private re- 
sources, several thousand copies of the Douay 
version of the Scriptures. Besides, Dr. 
Croly, archbishop of Armagh, has given away 
30,000 copies of the Scriptures. _ These are 
delightful facts; and since there is a dispo- 
sition on the part of the people to read the 
Scriptures, by all means let us avail ourselves 
of it, I will mention one anecdote bearing 
upon this point, and conclude. A few weeks 
ago, one of our readers tapped at the door of 
a poor dwelling; and, on his doing so a voice 
said to him, “ Comein.” On entering the | 
place, he found a poor woman stretched on a 
pallet of straw; she was a poor ignorant Ro- 
man catholic. After a short time, he pulled 
a Bible out of his pocket, and read those 
words, “ God so loved the world,” &c. The 
poor creature turned to him with tears in her 
eyes and said, ‘‘ Your honour, do the Sisters 
of Charity know of this blessed book?” “ Of 
course,” he said, “ they know that such a 
book is in existence.” In her simplicity she 
said, ‘‘ Surely, if they knew of sucha blessed 
book as that, they would not come to poor 
old creatures like myself to read us such 
queer stories as I have been listening to this 
morning.” You can get at the hearts of the 
Irish people through the Irish language. 
There are upwards of three millions of them 
who speak no other tongue, and yet-not 
twelve sermons are preached every Sunday 
in that language. Ought such a state of 
things to continue? It was by English law 
that the Trish language was put down, and 
by English Christian liberality that that law 
must in effect be repealed. 
The resolution was than put from the 

chair, and carried unanimously. 

__ The Rey, F, TResrratL (of Cork) moved 
the following resolution :— .. 
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“That this meeting, looking at events 
transpiring in relation to Ireland, and ob- 
serving the theories proposed for her benefit 
in political, social, and moral points of view, 
desire to record their deepening conviction, 
that Christians of this country are bound to 
multiply their efforts to promote the preach- 
ing of the gospel in the sister country, Inas- 
much as by this means it may be expected, 
that God will graciously work for the over-, 
throw of her errors and, superstition, and for 


ithe conversion of her people to the know- 


ledge and faith of Christ.” 

He said: In what I am going to say, I 
promise you I will endeavour to be as brief 
as possible. I am deeply sensible of the 
very kind manner in which you received me. 
When I went to Ireland I.determined to de- 
vote my whole life to the work; and I have 
uniformly refused all offers which would 
bring me back to this country. It may be 
asked, ‘‘ Why, then, are you here now 2?” 
For no other reason than because the com- 
mittee and my brethren in Ireland believe, 
that by undertaking the office which I have 
done, I shall best promote the interests of 
the Society. It now remains with my bre- 
thren in the ministry, and the congregations 
over whom they preside, to say, whether or 
not that intention shall be carried out. On 
behalf of the treasurer, and of the com. 
mittee, let me say, that we throw ourselves, 
in the Irish fashion, upon your hearts. We 
seek not merely to secure their sympathy, 
but their resolve, that they will do something 
more for Ireland than they have done 
hitherto; and that they will not forget us 
when they come to the mercy-seat and pray 
“ Thy kingdom come.” Three years ago, at 
Finsbury chapel, [ made some statements 
which many there thought were mistaken, or 
that I viewed things through a magnifying 
medium. I now appeal to the statements of 
my friends Dr. Urwick, Mr. King, Mr. Smith, 
and others, all of whom substantiated the 
statements which I.made. Brethren, cast 
aside suspicion, and believe what we say. 
What object can we have in view but to 
induce you to increase your exertions and 
your prayers that the divine blessing may be 
poured out from on high. A few words re. 
specting the letters of “ Philo-Hibernie.” 
In reply to this gentleman, Mr. Smith wrote 
a letter which was. filled, not with opinions 
but with facts, facts drawn from the Society. 
with which he is connected, facts also having 
some reference to things which I had done 
and said.  Philo-Hibernie,” through Mr. 
Smith, put some questions to me. T thou: 

“ Philo-Hibernie” myself; and I promised 
to give him some information on meeting my 


bt. 
it would save time and trouble to answer 


brethren, who were about to assemble in 
Parsonstown. Just at this time Ireceived the — 
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intelligence of the death of my loved and 4 
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venerable mother; and although she had long 
been a devoted follower of Jesus Christ, you 
may easily conceive that I was not inavery fit 
state to take a long journey on receiving that 
intelligence. However, I wrote to my 
brethren with the view of answering the 
questions which had been put to me. The 
‘first was, ‘‘ Did Mr. Trestrail and his col. 
leagues in Ireland ever preach in the open 
air?” I had stated that we had done so 
over and over again; and [ gave the names 
of Mr. Macarthy, Mr. Berry, and several 
others, who had preached in the open air. 
One of them said, “I have preached so 
frequently that I don’t know how often ;” 
another said, ‘* About thirty times;” another, 
«Six or seven times;” another, “ Very 
frequently ;” another, “ Frequently;” and 
the last to whom I put the inquiry, said, 
“*« Occasionally, in conjunction with other 
Christian members, on board vessels.” Then 
comes the question, whether or not they 
were molested? During a period of four 
years there had occurred only one case of 
molestation, and that happened in the city 
of Cork. With whom did it originate? A 
man went to the expense of a shilling to 
buy.a cat, and he induced another person to 
fling it at one of our brethren who was 
preaching in the open air. This, of course, 
caused some uproar. But who was the 
party? A Protestant. We could hardly 
wonder if molestation did take place on the 
part of the Roman catholics, when a Pro- 
testant is found to take the lead. Here, 
then, we have a number of missionaries, 
who are in the habit of preaching in the 
open air, and there is only one instance of 
molestation, and that comes from a Pro- 
testant? Brethren, can you believe us after 
that? Just give me an answer to that 
question. (Loud cheers.) Ay, that is a 
right good answer. Well, then, next comes 
the question, whether any Roman catholics 
attend our ministry? Why, I was rather 
surprised, I confess, at this question ; for if 
they did come regularly, would they be 
Roman catholics? One brother said, how- 
ever, “ At two stations, visited once a fort- 
night, eight; i.e. two at one, and six at an- 
other.” The answer with respect to the 
other brethren, to whom I have before re- 
ferred, is as follows :—‘ All the other bre. 
thren unite in this general reply, viz., Ro- 
man catholics generally attend our ordinary 
ministrations, but we cannot say how many, 
nor how frequently the same persons attend.” 
There is great difficulty in gathering statistics 
on a subject of this kind; but Ihave no 
doubt my brethren will do their best, if we 
are obliged to bring forward this kind of 
evidence, in order to remove unbelief. I 
hope, however, that what I have brought 
forward on this occasion will induce you to 
rely upon our integrity. Well, then, it may 
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beasked, “Have you, Mr. Trestrail, preached 
in the open air?’ Myreply is, “ Yes, a great 
many times.” J have done so in Cork, and 
in many other places; and a friend of mine 
did so in Cork every Sunday afternoon, 
during two summer seasons, when the 
weather would permit, and he was not mo- 
lested on a single occasion. The only in- 
stance of molestation-which I myself ever 
experienced came from an individual who 
threw a sod at me. Why it was but a soft 
bit of turf, and did me no harm “at all at 
all.” And when I went out again, after 
tea, many persons were waiting for me, and 
one of those who had been present said to 
me, ‘‘ We hope your worship will not think 
us all bad entirely; we hope you will not 
put us all down as ruffians because one rag- 
amuffin lost his manners, and indeed he was 
tipsy at the time.” Now I haye also been 
asked, if there have been any instances of 
usefulness by means of our ministry among 
Roman catholics? One brother says that 
his ministry has been blessed during four 
years to the conversion of seven. Another 
says, he has three or four candidates at pre- 
sent, and another speaks of two. I think, 
then, that we have something to encourage 
our hearts, something to inspire us with a 
hope, something to induce us to believe that 
there is no cause for despair. But my 
brethren have requested me not to lose sight 
of the following important facts. First, that 
all the Roman catholics converted do not 
enter our churches. I cannot on this occa- 
sion, for want of time, enter into a statement 
of the reasons; but I apprehend, that just 
in the same manner as it was considered a 
great triumph, afterseventeen years, to snap 
the chain of caste in India, so in the case of 
Romanists openly joining our churches in 
Ireland, there is an equal difficulty and an 
equal triumph. The next point which they 
wish me to notice is, that the brethren receive 
visits from some who do not appear in our 
assemblies. Finally, they mention, .“ the 
amount of benefit conferred on the souls of 
Irish Protestants.” It willnot do, you must 
remember. to leave our small churches en- 


tirely destitute of the preaching of the ever- --— 


lasting gospel. I am confident there is not 
a person in this assembly who would not 
deeply deplore such a result. Our friend 
Mr. Massie has urged that it is very desir. 
able to procure Irish agency. We must 
first, however, pay off the debt ; that is the 
first business to which we must devote our- 
selves; inthe next place, we must keep up _ 
our regular contributions, in order to support 
our existing agency; and, lastly, we must 
endeavour to establish and sustain an insti- 
tution for the education of Irish young men, 
who shall be sent out to preach the gospel. 
Permit me to add, in reference to a state- 
ment of my friend Mr, Gould, that not 
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merely is Father Mathew desirous that the 
Scriptures should be read in Ireland, but the 
whole Roman catholic hierarchy have recom- 
mended that the Douay version of the 
scriptures should be circulated. Now allow 
me to say, that I believe it is owing to our 
agents, our readers, and our schools, in con- 
nexion with similar societies, that that 
change has been brought about in Ireland. 
You ask us for fruit. It is not too much to 
say, that that isa fruit of our exertions. I 
hope you are convinced that Ireland is a 
tight and fit subject for Christian bene- 
volence. 

The Rev. H. H. Dospney moved, and the 
Rey. W. Payne seconded, that the name of 
the Rev. S. Green, the late Secretary, 
should be added to the list of the committee. 

Carried unanimously. 

The Rev. Joun Bates (of Ballina) in 
rising to second the resolution moved by the 
Rev. F. Trestrail, said,—I have laboured 
about ten years in Ireland, and I have always 
regarded the field as sufficiently wide to call 
for all the activity, all the benevolence, all 
the devotedness and zeal of a Christian man. 
I went to Ireland that I might proclaim the 
gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ, and I trust 
that from this great work I[ shall never de- 
viate, either to the right hand or to the left. 
You have heard that Ireland is the land of 
darkness—the land of superstition. Nothing 
but the gospel of the blessed God is caleu- 
lated to remove the evils we deplore, and to 
raise the Irish people to an honourable 
standing amongst the nations of the earth. 
It is true that our progress does not appear 
80 great as in many other parts of the world; 
but there are signs on the surface of society 
that our principles are being diffused, and 
promises that they will soon break forth, 
and bring large accessions into the church of 
our Lord Jesus Christ. Itis evident that 
this great and important work is the only 
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remedy for the evils of Ireland. We must 
direct them to the Lord Jesus Christ, as the 
only true foundation of the sinner’s hope. 
We would say to you, affectionately and 
earnestly, let Ireland be the starting point. 
You lament that popery is spreading; Ire- 
land, with its popery, is open to you asa 
field of missionary labour. Throw all your 
life and energy into the missionary work 
there, and rest assured that the principles 
and convictions which are at work in that 
country will make all those who cherish 
error finally receive the truth. But be not 
deceived. The great body of the Roman 
catholics are better than their system; but 
if you imagine that popery will ever love 
the principles of civil and religious liberty, 
depend upon it you are greatly mistaken. 
We know that the light which we have 
spread, and the principles which we have 
set afloat, have compelled many of them to 
be better than their system. 1 will only ob- 
serve, in reference to the field of labour 
where God has placed me, that there have 
been seventy or eighty individuals united to 
the church of Christ ; twenty of them were 
Roman catholics. Three of them have been 
educated, and are now being trained for the 
ministry. We have reason to hope, in 
short, that the Lord has crowned our labours 
with success. I have circulated twelve or 
fourteen thousand tracts on the right hand 
and on the left. The people begin to think, 
Error may‘struggle hard, and last long ; but 
it carries in it the seeds of destruction. 
Truth is immortal in its nature, and the 
principles of the gospel, as revealed from 
heaven, shall finally triumph and reign over 
the children of men. : 

The resolution was then put from the chair, 
and adopted by the meeting. 

J. Dritton, Esq., proposed a vote of 


‘thanks to the chairman, which was seconded 


and carried unanimously. 


N.B. All communications for the Secretary to be addressed to him, at the Mission House, 


33, Moorgate-street. Those friends who have hitherto received the Chronicle by post, are 
respectfully informed, that the end for which the plan was adopted having been in a great 
measure secured, and many representations having been made as to the expense, the Com- 
mittee have deemed it right to discontinue it. It will, however, be forwarded to those 
whose subscriptions are acknowledged in it, as far as it can be done. 

_The Secretary would feel exceedingly obliged, if friends in the country would inform 
him how the Chronicles can be sent free of charge. Their booksellers, by giving the 
address of their London correspondents,.could have them inclosed in their monthly parcels. 


Subscriptions and Donations thankfully received by Robert Srock, Esq., Treasurer, 1, Mad- 
dox-street ; by the pert at the Mission House, Moorgate-street; and by the Rev. S. Davis, 
92, St. John-street-road, Islington; by the following ministers and gentlemen:—Revs. J. 
Aneus, Mission House, London: C, ANDERSON and W. InnEs, Edinburgh; C. HARDCASTLE, 
Waterford; G, N. Warson, Cork; G. Gouxp, 1, Seville Place, Dublin; W. S. Ecours, 
Coleraine ; R. Winson, Belfast; by Messrs. J. Hopkins, Cambridge Crescent, Birmingham ; 
J. Sanpers, 104, Great Russell-street, Bloomsbury; at the Union Bank, Argyle Place, London : 
and by any Baptist Minister, in any of our principal towns. ; 7 i 
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BAPTIST HOME MISSIONARY SOCIETY. 


ANNUAL MEETING. 


THE forty-seventh anniversary of the society 
was held at Finsbury chapel, on Monday even- 
ing, April 22, when there was a more numerous 
attendance than on any previous occasion. 
C. B. Roxpinson, Esq., took the chair. The 
service having been commenced by singing, 
Mr. Tyso, of Wallingford, engaged in prayer. 

The CuarrMan said :—Of the many scenes 
of Christian benevolence which at the present 
day appeal to your sympathy and aid, there is 
no one, I venture to say, more entitled to at- 
tention than that which has convened us to- 
gether this evening. Brought, by the good 
providence of God, to the forty-seventh anni- 
versary, the friends to the Baptist Home 
Missionary Society may well thank God and 
take courage. Although at every period of its 
history it has received more or less intimations 
of the Divine favour, yet in no one year has 
the blessing of God been more abundantly 
bestowed on its labours and operations, than 
during that which has just closed. You have 
seventy-two agents in different parts of the 
Kingdom, who, with the assistance of their 
brethren, are in the habit of preaching in 500 
villages and towns, There have been added to 
the churches under their care no less than 800 
persons during the year. You have, in con- 
nexion with these various places, 86 Sunday 
schools, employing 1000 teachers, and contain- 
ing nearly 6,000 scholars. Your agents are 
accustomed to preach on an average to 20,000 
of your countrymen every week. Enlarged, 
however, as has been the sphere of your opera- 
tions, there remains much ground to be possessed, 
and I hope the cheering statements made will 
only serve to incite you to increased zeal in this 
noble cause; for surely it may truly be said 
that the dark places of our own native land are 
still full of the habitations of cruelty. I hope 
that by the enlarged spirit of liberality evinced 
towards this society and kindred institutions, 
the time is not very far distant when from 
every hamlet in our land will be heard the ex- 
clamation, “ How beautiful upon the mountains 
are the feet of him that bringeth good tidings, 
that publisheth peace ;” and sure I am, every 
thing at the present day should excite you to 
increased exertions. Error is stalking abroad 
on every hand. The great educational move- 
ment itself, the glory of our times, renders 
more necessary the operations of this society. 
You are creating a thirst for knowledge 
throughout the land: how necessary it is that 
you should have agents to cry out, “ Ho! every 
one that thirsteth, come ye to the waters, and 
he that hath no money ; come ye, buy and eat; 
yea, come, buy wine and milk without money 
and without price,” {£ most earnestly desire 


that the agents of your society may receive 
your cordial sympathy and support; they are 
engaged throughout the year in a laborious 
task—they look to you to be encouraged. On 
an occasion like this, you should hold up their 
hands, and strengthen their hearts. We 
should be fellow-labourers with them, I do 
hope their hearts will be encouraged by seeing 
the cordial support you give to the objects of 
the meeting. Without further detail, I shall 
call on the Secretary to read the Report. 

An abstract of the report having been read, 

Rev. J. J. Davies (of Tottenham) rose to 
move :— 


“That this meeting cordially adopts the report of 
the proceedings of the Society, an abstract of which 
has just been read; that it sympathizes with the 
agents, especially in the rural districts, under the 
opposition which-they have to encounter ; and that 
it acknowledges with devout and fervent gratitude 
the cheering tokens of the divine approbation, which 
have attended their labours during the past year.” 


The report cannot have been listened to without 
feelings of great interest. Most consolatory it 
is that the great truths of the gospel are 
understood and advocated by all the agents of 
your society. It is a matter of devout thanks- 
giving, indeed, that the labours of these holy 
men are crowned with increasing success. The 
results of the past year are truly delightful. 
In connexion with your various associations 
there are rather under 4,000 members; but up- 
wards of 800 of these have been added during 
the past year. This is the work of God, and it 
demands our devoutest thanksgiving. Thus, 
while your missionaries are misunderstood and 
misrepresented by many—while they have to 
bear up amidst difficulty, to struggle on amidst 
annoyances of various kinds, and opposition in 
many respects, and under which they are 
scarcely objects of compassion or interest, yet 
amidst all this they work on, and the God of 


missions works with them, by effecting the 


greatest of all miracles, the renovation of tlie 
heart of man. We rejoice in the success of the 
society, because it seems to establish the close 
and important connexion between means and 
end, in the spiritual as well as in the natural 
economy. I would that this principle were 
thoroughly acted upon. We are not straitened 
in our God; the gospel is just what it was in 
the apostolic age, distinguished by its wondrous 
suitableness to the wants and woes of our 
fallen nature; and the Spirit of all grace is 
just what it was at that time. The hearts of 
men are no worse now than they were then, 
and he who vanquished thousands in that age 
can vanquish thousands still, But we are 
straitened in ourselves ; we are gressly wanting 
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in our own cause; we want the whole church, 
at home as well as abroad, to be roused up from 
its slumbers, and devoted to the great work to 
which she is called, We want every Christian 
to feel that he is a soldier of the cross; that 
the humblest can do something for Christ; and 
that it is his honour and his duty to do what- 
ever he can. May I be allowed to say, we want 
something of the spirit of the Jamaica churches 
in our churches at home, where all the mem- 
bers feel that religion is their work and business, 
the service of Christ their constant employ~ 
ment, and their highest delight? We want re- 
newed energy and zeal, on account of the state 
of the present times, Wondrous times are 
passing over us; we may talk of political 
changes, and desire them; but we want one 
change above all others, the imbuing of the 
public mind with the principles of the gospel of 
Jesus Christ. No change will meet the wants 
of our own country, our own days, except this 
great and divine change be effected. Strange 
times, indeed, when a large section of professing 
Christians, avowedly the only Christians, or 
very nearly so, are assuming an unwonted 
attitude, and giving utterance to sentiments so 
hostile to liberty and so subversive to religion ; 
when men can silence the living oracles of God, 
and bid us listen to the confused and jarring 
notes of a vain tradition; when men can 
preach the doctrine of a reserve upon the vital 
truths of the gospel, and urge instead, fasts, and 
ceremonies, and confession to priests, and 
mystic rites; when they can withhold the chil- 
dren’s bread, the bread which came down from 
heaven, and was given for the life of the world, 
and instead of this, present but stones and 
husks, or the apples of Sodom ; when men can 
tell us that they blush for the reformers—that 
they denounce the reformation, and discard the 
name of protestant; when men can dethrone 
the Redeemer, cast him down from his emi- 
nence, and place in his stead some anomalous 
thing, which they call the church, but the head 
and tail of which is the priest—when these 
things are going on, it is time that all Chris- 
tians should be aroused from their lethargy, 
and be prepared, not only to maintain their 
liberty and religion, but to perpetuate them, 
and hand them down to their posterity, 

Rev. G. H. Davis, (of Bristol), in second- 
ing the resolution, said:—Though the apostle 
Paul received a commission to preach to the 
Gentile world, yet he did not forget Israel. 
‘Wheresoever he went, his heart’s desire and his 
prayer to God for his countrymen was that 
they might be saved; and in this sentiment we 
are persuaded that every missionary that leaves 
our shores cordially unites. Though his proper 
business may be with the Indian or the negro, 
still he remembers the Zion of his father-land, 
and is solicitous for its establishment and ex- 
tension. And how much more should we enter 
into this sentiment whose lot is cast here! 
We look upon our own countrymen: we 
admire their energy, their extended commerce, 
their spirit impatient of all tyranny; but we 
feel that these things will profit them nothing 
in the last FS day of account, without the 
knowledge of Him whom to know is life eternal, 
and therefore it is that we are not satisfied with 
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the high position to which we have advanced as 
a civilized community. We desire to Chris- 
tianize the whole land; and we send our 
missionaries to every village, however remote, 
and to every hamlet, however retired. He that 
provides not for his own, and especially for those 
of his own household, hath denied the faith, 
and is worse than an infidel. Whatever may 
be the splendour of his charity, if he can pass 
by his own flesh and blood, there must be 
something defective in his principles. And is 
not this equally true of things spiritual as of 
things temporal? If we can weep over distant 
nations—if we can be aroused to energetic ex~- 
ertions on their behalf, while, at the same time, 
we can overlook those who tread the same soil 
with ourselves, perishing for lack of knowledge 
at our very doors—then, to whatever excitement 
we are yielding, we certainly are not possessed 
of that charity without which man is but as 
sounding brass and a tinkling cymbal. This 
desire of our churches to unite together, in 
order to furnish the home population with the 
truth, is the best practical answer that we can 
give to the infidel, who objects to Christianity, 
because, as he says, patriotism is not one of the 
virtues which it inculcates. If we are to un- 
derstand by patriotism the feeling which burned 
in the breasts of the heroes of antiquity, which 
induced them to despise the claims of humanity, 
and to trample upon the liberties of their 
fellow-creatures, then Christianity abjures it. 
But if well-sustained efforts to plant a garden 
of moral rectitude in every village, in which 
mankind may find some repose from misery and 
vice—efforts to banish far from every home and 
every heart the dominion of sin and sorrow—if 
these efforts constitute patriotism, then is pa- 
triotism the very spirit of our religion, and it is 
seen in all the acts of our disciples; and the 
humblest member of the Home Missionary So- 
ciety exhibits a patriotism superior to that of 
Tully, when he opposed the conspirators of his 
country, or Decius, when he submitted to death 
on its behalf. Why is it that the churches are 
called upon now after so many centuries of 
state provision, to unite in Home Missionary 
associations, but that, notwithstanding the 
various buildings that have been erected, and 
notwithstanding the creeds that have been es= 
tablished, and notwithstanding the mighty army 
of ministers that has been sustained, our popu- 
lation in the manufacturing districts, and still 
more in the agricultural, is still steeped in igno- 
rance and baptized in unbelief? The churches 
of Jesus Christ acknowledge the claim that is 
made upon them; and if there be any com- 
munity styling itself a church, which would 
pass from this, its proper duty, and give it unto 
others, then does it induce us to call into decided 
question its right to the title. If it be a true 
church, it must possess and must exhibit the 
irit which the apostle praised of old in the 
church of Théssalonica, from which “ the word 
of God sounded abroad unto Macedonia and 
Achaia, and to all the regions round about.” 
Rev J. Watson, (of Edinburgh,) then 
moved the following resolution :— 
_ “That this meeting cannot contemplate the re- 
ligious position of multitudes of their countrymen, 
both in the agricultural and’ manufacturing districts— 
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the peculiar errors with which they are menaced— 
or the character of the agency employed for their 
enlightenment, without entertaining and giving ex- 
pression to an increased persuasion that this society 
has the strongest claims on the support of Christians 
in general, and of the baptist denomination in 
particular.” 


He said :— With regard to the position of your 
missionaries, let me place before this audience 
the fact, that in very many instances, the 
scattered hamlets, and villages, and cottages of 
England are removed miles from any place of 
religious worship. It is a melancholy fact, that 
the aged sinner, tottering on the brink of the 
grave, cannot, by reason of distance, come to 
the place of worship to hear of the way of 
salvation; nor can the child, for the first ten 
years of its existence, be brought under the 
joyful sound of the gospel. Even when they 
are located in those parts of the rural districts 
in which they may be guided to the place of 
worship appointed by the state, and in which 
they are to receive religious knowledge, yet they 
have not the means of judging of the soundness 
of the doctrine which is taught there. It is 
very different with you who live in London. 
If a man goes into a place of worship here, and 
does not get the right article, he can go into 
another. But in the rural districts there is no 
choice, if you do not take the article which the 
government has provided, you get nothing, or 
worse than nothing. ‘There is a famine, not of 
bread nor of water, in those districts, but a 
famine of hearing the word of the Lord. In 
many parts of this land there is another gospel 
preached than that which is contained in the sa- 
cred book of God, And what are we to say when 
the people are brought under the sound of a per- 
verted gospel? Axe we not to hasten to commu- 
nicate to them that which alone can sanctify and 
save the soul? Theclass of individuals we employ 
I hold to be the very best class of men for the 
purpose. They are plain, unsophisticated men— 
men of all work, They will go to the bed-side of 
the poor, and wretched, and dying, and when 
dead, bury them without fee. 

Rey. T. F. Newman (of Shortwood), on 
rising to second the resolution, said ;—I learn, 
with great pleasure, that this is the largest 
meeting which has ever been held in support of 
the Baptist Home Missionary Society. This 
is the first occasion in which I have had the 
satisfaction of mingling my feelings, my sym- 
pathies, and my interests with you, on an oc- 
casion of this kind; and little, surely, remains 
for me to do, but to say how heartily I concur 
in the sentiments to which I have listened this 
evening. Iam glad that the strain of remark 
has, without exception, embodied those senti- 
ments to which every Christian, in every section 
of the church of God, must heartily respond. 
Reference has been made this evening—very 
naturally made, after a report like that to 
which we have listened—reference has been re~ 
peatedly made to the false doctrines, the crimi- 
nal, and cruel, and fatal delusions, which, in 
different parts of our own country, are now 
being sedulously promoted. I know not whe- 
ther it has struck any other person, but it has 
occurred to my own mind, while I have been 
listening, that, however valuable it may be, some 
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other agency than that which is already in 
existence and in operation, is demanded by the 
exigencies of the present times. We have need 
not only of those devoted men who are labour- 
ing in the cause of Christ with great success in 
different parts of the United Empire; we have 
need not only of their agency, and of the multi- 
plication of that agency, but it appears to me that: 
thereisnow ample scope and verge for the employ- 
ment of other men, who, like Whitfield, shall go 
and storm our cathedral cities and the other 
towns and cities in the land; men of eminence, 
men who shall be qualified by their condition, 
their scholarship, and their attainments, to 
stand in the front of this mighty battle, and be 
prepared to grapple with the foe, come that foe 
whence he may. The denomination to which I 
belong has men of this class—men who, I verily 
believe, if called upon by the churches and their 
brethren, would not hesitate to throw themselves 
in the breach; but who in our commercial towns, 
and our cathedral towns, would be prepared to 
stand in the highway, to preach the great doc- 
trines of the reformation, and to exhibit, under 
the very shade of our cathedrals, the cross of 
Christ, as the only basis on which a sinner’s 
hope can securely rest. This great city contains 
three men, whose names occur to me at the pre- 
sent moment, connected with the Independents, 
whom I should delight to see giving themselves 
this summer to that great work: they are three 
Johns—John Campbell, John Leifchild, and 
John Burnet. I will not venture to single out 
from the baptist ranks the brethren to whom 
my mind very naturally reverts, as worthy of 
being co-partners in this great work. But Ido 
not believe we should be behind our indepen- 
dent friends. I verily believe that we might 
go forth two by two, an independent and a bap- 
tist, proving in the face of the world, that, while 
we differ on some of the non-essentials of our 
common faith, we both bow together, in deep 
submission and in humble faith, before the cross 
of Christ, regarding that as the rallying point 
of the churches on earth, which will be their 
everlasting song in -heaven. It is true, that 
the energies of the anti-Christian party have 
been called into vigorous and unwonted ex- 
ercise during the last few years of the history 
of our land. But why is this? Is it not 
a plain truth, that evangelical truth was pre- 
viously making way? Did not the enemy take 
alarm? Did not the foe conceive, that though 
‘the existing agency was of a comparatively 
humble and unobtrusive character, yet it was 
secretly and silently disabusin, 0 
men of their bigotry, their follies, and their 
ignorance ? Is not this the real cause of the 
new and unwonted zeal with which the anti- 
Christian party in this land have begun to 
diffuse their sentiments and to use their power 
in order to secure the triumph of their 

rinciples? Let us not then despair of the 
issue, The vapours of anti-Christian doctrines 


may, indeed, seem to spread over the face of our” 


beloved country; but let us not fear for the re- 
sult, Let us not for a moment tremble for the 
ark of God. The cause in which our mission- 
aries are engaged is his; their work he will 
crown with success, and not many years shall 
roll by ere the issue of this struggle shall be 
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hailed with acclamation both on earth and in 
heaven. I rejoice in what our society has been 
permitted to effect. I feel assured that its | 
agencies will be increased by the liberality of | 
British Christians, and that its successes will | 
be distinguished by larger measures of divine 
influence. In addition to those instrumentalities 
which are already at work, there is a crying 
need at the present moment for a public exhi- 
bition—I mean the open air, full, plain exhibi- 
tion—of the truth as it isin Jesus Christ, by 
mien who will bring to the work all the endow- 
ments which a scholastic education can supply, | 
and all the gifts and the graces which the Spirit | 
of God ean confer, 

Rey. R. Rorr, of Cambridge, then rose to | 
propose the following resolution :— 


“That this meeting entertains a strong conviction, | 
that many of the most yaluable operations of this | 
and kindred institutions will be most seriously im- | 
paired, unless wise and vigorous efforts be made to 
secure, on liberal principles, the secular education of | 
the people; and would urge the friends of the 
society throughout the country to give to this subject 
their immediate, earnest, and practical attention.” 

He said :—I regret the necessity of bringing 
my remarks on the subject of the resolution 
within very narrow limits. The subject is one, 
by concession made on all hands, of vast intrin- 
sic importance. The resolution which I have 
the honour to move in relation to this subject 
consists, as will be perceived, of two parts. 
There is in it the declaration of a strong 
conviction, and the urging of a practical recom- 
mendation, The conviction declared in it re- | 
lates to the peril of some of the most valuable 
operations of the society. The peril of any of 
the operations of a society so valuable as that 
whose interests have brought us together to- 
night, would, we apprehend, if at all perceived 
or admitted by the minds of its friends, awaken 
very considerable and immediate anxiety. The 
branch of its operations which is referred to I 
take to be the educational. The close of the 
report which we have heard, and which con- 
tained so much to excite our thankfulness and 
to warrant our mutual congratulations, refers, 
to the state and prospects of the Sunday 
schools—the eighty-six Sunday schools con- 
ducted by a thousand teachers, and including in 
them about six thousand scholars, in connexion 
with this society, Efforts are making in rela- 
tion to what is called secular education, the 
direct tendency and realized effect of which is 
to endanger the existence, not to say to impede 
the usefulness, of these valuable institutions of 
our society. It is an unquestionable fact, readil 
admitted by all who are acquainted with what is 
going on in the villages of our country, that a 
secular education is now being imparted to the 
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rising generation, which, in its own nature, and 
through a condition upon which it is given, 
tends directly and immediately to the destruc- 
tion of our Sunday schools. I need not say 
that I refer to the educational efforts made by 
the high church party, as it is designated, in 
this country. It is necessary, on a subject like 
this, to sustain our statements by appealing to 
facts. Facts have been presented in the report 
that has been read, the nature of which is cal- 
culated to sustain the truth of the statement 
which I have now ventured to make. A dis- 


| senting family in the town of Cambridge went 


a short time ago, to reside in a village. The 
young ladies of that family, filled with zeal for 
the salvation of the souls of those around 
them, began to exert themselves in Sunday 
school instruction, and at length established a 
weekly school, which they sustained at their own 
expense, and kept under their own supervision. 
Through the influence of the clergyman, every 
possible difficulty was raised to their obtaining 
aroom in which to conduct their school. In 
several instances, the occupants of cottages to 
whom they made application were threatened 
with expulsion, if they granted a room to be 
used asa school. In that village, in consequence 
simply, as it would appear, of the establishment 
and continued maintenance of those schools by 
his dissenting friends, national schools had been 
established, school-rooms had been built, and 
were now in vigorous operation. The sole 
question is, whether education shall be clogged 
with ecclesiastical conditions, or whether it 
shall be conducted on a liberal and comprehen- 
sive plan. Ifit be conducted by those who adopt 
the system to which I have referred, we know 
that it will be clogged with such conditions. It 
has become the imperative duty, therefore, of 
the friends of this society, to exert themselves 
wisely and vigorously for imparting to the peo- 
ple week-day or secular education. 

J. L. Purures, Esq., (of Melksham,) 
seconded the resolution, and impressed on the 
meeting the importance of increased efforts, on 
account of the spirit of inquiry which was now 
abroad in the land. 

J. SanpERs, Esq., proposed the following 
resolution :— = 

“That the cordial thanks of this meeting be pre- 
sented to the treasurer, the secretary, and the com- 
mittee, for their valuable services during the past 
year; that J. R. Bousfield, Esq., be the treasurer, 
Mr. 8. J. Davis, the secretary, and the following 
gentlemen [see Report] the committee for the year 
ensuing.” 

C. Burts, Esq. seconded the resolution, which 
was carried unanimously, : 

A vote of thanks was also 


: given to the 
chairman. to : 


Donations and Subscriptions will be gratefully received on behalf of the Society by the 

Treasurer, J. R. Bovsrienp, Esq.> 126, Houndsditch 3 by the Secretary, : Z 
THE REV. S. J. DAVIS, 16, HEMINGFORD TERRACE, ISLINGTON, LONDON ae 
or by the Rev. J. Burron, T; ravelling Agent, Great Russell Street, Northampton. Collector in 


London—Mr, W. Parnett, 26, Kingsland Crescent, Kingsland Road. 
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